Comments file on behalf of the Rochester VHF Group as excerpted from
letters to NY Senators Clinton and Schumer.

BROADBAND OVER POWERLINE (BPL) CONCERNS

The FCC has issued a Notice Of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM 04-37) for
Access BPL providers. We think that the rules as proposed will not
adequately protect the many licensed users of the radio spectrum
between 2 MHz and 80 MHz. These users include Public Safety, FEMA,
US Military, Coast Guard, shortwave broadcast, television services
and Amateur Radio, which is vital in responding to emergencies in
times of crisis. We ask you, our honorable Senator, to take the
necessary steps to ensure that these services are not impacted by
BPL. Either banning the rollout of BPL or ensuring that stringent
rules are in place to protect these vital national emergency
interests can accomplish this.

Our organization, the Rochester (NY) VHF Group, is the oldest
Amateur Radio vhf society in the world. Founded in 1948, the club’s
objectives have always been the promotion and development of
cutting-edge technologies and understanding of matters concerning
radio operation. As many of our members are employed in high-tech
industries, our inputs can be of great value to the general public.
For instance, our organization is assisting a local community with
their communications infrastructure, by providing volunteer labor
and technical consultation to speed implementation of their
emergency operations center. Faced with the challenges broadband
over power lines will present, emergency centers such as this may
face loss of crucial communications in light of the interference
potential where broadband over powerlines is implemented.

In many circumstances, BPL can radiate Worldwide, causing high noise
levels that will make the HF range of frequencies nearly useless.

For reasons related to interference, many countries have already
banned this technology. These countries include Austria, Great
Britain, Germany, Australia and Japan.

One has to wonder why BPL is being used at all! It is not the
cheapest broadband technology, especially for rural customers, it is
not fast compared to DSL, cable or other wireless technologies and
it suffers from loss of service when in proximity to transmissions
from licensed services. And let’s not forget the interference
issues. All in all, it seems doomed to go the way of the satellite
phone service.

As for the rulemaking, the Rochester VHF Group will be asking the
FCC to include the following language to protect critical licensed
services:

1. There need to be performance standards for interference
mitigation. This must be available on a 24/7 basis and must take
place immediately upon receipt of the complaint.

2. A BPL database must be made available to the public and kept up
to date so that interference reports can be immediately sent to the
proper place.

3. There must be an established radiated emission limit to protect
mobile services and it must be monitored for compliance and enforced.
4. BPL systems must be tested for compliance PRIOR to operations by
an independent laboratory.

5. To ensure an informed marketplace, BPL providers must inform
consumers that pursuant to FCC rules, licensed users have priority;



hence there can be no guarantee of continuous service. Consumers
should have to acknowledge this in writing prior to purchase of service.
We urge you to contact the FCC and ensure that these conditions are

met for all BPL providers. Please bear in mind that these

requirements will only be marginally effective given a large scale
rollout of BPL due to the propagation of the radiated signals.

These additional rules will not fully protect licensed services as

the BPL technology is fatally flawed, but it will provide some level

of comfort for licensees who will be negatively impacted by BPL.



