STATE OF TEXAS
HOUSE OFP REPRESENTATIVES

JACK STICK COMMITIELS:
AUPROPRIATIONS
February 27, 2004
Chairman Michael Powel]
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.

‘Washington, D.C. 20554
Re: WT 02-55 (Public Safety Interference in the 800 MHz Band)
Dear Chairman Powell,

As Member of the Texas House of Representatives, I know how critical public safety
communication is to emergency response. It is alarming to know that since 1999,
interference in the 800 MHz band has impeded first responders by garbling, losing and
dropping calls. It is even more disturbing to know that business interests concerned with
their competitive edge may have delayed the FCC in making a decision. In order to
protect the 140,000 people who live and work in my District, it is imperative our first
responders are efficient and coordinated.

The Commission has pledged to police, fire and EMS personnel across-the counry-that ——
resolving jnterference was of the highest priority. I hope you and your fellow
Commissioners listen to public safety officials who know the issues and implement the

consensus plan.

We are fortunate a tragedy has not yet occurred because of communications failure.
Please do not wait until something happens. The FCC should not hold the lives of public

safety officers against the interests of privately held companies. I urge you to adopt the
consensus plan.

Commissioner Abernathy
Commissioner Adelstein
Commissioner Copps
Commissioner Martin
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