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April 22, 2004

By Electronic Filing

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Dortch:
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Ex Parte Communication — IB Docket No. 02-34

On April 21 and 22, 2004, Dean Olmstead, President of SES AMERICOM
(“SES AMERICOM?”); and Scott Tollefsen, Senior Vice President and General Counsel
of SES AMERICOM, had two meetings with the following persons: (1) Chairman
Powell and Sheryl Wilkerson of his office; and (2) Commissioner Abernathy and Jennifer
Manner of her office.

The discussion in each of these meetings focused on the SES
AMERICOM proposal, made in its Petition for Reconsideration in the above-referenced
proceeding, that -- if the performance bond requirement in connection with satellite
licensing is to be retained -- the approach be changed to one that “ramps up” the amount
of the bond over time. This business-friendly bond approach would increase the amount
of the bond as the satellite operator’s certainty about program development increases,
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thereby appropriately matching the bond exposure to the program risk, and increasing the
bond amount proportionally to the increased capital expenditures by the satellite operator.
This approach would also address (more directly than the current “ramp down” approach)
the Commission’s fundamental policy concern that spectrum not lie fallow, by adjusting
the size of the forfeiture imposed on an operator who does not complete a satellite project
to be commensurate with the length of time that the spectrum is unavailable for other
users.

We are filing an original and one copy of this letter in the above-
referenced docket.

Respectfully submitted,
P p

e

Phillip L. Spector
Attorney for SES AMERICOM, Inc.
cc (via e-mail):
Chairman Michael Powell
Sheryl Wilkerson
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Jennifer Manner
Qualex International



