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VIA HAND DELIVERY 

Marlene H. Dortch. Esq. 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

JUN 3 0 2004 

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Presentation; 800 MHz Public Safety Interference Proceeding; 
WT Docket No. 02-55 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

This is to notify you that on June 30 2004, on behalf of Southern Communications Services, Inc., 
d/b/a/ Southern LINC (“Southern”), I emailed the attached exparte presentation to Michael J. 
Wilhelm of the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau. 

In accordance with the Commission’s rules, two copies of this exparte presentation are being 
filed with your office for inclusion in the record of the above-referenced proceeding. 

Enclosure 
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June 30.2004 

VIA E-MAIL 

Mr. Michael J. Wilhelm 
Wireless Telecommunications Bureau 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20054 

Re: Ex Parte Presentation; 800 MHz Public Safety Interference Proceeding; 
WT Docket No. 02-55 

Dear Mr. Wilhelm: 

This is to follow up on our meeting of June 25, 2004, in which Southern Communications 
Services, Inc., &/a Southern LINC, and Nextel Communications Inc. discussed with the Bureau 
staff accommodation of both carriers in the Southeastern United States in the event an 800 MHz 
rebanding plan is adopted by the Commission. Attached is a memorandum describing the 
agreement by the Parties regarding how realignment in the Southeastern United States could be 
done to accommodate both carriers. 

Since our meeting on June 25, 2004, Nextel has indicated to Southern LINC that it is not 
confident that all Business, ILT,  and Public Safety incumbents can be relocated below 858.5 
M H z  in metropolitan Atlanta While Southern LINC does not necessarily believe this is the 
case, to address this concern, Southern LINC is willing to move its 150 channels in Area B on 
the attached map to begin at 859 MHz and extend to 862.75 MHz. This would represent a 
reduction of 800 MHz channels for Nextel in this limited area. In view of the fact that these 
channels would be given up to accommodate incumbents including Public Safety, Nextel, 
consistent with the Consensus Plan, would be made whole for any diminution in its spectrum 
holdings at 800 MHz by receiving 10 MHz of spectrum at 1.9 GHz or 2.1 GHZ. Even though 
this change will create operational issues for Southern LINC due to the uneven band plan for its 
system (such as inability to have consistent filtering), Southern LINC believes this is a 
reasonable accommodation on its part to address the concern that all incumbents, particularly 
Public Safety, be fairly treated. 

Southern believes that there is a good likelihood that all incumbents can be accommodated below 
858.5 MHz in the Atlanta area. While Southern LINC has not had an opportunity to study this 
in-depth, even a cursory review indicates that the shortfall of channels may be as few as 6 
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channels. Another option to address Nextel’s concern is to maintain Southern LINC’s 150 
channel group in the Atlanta Area B starting at 858.5 MHz, and to the extent that during the 
rebanding process it becomes apparent that not all incumbents can be accommodated below 
858 5 MHz, Southern LINC would relinquish channels starting at 858.5 MHz to retune these 
incumbents and Nextel would provide Southern LINC with replacement channels on a one-for- 
one basis starting above 862.25 MHz. 

Southern LINC also believes that channel counts agreed to in all areas in the June 25, 2004, 
meeting represent a reasonable accommodation of both parties. Reducing Southern’s overall 
channel count in the Atlanta Area B would ignore the compromises Southern LINC made on 
channel counts in other parts of its footprint which would not be an equitable result. 

In accordance with the Commission’s rules, two copies of this expurte presentation are being 
filed with the Secretary’s Offce for inclusion in the record of the above referenced proceeding. 

Very truly yours, 

Attachments 

cc: Chairman Michael K. Powell 
Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Bryan Tramont 
Samuel Feder 
Jennifer Manner 
Paul Margie 
Barry Ohlson 
Sheryl Wilkerson 
John B. Muleta 
Catherine W. Seidel 
David Furth 
D’Wana Terry 
Walter Strack 
Aaron Goldberger 
Brian Marenco 
Marlene H. Dortch 



Realimment Plan for the Southeastern United States 

The 800 MHz channel plan for areas to be designated for cellular operations in the 800 
MHz band will be different in the Southeastern part of the United States from the rest of 
the country The intent of this frequency plan is to accommodate the two large SMR 
operators with existing systems in this area, Southern LINC and Nextel Communications, 
and to allow both companies to continue their operations once the 800 MHz band is 
reorganized. To this end, Nextel and Southern LINC agreed that they could be 
accommodated in the Southeast in the following manner: 

Area A on attachedmap (including counties listed in Attachment A): 

0 Southern LINC operations reside on the 180 channels between 858.5- 
863.0 MHz (paired with 813.5-818.0 MHz) .  

Nextel operations reside on the 240 channels between 863.0-869.0 M H z  
(paired with 818.0-824.0 MHz). 

0 

Area B on attachedmap (including the counties listed in Attachment A): 

0 Southern LINC operations reside on the 150 channels between 858.5- 
862.25 M H z  (paired with 813.5-817.25 MHz).* 

0 Nextel operations reside on the 270 channels between 862.25-869.0 MHz 
(paired with 817.25-824.0 MHz).* 

Area (7 on attuchedmap (including counties listed in Attachment A): 

0 Southern LINC operations reside on the 140 channels between 858.5- 
862.0 MHz (paired with 813.5-817.0 MHz). 

Nextel operations reside on the 280 channels between 862.0-869.0 M H z  
(paired with 817.0-824.0 MHz). 

0 

{Note: The cellular band in the Southeastern U.S. will include a total of 420 channels 
between 858.5-869.0 MHz (paired with 813.5-824.0 MHz).} 

* Southern LINC has been advised that Nextel is not confident that all Business, ULT, 
and Public Safety incumbents can be relocated below 858.5 MHz in metropolitan 
Atlanta. To accommodate Nextel's concerns, Southern is willing for its 150 channels 
in Area B or metropolitan Atlanta to begin at 859.0 MHz, ending at 862.75 MHz. 
Southern LINC would prefer to maintain a consistent lower fiequency boundary 
through its operating area in order to have consistent filtering through its system, to 
reduce costs of interference mitigation going forward. However, to address the 
perceived need to possibly accommodate more incumbents, Southern is willing to 
work with an uneven line designating where its cellular operations begin in different 
areas of its service territory. 



Operations in border areas between Southern LINC's and Nextel's areas need to be 
discussed. 

Timing of relocation (Southern LINC to be relocated as soon as possible; timeframe 
to be agreed upon by Southern LINC and Nextel). 

Nextel will be solely responsible for paying to clear all incumbents and its own 
operations from bands in which Southern L N C  will operate in the Southeast on the 
frequency bands described above, in the regions described in Attachment A, so that 
Southern LINC will be able to operate on clear and contiguous channels in all these areas 

Southern LINC's operations on the frequencies described above will be permitted on the 
same basis as operations designated as "cellular" in other parts of the country, whether 
these operations are authorized at 861 MHz and above or a higher designated frequency. 
In other words, the "cellular" band in these areas would be defined as all channels above 
858.5/813 5 MHz. 

Nextel will reimburse Southem LINC for its costs of retuning consistent with 
reimbursement terms established by the Consensus Plan. This will include labor costs to 
retune frequencies, including technician time to change frequencies in software load for 
each site; site technician time to change frequencies at sites with manual tune cavity 
combiners; and direct costs of system reset. Reimbursement will not include costs 
associated with handset replacement, filters, or system changes needed for Southern 
LINC to operate its system in accordance with new interference mitigation requirements. 





Attachment A 

Lowndes County ! MS 175Tupelo 7.0 858.5 - 862 

1 



Attachment A 

I I 1 SoLlNC Spectrum 1 SoLlNC Spectrum 

2 





4 



Attachment A 

I I I 1 SOLING Spectrum 1 SoLlNC Spectrum 

5 



6 



Attachment A 


