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May 28, 2004

Ms. Marlene Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WT Docket 02-55. Ex Parte Communication

Dear Ms. Dortch:

This is to inform the Commission that representatives of the Association
of Public-Safety Communications Officials-International, Inc. (APCO),
International Association of Chiefs of Police (IACP), International Association
of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), National Sheriffs Association (NSA), Major Cities
Chiefs Association (MCCA), and Major County Sheriffs Association (MCSA)
(coliectively “Public Safety Associations™) spoke yesterday by telephone with
Chairman Michael Powell and reiterated their views on the matters at issue in
this proceeding, consistent with their letter to Chairman Powell, dated May 17,
2004, and prior submissions to the Commission.

The Public Safety Associations emphasized that their focus is on initiating
a comprehensive solution to the 800 MHz interference problem as quickly as
possible, and that they have no direct interest in the replacement spectrum to
be provided to Nextel. However, they reiterated their support for the
Consensus Plan, and expressed grave concern that Commission selection of
replacement spectrum at 2.1 GHz would leave public safety without a solution
to the interference problem, as Nextel has made clear that it will not proceed
with the 800 MHz realignment under those circumstances. The Public Safety
Associations noted that, in contrast, Nextel has indicated that it will fund and
initiate the 800 MHz realignment process immediately upon Commission
adoption of an order that provides replacement spectrum at 1.9 GHz, despite
anticipated litigation by those attempting to overturn the decision. Finally, the
Public Safety Associations urged the Chairman to move quickly to adopt a
final order.




Please contact the undersigned should the Commission require any additional information
regarding this manner.

Respectfully sybmitted,

e

Robert M. Gurss
Director of Legal and Government Affairs

cc:  Sheryl Wilkerson, Esq.



