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From: Web fonns Web&m@ﬁwﬁhouse.gop | o i'" ' )
Date: 4/29/2004 4:35:48 PM : : . . -
To: imaTX17@mail.house.gov . Co ot ' e
Subject: Constituent Mail

Dear Charlie:

On April 26, President Bush told the American Association of Community Colleges Annual Convention in Minneapolis:
"There noeds to be technical standards to make possible new broadband technologies, such as the use of high-speed
communication directly over power lines. Power lines were for cleetricity; power lines can be used for broadband
technology. So the technical standards nieed to be chanped to encourage that” - '

Mr. Bush is wrong. Using power lines to distribute broadband services {called Broadband over Power Lines, or BPL) is 2
bad idea that should not be encovraged. As a federally licensed Ameteur Radio operator who has passed & Federal
Commupications Commission (FCC) eupahmtion in radiocommunication technology, I can tell you why.

Power lineg were designed to transmit ejectrical energy. They were not M@w to transmit broadband signals, which is fact
are radio-frequency (RF) signals. When a broadband signal is put on a power linc, much of the RF energy leaks off the line
and radiates, causing interforence to nearby radio receivers. Interference has been documented at test nites throughout the

country and overseas where BPL is in operation. Recordings of acinal interference at several test sites are availsble at
www.arr.org/bpl. ,

The nation's 680,000 radio amateurs are especially concerned about this interference because it affects tho short waves — &
unique portion of the radio spectrum that supports long-distance, intercontinental radio communication. Licensed radio
amateurs use these frequencies for hurricane reporting, disaster and emergency relief, and many other pusposes in
accordance with FCC regulations, The Amateur Radio Service is the only 100% failsafc emergency communications
capsbility in the world. No matter what happens, radio amatears will be sble to communicate with one another without
having to rely on the expensive and vulnerable infrastructure - but we cannot maintain our emergency networks if BPL is
deployed and interferes with the weak radio signals we are trying to hear.

Tn eddition to amateur operation, the short waves are used for international brosdcasting, seronsutical, maritime, and other
services including the military. Depending on the frequencies in use, BPL interference also could wipe out radio :
communication for many of our nation's First Responders ~ police, fire, snd emergency medical personnel -- who use low-
band VHF radios operating in the 30-50 megahertz (MHz) range.

Radio amateyrs support expanded broadband services to consumers at lower cost. Indeed, they tead to be early adopters of
new technology. However, there arc ways to deliver brosdband that do not poliute the radio spectrun as BPL does. These
include fiber-to-the-home, cable, DSL, end Broadband Wireless Access. None of these technologies causes interference to
short wave radio. |

BPL is sometimes touted as A solution for rural areas. it is not. A BPL signal oply carries a few thousand feet down a power

line and then must be repeated. This requires 2 lot of hardware and will not be economic in areas with low population
densities.

The FCC recognizes the interference potential of BPL and ig in the midst of a rulemaking proceeding, ET Docket No. 04-37,
that proposes new requirements end measurement guidelines for BPL systems. However, the FCC proposals do not go
nearly far enovgh to protect over-the-air radiocommunication services,

In short, BPL has a major disedvantage that is not shared by other broadband technologies and that outweighs whatever

benefit it may offer. National broadband telecommunications policy should not include support for BPL, but should focus
on other, more appropriate technologies.
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By encouraging brosdband over power lines, the administration is beadin in the wrong directi

change its course. Thank you. : ¢ ‘ § dirocion leedowb'ltyou et

. ' ' ) '
Sincerely,

John Dyer

9124 CR 201
Ciseo, Tx 76437

we=== Original Formatied Message Starts Here === U

<APP>CUSTOM

<PREFIX>Mr.</PREFLX>

<FIRST>John</FIRST> '

<LAST>Dyer</LAST> - o '
<ADDR1>9124 CR 301</ADDR1>

<CITY>Cisco</CITY>
<STATE>Tx</STATE> '
<ZIP>16437</ZIP>

<EMAIL>jdyer@txol.net</EMAIL> '
<AFFL></AFFL> :
<MSG>Dear Charlie:

On April 26, Presideat Bush told the American Association of Community Colleges Annusl Convention in Minneapolis:
"There noeds to be technical standards 1o make passible new broadband technologies, such a3 the use of high-speed
comtmunication directly over power lines. Power lines were for electricity; power lines can be used for broadband
technology. So the technical standards need to be changed to encourage that.”

Mr. Bush is wrong. Using power lines to distribute broadband services (called Brosdband over Power Lines, ox BPL) is &
bad idea that should pot be encouraged. As a federally licensed Amateur Radio operator whe has passed a Federal
Cemmunications Commission (FCC) examinatian in radiooommunication technology, 1 cau tell you why.

Power lines were designed to transmit clectrical energy. They were not designed to transmit broadband signals, which is fact
are radio-frequency (RF) signals. When s broadband signal is put on a powes line, much of the RF energy leaks off the line
and radiatez, cansing interference to nearby radio receivers. Interference has been documented at test sites throughout the
covntry and overseas where BPL is in operation. Recordings of actual interference at several test sites are available at
www.arrl.org/bpl

The nation's 680,000 radic amateurs are especially concemed about this interference because it affcots the short waves —a
unique portion of the radio spectrum that supports long-distance, intercontinents] radic communication. Licensed radio
amateuss use thesc fraquencios for hurricane reporting, disastes and emergency reliof, and many othes purposes in
sccordance with FCC regulations. The Amateur Radio Service is the only 100% failsafe emergency ©

capability in the world. No matter what happens, redio amatenrs will be able to commynicate with one another without
having to rely on the expensive and vuinerable infrastructure — but we cannot maintain our emergency networks if BPL is
deployed and interferes with the weak radio signals we are trying to hear. ‘ :

In addition to amatenr opesation, the short waves are used for internations! broadcasting, seronautical, maritime, and other
services including the military. Depending on the frequencies in use, BPL intecference also could wipe out radio
communication for many of our nation's First Responders -- police, fire, and emergency medical personnel - who use low-
band VHF radios operating in the 30-50 megahertz (MHz) range.
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From: Web forms <webforms@www8.house.gov> S g
Date: 4/27/2004 8:35:40 PM ! o o
To: e TX17@mailhouse.gov | . o . o ‘ o

Subject: Constituent Mail

Apiil 27,2004 ‘ B S S

Rep. Charlie Stenholm
2409 Raburn HOB

Washington, DC 20515 . K

Dear Mr. Stenholm: ! v : . '

On April 26, President Bush told the American Associstion of Community Colleges Annual Convention in Minnexpolis: '
"There needs to bs technical standards to make possible new broadband technologies, such as the use of high-speed

communication directly over power linos. Power lines were for electricity, power Jines can be used for broadband

technology. So the technical standards need to be changed to encourage that.”

Mr. Bush is wrong. Using power lincs to distribute broadband secvices (calied Broadband over Power Lﬁg orBPL)is
bad idea that should not be encoursged. As a federally licensed Amateur Radio operator who has passed 2 Federal
Communications Cemmission (FCC) examination in radiocommunication technology, I can tell you why.,

Power lines were designed to transmit electrical energy. They were not designed to transmit broadband signals, which is fact
are radio-frequency (RF) signals. When a broadband signal is put on a power Jine, much of the RF energy leaks off the line
and radiates, causing interference to nearby radio receivers. Interforence hes been documented at test sites throughout the

country and overseas where BPL is in operation. Recordings of actual interference at several test sites are available at
www.arrl.org/bpl. ‘

The nation’s 680,000 radio 2mateurs age especially concerned about this interference because it affects the short waves —a
unique portion of the radio spectrum that supports long-distance, intercontinental radio communication. Licensed radio
amateurs use these frequencies for hurricanc reporting, disaster and emergency relief, and many other pwrposes in
acoordance with FCC regulations. The Amateur Radio Service is the only 100% failsafe emergency communications
capability in the world. No mstter what happens, radio smateurs will be able to communicate with one another without
having to rely on the expensive and vulnerable infrastructure — but we cannot maintain our emergency networks if BPL is
deployed and interferes with the weak radio signals we are trying to hear.

Tn addition to znateur operation, the short waves are nsed for international broadcasting, aeronautical, matitime, and other
services including the military. Depending on the frequencies in use, BPL interference also could wipe out radio
communication for many of our mation’s First Responders — police, fire, and emergency medical personnel - who usc low-
bend VHF radios operating in the 30-50 megahertz (MHz) range. '

Radio smateurs support expanded broadband services to consumers at lower coat. Indeed, they tend to be early adoprers of
new technology. However, there are ways to deliver broadband that do not pollute the radio spectrum as BPL does. These
include fiber-to-the-home, cable, DSL, and Broadband Wireless Access. None of these technologies eauses interference to
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short wave radia.

BPL {s sometimes touted s o solution for rural areas, It is not. A BPL signal only carries a few thousand t'eet down a pahwer

Lx::s and then must be repested. Thiﬁ requires a lot of haxdware and will not be ecnnomic in avens with low population
ities. :

The FCC recognizes the interference potential of BPL and is m the midst of a rulemakmg proceedmg ET Docket Ne. 04-37
that proposes new requirements and measurement guidelines for BPL systems, ‘Howoever, the FCC proposls do not go
pearly far enough 1o protect over-the-air radiocommunication sexvices.
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In short, BPL has a major disadvantage that is not shared by other broadband technolngia and that ontweighs whatever

benefit it oy offer. National broadband telecommunications policy should not include support for BPL, but should focus
on other, more appropriate technologies. .

By encouraging broadband over power lines, the administration is heading in thn Wrong duection. Please do what you can to
change its course. Thank you.

Sincerely, '

Steven A. Roberts '
(325) 668-5864 kgSqh@cox net

mmmame Original Formatted Message Starts Here s

<APP>CUSTOM

<PREFDO-Mr. </PREFIX>
<FIRST>Steven</PIRST>
<LAST>Roberts</LAST>
<ADDR1>5817 Atlantic Dr.</ADDRI1>

<CITY>Abjlene</CITY>
<STATE>TX<STATE>
<ZIP>79606</ZIP>

GMMDkgth@m.nMMAD
<AFFL>OPT IN</AFFL>
<MSG>April 27, 2004

Rep. Charlie Stenholm
2409 Raburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Mr. Stenholm:
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