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FEDERAL WAY FIRE DEPARTMENT 
31 61 7 1 st Avenue South 

Federal Way Washington 98003-5201 

necemhcr I .  2003 

Marlcnc Ilortch, Secretary 
Fcderal Communications Commission 
445 I 2"' Strcet, sw 
h;ashington, DC 20554 

WT Docket Number 02-55 

Dear Madame Sccretary, 

As a chietot the Federal Way Fire Uepartmcnt it  is my charge to uphold the trust of the communities and 
people 1 proudly protect As such, the ability lo respond efficiently and effectively 10 emergency I S  

critically important Right now, communications are compromised because o f  interference to first 
responders' radios Luckily, there I S  a solution that will virtually eliminate this interference problem. the 
Conscnsus Plan 

The Consensus Plan I S  fully conwtent with the state of readiness and the public trust that first responders 
champion every day Adoption of the Plan will ehminate the pcrsistent and dangerous problcm of ever- 
increasing numbers of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Equally importantly, the 
Plan givcs first respondcrs additional s p c c h i n  for clear, reliable communlcations and a future platform 
for communication~ nelworks required to protccr the comrnunities we s e n e  

Exisling alternatives Lo lhe Conaensus Plan are shon-sighted, reactive solutions that reduce first 
responders' effectiveness and put l i ves  at risk 

The Consensus Plan solves the economic, technlcal and policy problems associated with CMRS 
intcrference to public safety communications - and it also creates much needed additional spectrum 
available for public safety. By approving this plan, the FCC will be acting in the best Interests ofour  
society and putting public safcty first Continued inachon risks the lives of our fellow firefighters, police 
officers. emergency rcsponse personnel a h  well as the piiblic we serve 

Respectfully submitted, r\ .. ,' c 

Federal Way Fire Department 
31617 I "  Avenuc South 
Federal Way. W A  98003-5201 

i'c 
Kcpresenlative Adam Smith 
1717 I 'acit ic Abenue#2135 
Tacoma, WA 98402 


