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REPLY COMMENTS ON NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE MAKING 
 
 
To The Commission: 
 This is a reply to ARRL's request for an extension on filing time to make use of 
NTIA's models and research on BPL soon to be made public.  Your NPR proposes 
allowance for acceptable risk of interference to be mitigated by BPL companies.  My 
thoughts are amply illustrated by a quote: 

Cameron Slater wasn't a gambler by nature, but he certainly 
knew how to mitigate risks, how to gather all available 
information before making a decision.1 
 

 It seems to me that if you're truly interested in mitigating risks of interference, a 
good place to start is allowing the information from the NTIA study enough time to be 
utilized and commented upon.  Otherwise, you would be taking a gamble. 
 Let me give you another illustration: 

 Forbes stared hard at Colby. The good old boy vanished 
and the hard-nosed politician who had carried forty-eight 
states in the last election took his place. 
 "I can't afford another fiasco like this Hutchings 
thing," Forbes said. "I'm telling you this in confidence, 
Ray. She lied to me. Hutchings sat where you're sitting and 
lied. Then that reporter for the Post found out and . . ." 
 Forbes let the thought trail off. Everyone in the room 
was painfully aware of the blow that had been dealt to 
Forbes's prestige when the Senate voted against confirming 
the nomination of Mabel Hutchings. 
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 R.J. Pineiro, 01-01-00 A Novel of the Millennium (New York: Tom Doherty 
Associates, 1999) p. 301. 
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 "Is there anything in your past that can cause us 
problems, Ray? Anything at all? When you were c.e.o. of 
Marlin Steel did you ever pay a corporate bribe? Did you use 
marijuana at Princeton or Harvard Law? Did you knock up some 
girl in high school?" 
 Colby knew the questions were not ridiculous. The 
aspirations of presidential hopefuls and Supreme Court 
nominees had run aground on just such rocky shoals. 
 "There will be no surprises, Mr. President."2 
 

  What I would like to suggest is that the time for being "good old boys" with 
the BPL executives is not now, but it's the time to ask hard questions, questions that may 
be answered by the NTIA study, given time to study it.  I mean, is it possible for someone 
to lie to the FCC?  Well, even the president has been lied to, so why not the FCC? 
 "Yes, Mr. President, our intelligence shows a high probability of WMD." 
 "No, Commissioners, our engineers determined a low probability of QRM." 
 But if it turns out there ain't and there is, who gets caught holding the bag?  I mean, 
if they found WMD like Austria, the Netherlands, and Japan experienced BPL QRM, and if 
HF users got QRM the way the troops turned up WMD, our government would look quite 
dignified.  All politics aside, why don't we use the NTIA study to look before we leap so, 
"there will be no surprises." 
 Respectfully Submitted, 
 Earl S. Gosnell III 
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 Phillip Margolin, Gone, but not Forgotten (New York: Doubleday, 1993) p. 17. 


