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September 23, 2002

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW, Room 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Improving Public Safety Communication in the 800 MHz Band and Consolidating
the 900 MHz Industrial/Land Transportation and Business Pool Channels
WT Docket No. 02-55 (DA 02-2202)

Comments of the Federal Express Corporation (FedEx)

Dear Chairman Powell;

On November 21, 2001, Nextel submitted to the Commission a White Paper, which sought to
reorganize the 700 MHz, the 800 MHz, and the 900 MHz bands for the purpose of promoting
public safety communications.! On March 12, 2002, the Commission acted on Nextel’s White
Paper by releasing its Notice of Proposed Rule Making, making clear the Commission’s goal to
mitigate interference to public safety entities in the 800 MHz band? We fully support the
Commission’s goal and realize its importance, especially in light of the tragic events of
September 11th. Since the release of the NPRM, the entities that will be affected by any changes
in the 800 MHz band have come together and crafted a Consensus Plan.® It is apparent a change
in this band is needed, as seen by the record demonstrating the interference reality suffered by

! See, “Promoting Public Safety Communications: Realigning the 800 MHz Land Mobile Radio

 Band to Rectify Commercial Mobile Radio — Public Safety Interference and Allocate Additional
Spectrum To Meet Critical Public Safety Needs,” filed by Nextel Communications, Inc, on November 21,
2001 (White Paper).

2 See, Improving Public Safety Communications in the 800 MHz Band and Consolidating the 900
MHz Industrial/Land Transportation and Business Pool Channels. Notice of Proposed Rule Making, WT
Docket No. 02-55 (rel. Mar. 15, 2002) (NPRM).

3 See Improving Public Safety Communications in the 800 MHz Band and Consolidating the 900
MHz Industrial/Land Transportation and Business Pool Channels; Reply Comments of Aeronautical
Radio, Inc. (ARINC; The American Mobile Telecommunications Association (AMTA); The American
Petroleum Institute (API); The Association of American Railroads (AAR); The Association of Public-
Safety Communications Officials-International, Inc. (APCO); The Forest Industries Telecommunications
(FIT); The Industrial Telecommunications Association, Inc. (ITA); The International Association of
Chiefs of Police (IACP); The International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) and International Municipal
Signal Association (IMSA); The Major Cities Chiefs Association (MCC); The Major County Sheriffs’
Association (MCSA); The National Sheriffs’ Association (NSA); Nextel Communications, Inc.; The
Personal Communications Industry Association (PCIA); The Taxicab, Limousine and Paratransit
Association (TLPA) filed on August 7, 2002, WT Docket No. 02-55; See also, letter to Chairman Powell
from the National Sand, Stone and Gravel Association (NSSGA) and ITA, filed on August 15, 2002,
officially adding NSSGA to the list of signatories (Joint Commenters).



public safety and B/ILT operators. Now is the opportune time for the Commission to support the
industry-wide consensus.

At FedEx our reliance on private wireless communications is an integral and vital component of
our business operations and to the safety of our employees. FedEx has made substantial
investments in communications equipment and licenses in the 800 MHz band. Due to our
reliance on the ability to communicate effectively and the investments in those communications,
any final result of this issue will have a serious impact on our company. This potential impact
has required us to follow this issue closely.

FedEx believes the most practical and equitable solution lies in the Consensus Plan, submitted by
the public safety community, the Private Wireless Coalition, and Nextel. Having read all of the
proposals before the Commission, we believe the Consensus Plan is the best solution to the
public safety interference problem. We understand the Consensus solution will cost FedEx some
time and money to retune its licenses in the 806-809/851-854 MHz range. This solution offered,
however, is the least disruptive option to the private wireless licensees in the 800 MHz band.

FedEx agrees with the authors of the Consensus Plan in that it achieves the Commission’s goal
of mitigating interference to public safety entities, while also causing the least amount of
disruptions to those who will be affected by changes in the 800 MHz band. We realize that any

changes to the status quo will be disruptive to those involved, but the Consensus Plan offers all
affected licensees the most viable alternative.

Nathan Lemmon Richard Dunn
Chief Engineer Senior Technical Advisor
Wireless Systems Development Wireless Systems Development

FedEx Corporate Services FedEx Corporate Services
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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
)
Improving Public Safety Communications in the ) WT Docket No. 02-55
800 MHz Band )
| | )
Consolidating the 900 MHz Industrial/Land )
Transportation and Business Pool Channels )
To:  The Commission
COMMENTS

Aeronautical Radio, Inc. (“ARINC”), United Airlines (“United”), and Northwest Airlines
(“Northwest”) (jointly the “Airlines™) hereby respectfully submit their Comments in response to the
Supplemental Comments filed by the Consensus Parties in the above-captioned proceeding.'

ARINC, United and Northwest are licensees of private radio systems in the 800 MHz and/or
900 MHz band. Collectively, these three entities are the licensees of more than a hundred of
frequencies on a nationwide basis. As noted in previous filings submitted by the Airlines, the
ground radio systems operating pursuant to these authorizations are vital to the airline industry, and
vital to security at airports throughout the country.

Both ARINC and Northwest have experienced interference to their 800 MHz operations.

Therefore, ARINC and Northwest are well familiar with the problems being experienced, as weli

as the burden of the task which they face under the Consensus Proposal in rebanding.

'Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Seeks Comments On “Supplemental Comments
of the Consensus Parties” Filed in the 800 MHz Public Safety Interference Proceeding, WT

Docket No. 02-55, DA No. 03-19 (WTB Jan. 3, 2003); Order Extending Time For Filing Of
Comments, WT Docket No. 02-55, DA 03-163 (PSPWD Jan. 16, 2003).
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The Airlines have decided to submit separate Comments in this proceeding as the result of
misinformation conveyed in the Januaryl0, 2003 Comments of Small Business in
Telecommunications (“SBT”). Specifically, SBT stated that the Consensus Proposal is “missing
support” from the airline industry.

To the contrary, ARINC is one the signatory parties to the Consensus Proposal (and in fact

ARINC is the first participant listed). ARINC is one of the primary drafters of the Consensus

~ Proposal, and in fact met with counsel to SBT as part of Private Wireless Coalition meetings. In

fact, many of the concepts introduced_in the Consensus Proposal were developed by ARINC. Most
of the major United States airlines are owners of ARINC, and all airlines were briefed on ARINC
positions at quarterly ARINC meetings. The Consensus Proposal enjoys the full support of ARINC
(one of the most impacted 800 MHz licensees) and ARINC urges the adoption of the Proposal.

For its part, United’s 800 MHz operations in Denver, Colorado, and 900 MHz operations at
Dulles International Airport in Virginia and at Los Angeles International Airport are deeply
impacted in this proceeding. United fully supports the efforts of fhe PWC on its behalf, as well as
ARINC’s efforts.

Finally, Northwest’s 800 MHz operations in Detroit, Michigan and Minneapolis, Minnesota
will ‘also be impacted by the Commission’s actions in this proceeding. Most importantly,
Northwest’s operations in Detrdit utilize so-called “Border Area Frequencies”. Therefore,
Northwest has closely watched the development of the Consensus Proposal on this issue.

Northwest’s Paul Anderson serves as Chairman of the Board of ITA, and as such Northwest has

2SBT Comments at 2.



been significantly involved in the development of ITA’s positions in this proceeding. ITA enjoys

Northwest’s full support, and Northwest will continue to work with ITA and ARINC to reach a

successful resolution in this proceeding.

WHEREFORE, the premises considered, it is respectfully requested that the Commission

act in accordance with the views expressed herein.

Respectfully submitted,

AERONAUTICAL RADIO, INC.
UNITED AIRLINES
NORTHWEST AIRLINES

By: Alan S. Tilles, Esquire

Their Attorney

Shulman, Rogers, Gandal, Pordy & Ecker, P.A.
11921 Rockville Pike, Third Floor

Rockville, Maryland 20852

(301) 230-5200

Date: February 10, 2003



Before the

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Improving Public Safety Communications in the

800 MHz Band

Consolidating the 900 MHz Industrial/Land
‘Transportation and Business Pool Channels

To:  The Commission

SMARTLINK COMMUNICATIONS
RAGAN COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
BELL INTERCONNECT, INC.
SKYLINE COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
MOTIENT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
COMMTRONICS OF VIRGINIA, INC.

WESTERN COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

WS ELECTRONICS, INC.
G & P COMMUNICATIONS

' KLL WIRELESS, INC.

CNY, INC.

Date: February 10, 2003

WT Docket No. 02-55
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COMMENTS

Respectfully submitted,

PETE’S COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

WECOM, INC.

WILLIAM J. YOUNG

NORTH SIGHT COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

JPJ ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

RACOM CORPORATION

INTEL CORPORATION

NEW YORK COMMUNICATIONS COMPANY

SR COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES

COMMUNICATIONS AND INDUSTRIAL
ELECTRONIC CORPORATION

By: Alan S. Tilles, Esquire

Their Attorney

Shulman, Rogers, Gandal, Pordy & Ecker, P.A.
11921 Rockville Pike, Third Floor

Rockville, Maryland 20852

(301) 230-5200



SUMMARY

JPJ Electronic Communications, Inc., Racom Corporation, Intel Corporation, New York
Communications Company, North Sight Communications, Inc., KLL Wireless, Inc., G & P
Communications, SR Communications Associates, CNY, Inc., Communications and Industrial
Electronic Corporation, Wecom, Inc., Ragan Communications, Inc., William J. Young, Ka-Comm,
Inc., WS Electronics, Inc., Western Communications, Inc., Commtronics Of Virginia, Inc., Motient
Communications, Inc., Smartlink Communications, Pete’s Communications, Inc., Skyline
Communications, Inc. and Bell Interconnect, Inc. (the “Joint Commenters™) hereby respectfully
submit their Comments in response to the Supplemental Comments filed by the Consensus Parties
in the above-captioned proceeding,.

In this proceeding, the Joint Commenters have filed Comments supporting the work of the
Private Wireless Coalition (“PWC”), which consists of trade associations which include the Joint
Cémmenters in their membership. Most significantly, on September 23, 2002, the Joint
Commenters submitted Comments suppotﬁng the Consensus Proposal filed by the PWC, in
conjunction with Nextel and the Public Safety community.

The Joint Commenters feel confident that the Consensus Plan is fair, reasonable and
appropriate. The Consensus Plan truly represent the “best efforts” of all involyed, and each should
be commended for their efforts. To date, no other participant in this proceeding has produced any
other proposal which does not require legislation, resolves interference, creates a measurable

protection standard, provides a funding mechanism without legislation, and is fair to all parties.

iii
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In the Matter of

Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

)

)
Improving Public Safety Communications in the ) WT Docket No. 02-55
800 MHz Band ) '

)
Consolidating the 900 MHz Industrial/Land )
Transportation and Business Pool Channels )
To:  The Commission

COMMENTS

JPJ Electronic Communications, Inc. (“JPJ”), Racom Corporation (“Racom”),’ Intel

Corporation (“Intel”), New York Communications Company (“NYCOMCO™), North Sight

'Racom has not previously participated in this proceeding, as Racom was involved in
complex negotiations with Nextel regarding the relocation of Racom’s Upper 200 Channels.

- Having reached an agreement with Nextel regarding these channels, Racom is now well

positioned to add its expertise in the relocation process to the record in this proceeding. Racom
operates over 80 ESMR sites throughout Iowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, and parts of Minnesota,
Wisconsin and Illinois. Racom serves approximately 10,000 users with over 60% being actual
public safety agencies. Another 25% are utility operators, with the remaining users being
transportation/industrial units. '

All of the Racom sites are connected together with T1 circuits, providing wide area
coverage and complete interoperability between all 10,000 users. The network is designed and
built to exacting Public Safety standards and offers 8 levels of priority usage. Over 25 million
transactions are handled each month with over 6 million of those being mobile data. Several
public safety agencies who have their own licensed 800 MHz channels and site equipment are
seamlessly interconnected into the Racom Network. These agencies utilize their own channels,
first and exclusively, and"roll-over" to Racom's ESMR channels automatically as the instant
critical need arises. Racom acts like a Multi-State interoperable network that encompasses the
whole range of First-Responders in any emergency; including many Federal Agencies also
brought together within this system. Thus, any action considered by the Commission must also
consider the impact on these public safety users, which have an equal right to public safety
system licensees to an interference-free operating environment.



Communications, Inc. (“North Sight”), KLL Wireless, Inc. (“KLL"), G & P Communications (“G
& P”), SR Communications Associates (“SRCA”), CNY, Inc. (“CNY”), Communications and
Industrial Electronic Corporation (“CIEC”), Wecom, Inc. (“Wecom™), Ragan 'Cvommunications, Inc.
(“Ragan”), William J. Young (“Young”), Ka-Comm, Inc. (“Ka-Comm”), WS Electronics, Inc.
(“WS”), Western Communicaﬁoné, -Inc. (“Western”), Commtronics Of Virginia, | Inc.
(“Commtronics”), Motient Communications, Inc. (“Motient”), Smartlink Communications
(“Smartlink™), Pete’s Communications, Inc. (“Pete’s”), Skyline Communications, Inq. (“Skyline™)
and Bell Interconnect, Inc. (“Bell”)(the “Joint Commenters™) hereby respectfullyr submit their
Comments in response to the Supplemental Comments filed by the Consensus Parties in the above-
captioned proceeding.?
I. BACKGROUND

Each of the Joint Commenters is a licensee or service provider in the 800 MHz band (and
in some cases 900 MHz). The group represents a cross-section of commercial and private radio
interests impacted in this proceeding. The Joint Commenters include internal user licensees (Intel),
SMR operators who have been relocated pursuant to the Commission’s “Upper 200” SMR channel
proceeding (Racom, JPJ, KLL, G & P, Ragan, Young, SRCA, CNY, Wecom, Skyline, WS, and

NYCOMCO), Economic Area Licensees in the “Lower 80” SMR channels (Western, Ragan, SRCA,

?Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Seeks Comments On “Supplemental Comments
of the Consensus Parties” Filed in the 800 MHz Public Safety Interference Proceeding, WT

Docket No. 02-55, DA No. 03-19 (WTB Jan. 3, 2003); Order Extending Time For Filing Of
Comments, WT Docket No. 02-55, DA 03-163 (PSPWD Jan. 16, 2003).




Motient and WS), EA Licensees in the Upper 200 SMR frequencies (North Sight), EA Licensees
in the General Category SMR Channels (Motient, Western), and incumbent SMR operators and
system managers throughout the band (Commtronics, Ragan, Motient, Racom, WS, Smartlink,
CIEC, Pete’s, Bell, Wecom, Young, Western, IE, JPJ and NYCOMCO). The group includes both
urban (Intel, Motient, NYCOMCO, Smartlink, Bell) and rural (JPJ, Western, Richardson, Racom,
etc.) operations. Most importantly, the group include licensees who have experienced interference
from Nextel and/or cellular companies. Thus, the Joint Commenters represent the entire panoply
of 800 MHz non-public safety licensees who are impacted in this proceeding.

In tlﬁs proceeding, the Joint Commenters have filed Comments supporting the work of the
Private Wireless Coalition (“PWC”), which consists of trade associations which include the Joint
Commenters in their membership. Most significantly, on September 23, 2002, the Joint
Commenters submitted Comments supporting the Consensus Proposal filed by the PWC, in
conjunction with Nextel and the Public Safety community.

| IL. COMMENTS
4. Reaching A Consensus Position

As the Commission is aware, in May of 2002 the Joint Commenters filed the most -
exhaustive examination of intefference in the 800 MHz band. The Joint Commenters made it clear
that Commission precedent demonstrated that the parties causing interference (primérily CMRS
operators) were responsible for curing that problem.

The problem, however, is that the Commission has heretofore not defined what is “harmful

interference” in the band (other than co-channel interference). There are no Part 90 Commission
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May 30, 2003

 Lucent Technologies
. . BellLabs_lnnovatlons \

Robert A. Geflich-  Lucent Technologies Inc.
Corporate Counsel ~ Room 3B-210
- 67 Whippany Road
- Whippany, NJ 07981-0903

" Telephone 973 386 7393
" Facsimile 973 386 2828
geilich@lucent.com

' By Electronic Filing

‘Matlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12% Street, SW.-
Washmgton DC 20554

Re: In the Matter of Improvmg Public Safety Commumcatlons m the 800 MHz Band
WT Docket No. 02-55 .
Ex Parte Presentation

" Dear Ms. Dortch:

Lucent Technolog1es' (Lucent), a glhbal -dev'eloper and manufacturer of wireless network
equipment, has followed the discussion in the Commission’s Docket 02-55 — “Improving Public

‘Safety Communications in the 800 MHz Band.” Although Lucent did not prevmusly file in the

Commission’s formal comment and reply cycles in this proceedmg, Lucent is keenly interested
in the allocation'of Commercial Mobile Radio Service (CMRS) spectrum in the U.S. and wishes
to add the following input to the - record. Lucent’s comments are limited to technical
considerations concerning mterference m1t1gat10n and do not address any cost issues associated
with this matter. - : :

Causes of CMRS-Public Safety Interference

Lucent concurs with the several commenters who suggest that an inherent cause of niterferencé :
into 800 MHz public safety systems is the disparate system designs used by public safety

| networks and CMRS systems, including Specialized Mobile Radio (SMR), and the close spectral -

proximity in which public safety and CMRS/SMR systems operate. As explained in many of the
filed comments, public safety operates noise limited systems which use a high site design with
one or few cell sites. CMRS/SMR operates  interference limited systems based upon low site-

~ designs with a cellular architecture. The possibility that a public safety receiver must operate in

a weak public safety signal area, while in the shadow of a CMRS base station and its assoclated

.. strong signal, prov1des the scenario for interference into pubhc safety systems.



- below 861 MHz.

| Lucent further agrees that this scenario is likely‘ to negatively impact the receipt of the desired

public safety signal through the presence of intermodulation (“IM™) products generated within
the public safety receiver. Multiple carrier frequencies from CMRS/SMR transmitters,

spectrally close to public safety systems, can mix to generate interfering signals (IM products)

that are within the victim system s band and, therefore, unable to be attenuated through the use
of ﬁlters '

Reahgnment of the Two Drsparate Technologles is the Best Method to Resolve CMRS
_ Public Safety Interference

h Rebandmg that would allocate a contiguous block of spectrum for pubhc safety systems, either

within the 800 MHz band or outside the band (e.g., 700 MHz), will significantly mitigate
interference from cellularized operations into non-cellular public safety systems.- The Consensus
Plan, for example, which would allocate the 806-816/851-861 MHz band to public safety and

~ private wireless, and the 816-824/861-869 MHz band to-cellularized SMR, will consolidate SMR o |

base station transmit operations above 861 MHz and relocate public safety mobile receive bands
below 861 MHz. This spectral separation, together with the ptoposed 2x2 MHz guard band .
between public- safety and SMR, wrll dramatlcally reduce IM products in the pubhc safety bands

'In addrtron, to the. extent that out-of-band ' emissions (OOBE) ‘may be another source of
interference into public safety systems, a realignment that provides spectral separation between
“ CMRS/SMR ' and public- safety . systems will enable the effective and practical -filtering of

CMRS/SMR base station transmissions not possible under the current interleaved band plan.-

. Thus, realignment of the 800 MHz band should s1gn1ﬁcantly resolve the CMRS/SMR-pubhc

safety mterference problem

- Moreover, the reahgmnent of this band is consistent with the recomnwndations of the

Commission’s Spectrum Policy Task Force (SPTF), which recognized, in its report; that a
common element that the Commission -should incorporate into its spectrum. policy is the
grouping of techmcally compatible systems in close spectral prox1m1ty " An obvious corollary ta. -

this recommendation is that disparate systems (such as high site noise limited systems and low

site mterference limited cellular systems) should be spectrally separated

Fmally, a s1gn1ﬁcant advantage of 800 MHz realignment is that it imposes a natronwrde solutron,
which would provide relief from potential interference at all 1mpacted locatrons, and mlmmlze
the need for reactive, srte-by-srte mrugatlon procedures

Motorola ) Proposed Technical Solutions Are a Supplement to Reallgnment, Not a
. Substitute

' Luicent recognizes the efforts of Motorola, which describe, in a tecent ex Dparte correspondence,

the development of improvemeénts to public safety receivers that will help mitigate potential
interference. Lucent suggests, however, that the future availability of such improvements

_(switchable attenuators, tunable filters) should not preclude and cannot substitute_ for the |



reahgnment of the 800 MHz band. As prev10usly noted there can. be 1no. doubt that the current '

800 MHz allocations for public safety, B/ILT, and SMR are ‘flawed, and that realignment to
_eliminate the interleaved assighments and to spectrally separate public safety from CMRS/SMR

systems that employ cellular architectures would significantly mitigate the potential for public.
safety interference. Indeed, Motorola, in its correspondence, notes that

...Nextel, working w1th associations that represent public safety and private radio

mterests has developed a plan (“consensus plan”) which would significantly reduce the . - |

_ interference in the 800 MHz band by consolidating pubhc safety use and eliminating the
mterleavmg of. CMRS channels Wlth pubhc safety »l

_Reahgnment should make it possrble for public safety handset manufacturers to des1gn receiver
front ends that are simpler and more eﬁ'ectlve, and ‘offer greater resistance to the effects of
' »mterference The additional improvements in public safety receiver technology described by - -
. Motorola — if implemented and used together with rebanding — should provide further protection.

Conclusion :

In smn;mary, Lucent believes that the Commission should consider realignment of the 800 Msz

‘band as the primary remedy to the problem of interference into pubhc safety systems, regardless
~ of any potential improvements in publlc safety receivers. that promise to reduce the impact of

interference. Lucent’s conclusion is based on technical considerations concerning mterference »
m1t1gat10n and does not address any cost issue assoclated with this matter.

Comments ﬁled in this proceedmg suggest the relocat10n of existing 800°MHz public safety

spectrum to contlguous frequencies - in either the 800- MHz or 700 MHz bands. As the
Commission is well aware, the 700 MHz band is encumbered with UHF-TV channels and its

_ avaﬂablhty in the near term (i.e., prior to 2006 or beyond) is problematlc

Tt would appear therefore that the m1t1gat10n of 800 MI-Iz mterference into public safety systems '
could be realized sooner if public safety systems are relocated. within' the. 800 MHz band
consxstent with the Consensus Plan - _

Sincerely,
/s/Robert A. Geilich

Robert A. Geilich -

" Corporate Counsel

" cc: Edmond Thomas, Chief, Office of Engineering' & Technology

" . 1 Motorola, at 2, May 6, 2003.



March 4, 2003 .

The Honorable M1chae1 K. Powell
Chairman

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW, Room 8-B201

‘Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Improving Public Safety Communication in the 800 MHz Band and Consolidating
the 900 MHz Industrial/Land Transportation and Business Pool Channels
WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Chairman Powell:

On August 7, 2002, the Private Wireless Coalition, the public safety community and
Nextel filed what has become known as the Consensus Plan to mitigate interference in the 800
MHz band. The Plan was developed further in a Supplemental filing on December 24, 2002,
which provided, among other things, an assurance, along with $150 million from Nextel, that the

costs of any necessary retuning by private wireless licensees would be reimbursed, if not
provided up front.

All of the signatories below rely on private wireless communications as an integral and
vital component of daily business operations and more importantly, for the safety of employees
and. the pubhc at-large. Moreover, all of the s1gnator1es below have made substantial
investments in communications equipment and licenses in the 800 MHz band. Based on the
need to communicate effectively and the investments in these systems, any final result of this
issue will have a serious impact on the signatories below.

We believe the most practical and equitable solution lies in the Consensus Plan. The
solution offered by the Consensus Parties is the least disruptive option to the private wireless
community, and permits all 800 MHz licensees to remain in this vital band. The minimal costs
associated with the retuning are still outweighed by the desired goal of this proceeding — to
mitigate the interference experienced by non-cellular licensees at 800 MHz. Unfortunately, no

other plan achieves this goal with pro-active solutions designed to protect licensees from future
interference or without wholesale leglslatlve changes.



As such, the signatoriés below support the Consensus Plan in that it achieves the
Commission’s goal of mitigating interference to non-cellular licensees, while also causing the
least amount of disruptions to those who will be affected by changes in the 800 MHz band.

William B. Baxter

Action Communications, Inc.
2816 North Stone

Tucson, AZ 85705

Elmer Battles

Battles Communications, Inc.
Post Office Box 146
Dexter, MO 63841

Dorothy Hudson
Telecommunications NA

Radio Communications Administrator
BP p.lc.

P. O. Box 812000
Chicago, IL 60681

Tommy L. Cook
Business Communications Corporation

. 4322 Hickman Road

Des Moines, IA 50310

Kevin Graybill
Graybill Electronics, Inc.

. 98 Emmons Street

Hiawatha, IA 52233

Sincerely,

Pat Fike _

Apache Corporation

2000 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 100
Houston, TX 77056

Ken Doll
BearCom
3505 Cadillac Ave., Bldg, L-1

Costa Mesa, CA 92626

William Holesworth

Blue Mountain Communications, Inc. (OR)
Business Radio, Inc. (WA)

Columbia Communications, Inc. (WA)
Radio Service Company, Inc. (OR)

P.O. Box 7266

205 N. Volland

Kennewick, WA 99336

David Haire

Coastal Electronics, Inc.
Post Office Box 12007
New Bern, NC 28561

David Terman

Highland Wireless Services, LLC
4400 N. Federal Hwy., #21009
Boca Raton, FL 33431



Randy Kinsolving

Miller Communications, Inc.
Route 4, Box 474-A
Parkersburg, WV 26101

Larry Brown

Ohio Valley 2-Way Radio, Inc.
2035 Parrish Avenue
Owensboro, KY 42303

Randy Fitch

Sutter Buttes Communications, Inc.

445 Palora Avenue
Yuba City, CA 95991

Doug Denmon

Monroe Communications, Inc.
1909 Auburn Avenue
Monroe, LA 71201

David Reeves -
P&R Communications Service, Inc
731 East First St.

Dayton, OH 45402-1383

Edward J. Kehn, Jr.
Wells Communications Service, Inc.
4338 Rt. 22 '

Plattsburgh, NY 12901



W L o A PPG Industries
o ' : . _ - PPG Industries, lnc.

- o S o One PPG Place — 39N
- Pitisburgh, PA 16272
Telephone: (412) 434-2740

. Fax: (412) 434-4201 -
dhmeclain@ppg.com

David K. McClain -
Assistant Counsel

* September 10, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch
‘Secretary

. Federal Commumcatlon_s Comm1ss10n

" 445 12® Street, SW

~ Washington, DC 20554
| Re: vDocket >02-55
Deér‘ Ms. Dorteh- |
PPG Ind:ustnes, Inc. (PPG) would hke to express its support for the “Consensus Plan”

- filed by public safety organizations, private wireless organizations and Nextel, in the

. above-referenced proceedmg regardmg mterference to 800 MHz pubhc safety
systems . . :

'PPG’s Lake Charles, Louisiana facility experiences mterference/mtermod problems
on Channel 4, which is 857. 86250 MHz Also, a formal complamt was filed in
' September 2002. :

Ifyou have any quesﬁons, please do net hesitate to contact me.
' Respectfully submitted, |
PPG INDUSTRIES, INC. -

 David H. McClain

DHM/dw

cc: T. Conmer = Lake Charles Plant
J. Fruge — Lake Charles Plant
J. Meadows — Lake Charles Plant
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HEALTHCARE

November 24, 2003

- Honorable Michael K. i’owell
_ Chairman, Federal Commumcatlons Commission

Room 8-B201 -
445 12® Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554
Re:  ‘WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Chaixman Powell: -

1 serve as Vlce President for Government Affairs for Provmce Health Care. Provinceisa -

pubhcly traded hospital management oompany and is listed on the NYSE as PRV.

Each of our 58 hospitals either owns and operates emergency services vehicles or serves

~ as ahome base for other EMS prov1ders Most of our hospitals are in rural areas and are

the only acute care provider available. Obv1ously, clear and unmterrupted

communications with our EMS units is vital for the safety of our patients.

First responders across the United States naye had increasing problems because their

public safety radio communications are \fulnerable to interférence from cellular phones. -

As ceih_ﬂar usage increases, the risk o;f gaibled or blocked police, fire, and other public '

safety communications increases.

‘ We understarid that the Tederal Communications Commission has before ita “Consens-us

: 'Plan” that would address cellular/pubhc safety radio interference problems and prov1de

more of the spectrum that first resPonders urgently need for radio communications.. We
understand that the Consensus Plan is supported.by the Association of Public-Safety
Communications Officials — International, Inc., as well as the International Association of

Fire Chiefs, Inc., the International Municipal Signal Association, the International



W

" Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities Chiefs Association, the Major Counties
~ Sheriffs Association, and the National She_riffs Association.

I believe it is vital that lines of communications between our hospitals and EMS, fire, and

pohce agencies be clear of interference. Weé urge you t6 strongly consider the Consensus

Plan as a long-term answer for this problem.

Please feel free to contact me at 615.376.7268 if you have any quesf;ions or desire further

information. .

Very truly youss,

Tony Fay

Vice President of Govérnment A ffairs -
Province Healthcare',Company

105 Westwood Place, Suite 400
Brentwood, Tennessee 37027
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: WASHINGTON, DC 20515-2107
i 7TH DISTRICT, MASSACHUSETTS . . - {202) 225—2836'
ENERGY AND COMMERCE COMMITTEE DISTRICT OFFICES:
RANKING MEMBER )
TG (ztungrcss of the Wnited States fbeyroy
THE INTER .
) SELECT COMMITTEE ON . - ' ) %ﬂuﬁt ﬂt ikepresmtatlheﬁ 198 chconc STREET, SUITE 102
. HOMEL“ND SECURITY . wagb‘ngtun, E@ 20515_2107 . o ) meyo?m:x::”oz .
 RESOURCES COMMITTEE December 18, 2003 . www.house.gov/markey

The Honorable Michael K. Powell = . .
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mx. Chairman:

1 am writing with respect to public safety communications. In partlcular Iwishto
comment upon the Commission’s public interest responsibility in assuring public safety

-entities that they possess the spectrum resources requisite for performing their important
' dutles for commumtles around the,country. .

As you well know, the Congress has acted in a number of instances in recent
years to address the telecommunications needs of public safety entities.
, Congress enacted in 1997, budget-related provisions dJrectmg the Commission to set
") aside certain spectrum for future law enforcement use; in 1999, Congress enacted P.L.
T 106-81, which established 911 as the ubiquitous emergency number nationally and
promoted the development in the States of enhanced 911 capablhtles and related
* functions; and most recently, both House and Senate this session have passed grant
-program authorizations to assist public safety answering points in handling wireless calls.
Hopefully this last measure will see quick legislative action in the upcommg sess1on

‘Without questlon itis mcumbent upon Congress to do even more to ass1st pubhc
‘safety entities, especially in the area of basic funding assistance for the communications
infrastructure and interoperability reqmrements of public safety entities. Yet while
Congress still has 1mportant work to do in this area, the Commission has the ability to

- assist public safety in a critical important area, namely the short and long-term spectrum
needs of public safety entities.

Dunng the August recess, Thosted a meetmg in my congressmnal district which

was attended by dozens of police and fire chiefs for local and regional authorities, FEMA
- and state law enforcement entities. At this meeting is quickly became clear that

mterference initigation, mteroperablhty, and the long-term emergency communications:
requirements of these jurisdictions were key concerns. As Terence Reardon, Chief of the
Revere, Massachusetts, Police Department mentioned in a letter recently, one key
problem is that “the technologles used by public safety and commercial wireless entities
are mismatched with one another when they are located on channels close to each other.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



. “The Honorable Mlchael K. Powell
~ December 18, 2003 .
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The result: hazardous and nsky mterference, which causes distorted: and _]umbled
communications and prevents our public safety officials from doing their job.

| und.erstand_ the Commission is currently consldermg proposals to resolve some
of these issues, including the so-called “Consensus Plan.” Ihave been contacted in
support of this plan by the North Eastern Massachusetts Law Enforcement Council, the
-Metropolitan Law Enforcement Council, and the Greater Boston Police Council, in
addition to many individual local chiefs of police and.fire departments in eastern
Massachusetts. Collectively these entities represent over 400 law enforcement
jurisdictions and thousands of uniformed first responders.

The Consensus Plan is a landable, pro-active attempt to address key issues

. affecting public safety entities. I encourage the Commission to utilize the policy
blueprint offered by the Plan as a basis to resolve outstanding issues in a timely manner.
Thank you in advance for your time and attention to these important public safety
‘spectrum issues, which I know you agree go to the heart of the Comm1ss1on s mission.

Sincerely,

Edward J. Marke
" ‘Ranking Democrat

House Subcommittee on
“Telecommunication and the Internet
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WiLLiam H. FRIST
MaAJORITY LEADER

UNITED STATES SENATE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

November 20, 20(')3'

" The Honorable Michael ?oweu
- Chairman

Federal Commmncahona Comnusswn
445 12" Street, SE '
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

' I've been hea.rmg froms numbcr of public safety leadcrs in my state and around the
country- local police officers, ﬁreﬁghters emergency response personnel and other first
responders- about the alarming issue of public safety communications intérference. The fact that
public safety officials are concerned sbout their own safety and thar ot‘ the people they protect
makes me extremely oancemed

As a first resPonder in the mcchcal field, I can aftést o the unportance of rehable

" communications. Reliable systems means saving time and subsequently saving lives. When these

systems are compromxsed. our sbility to provide a safe, quick regponse to the public is severely
affected. In this new era of increased homeland security, the need to eqmp our, first respond:rs

' with rapid and reliable commumca'aons is a top priority. .

I have been mformed that the FCC is explonng ways to remedy this trcubhng sxtunuon
Having heard from a riumber of public sefely organizations on the varying proposals, I would like
to express my support for the public safety proposal, the “consensus plan," which provides a

.]ong-tctm solution that would allow ﬁrst—rr:spcnders to communicate virtually interference-free,

As time passes, the risks from this problem continue to grow. This is cnncn.l issue for
imy constituents and our nation- ] urge you to act expr.dmously by puttmg the safety and’

effectiveness of pubhc safety oﬁmals first.

Msjority Leader
United States Senate

NOYT PRINTED AT GCOVERNKENT CXPENBE -
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Congress of the Hnited States
T aghington, BC 20510
November 18, 2003

The Honorable Michael Powell

Chairman .
_ Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Powell: l

Public safety leaders in Montana and around the country have contacted us about the alarming
problems with public safety interference. The fact that these local police officers, firefighters,
emergency response personnel, and other first responders are concémeéd about their safety and
the safety of those they protect is of great concemn. In this new era of increased homeland
security, equipping our first responders with rapid and reliable commumications needs to be a top
prority.

Interference to public safety communications is a growing problem in Montana and should be
remedied in a comprehensive and pro-active manner. We cannot continue with a “wait and see”
approach to resolving interference — the risk to our public safety professionals and the American
public is too great. : :

The fundamental cause of interference is the close proximity of public safety and commercial
wireless operations within the 800 MHz spectrum band. In order to virtually eliminate the
probability of interference occurring, the 800 MHz spectrum should be realigned. Ideally, any
-solution to this problem accomplishes this goal while at the same time providing additional
spectrum to public safety with no cost to the public safety organizations and local governments
that are now struggling with limited resources. With lives on the line, we cannot afford to do
anything less. ' ' ' o

As time passes, our risks from this problem continue to grow. This is a critical issue for our
constituents and our nation. We urge you to act expeditiously by putting the safety and
~ effectiveness of public safety officials first.

Sincerely,

DENNY REHBERG CONRAD BURNS MAX BAUCUS
U.S. Congressman U.S. Senator ' U.S. Senator
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/
Chairmaa j”‘
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445 12ty Strept, SW o 7 i
Waskingtop, DO 20554 %mmw . m
Dear Chairtnan Powell:

1 am writing to you about an issue of growing importance to the public safety providers and emergency
“first responders” in my district. It is becoming increasingly clear that public safety organizations - fire,
medical, police and other emergency groups, have insufficient radio spectrum to meet their critical needs.

As you well know, the primary problem is that public safety and commercial radio frequencies are
intermingled and adjacent to one another. This haphazard blending of communications networks is
Ieading to dangerous interference that risks the lives of public safety personnel and the citizens they
protect. Currently, Ohio is implementing a statewide 800 MHz digital voice communications systemi that
e will help the state’s first responders provide a more coordinated and effective response to emergencies.
) Having the necessary amount of spectrum is vital to completing this system.

I understand that the fundamental cause of interference is the close proximity of public safety and
commercial wireless operations within the 800 MHz spectrum band, The Federal Communications
Commission should consider a comprehensive approach to rebanding that solves the problemon a
national basis. Leaders in the public safety community believe that you can achieve this goal by enacting
a plan that will provide additional spectrum to public safety — at no cost to the public saféty organizations

and local governments that are now struggling with limited resources. With lives on the line, we cannot
afford to do anything less.

This is a critical issue for our nation and I urge you to act expeditiously. In this era of increased homeland
security, the need to equip our first responders with rapid and reliable cormunications must be a top
priority. This interference to public safety communications needs to be remedied without delay.

Sincerely,
9 HOV 2003 RCVD
Bob Ney . )
No. of Copias rec'd___
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COMMITYEE ON ARMED BEAVICES

Congress of the Tnited States

ProveciON FORCES
[ e Houge of Representatives _
SELECT COMMITTEE ON THashington, BE 20515-3002 0 2-55
HOMELAND SECURITY

CYBERSECURITY, SCIENCE AND
RESEARCY AND DEVELOPMENT

INTELLIGENCE AND COUNTERTEMIONIZM

November 4, 2003 RECEIVED

NOV 2 6 2003
The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman Fadsrsl Commumcations Commission
Federal Communications Commission Office of the Secretary

445 12% Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: WT Docket Number 02-55 (Public Safety on 800 Megahertz Band)

Dear Chairman Powell:

WASHINGTON OPFICE
108 Cannon Houst Ormce Bunong
WASHINGTON, DC 20518
TewerHONe (202) 225-2735
Fax {202} 225-6976

CIFTRICT OPIICE
Tom Sumsasr SourH
300 CanTERVILLE ROAD, Surme 200
Wamwicx, Ri 02088

TererHone (401) 732-9400
r FAX (40Y) 7372882

vww housa gov/angevin

As a member of the House Select Commitiee on Homeland Security, I have heard from

first responders and public safety leaders in my district and around the country about the
critical issue of public safety interference. In fact, in a recent survey I conducted of first
responders in my district, nearly half of the respondents listed communications as one of

their top three homeland security priorities.

The fact that public safety officials are worried about their safety and the safety of those
they protect because of problems with the spectrum is of great concern to me, and it points
to an urgent need to ensure that our first responders are equipped with the proper tools for

rapid and reliable communications.

Interference with public safety communications is an increasing problem throughout the
country and will only worsen as commercial witeless operators and public safety entities
continue to enhance their communications systems. This type of interference must be
remedied in a comprehensive manner. The risk to our first responders is too great to rely
on an approach based on resolving interference only after it occurs in a particular location.

As you know, the primary cause of this interference is the close proximity of public safety
and commercial wireless operations within the 800 MHz spectrum band. In order to
virtually eliminate the probability of interference, the 8300 MHz spectrum needs to be
realigned. 1support a solution that accomplishes this goal while simultancously providing
the public safety community with much-needed additional spectrum at no cost to their
organizations or to local governments, many of which are now struggling through fiscal

crises of their own.

No of Cruies rec'd [ 12 NOV 2003 ROVD

List ABCDE
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This is a critical issue for our country, and we cannot afford to stop short in this endeavor,
or rely upon a piecemeal solution. 1 appreciate your intezest in addressing this problem
and urge you and your fellow Commissioners to act expeditiously to realign the 800 MHz
spectrum with the best interests of our public safety officials, and all American citizens, in
mind. Thank you for your attention to this matter, and I look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,
es R. Langevin
Member of Congress

cc:  The Honorable Kathleen Q. Aberathy
The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein
The Honorable Michael J. Copps
The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, FCC Secretary

5 %Cir T
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October 28, 2003

The Honoreble Michael Powell

Chairman

Federal Communications Commv.ssxon

445 Twelfth Street, SW

Washington, D.C. 20554
Dear Mr. Chairman:

I am writing to share the concerns of the Professional Fire Fighters of South Dakota about
interference probléms in the 800 MHz spéctrum band that is complicating the jobs of public )
safety providers and emergency "first responders” around the country. The enclosed letter from
Steven J. Dirksen, the President of the organization, reflects the group’s concerns &nd conveys its

_support for a proposal known as the “Conseasus Plan.

As you are well aware, public safety arid commercial wireless operatars reside in close proximity
on the spectrum. Operations by these adjacent licensees, providing service in complisnce with
the Commission’s interference rules, have nonetheless resulted in instances of interference that
endanger public safety personnel and the citizens they protect. The Professional Fire Fighters of
South Dakota, as well as 2 manber of other public safety orgenizations, have embraced the

' rehanding approach in the “Consensus Plan” as 2 promisimg way to resolve the problem.

Spectrum management is extraordinarily complex, and the Commission is the appropriate vehiole

for evaluating this highly technical issue. Moreover, any effort to reallocate spectrum has a
significant impact on other usets, taxpayers and the public interest that should not be ignored by
the Commission as it addresses the intcrfmce problems in the 800 MHZ speotrum band.

I urge you to consider these factors as you craft a comprehensive response to the growing
interference prob]cm faoed by public safoty organizations. Ialso encourage the Comrmssmn ta
addrcss this pressmg igsue in a timely mammer.
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The Honorable Michael Powell
Chairmman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear The Honorable Powell:

. Iamkeenly interested in finding a solution to the dangerous problem of public safety 800
MHz interference. Published findings and research have long pointed to the need to implement a
permanent and long-term solution to the rise in interference in radio communications for
firefighters, police and EMS personnel across America. Like our nation’s first responders, we

call upon the Federal Communications Commission to take the necessary action to resolve this
major challenge.

Our nation’s first responders need clear and reliable communications in order to perform
their jobs effectively. Dangerous interference, which this year hit a new high, is due to the
intermingling of public safety and wireless carriers in the 800 MHx spectrum. An effective plan
must address the root cause of interference by realigning this jumbled spectrum, instead of
relying on reactive mitigation tactics that leave some jurisdictions with older, more vulnerable
systems. With so many lives on the line, a clear and final decision must be made to re-band

intermingled spectrum to penmanently and effectively extinguish interference and protect against
future circumstances that will inevitably arise in other jurisdictions,

However, it is absolutely necessary that any such plan account for all of the potential
costs that public safety agencies may accrue to relocate to the new spectrum. Furthermore, local
public agencies must not be burdened to front the costs of the transition when many jurisdictions
have recently invested millions of dollars to update their older systems to the current NPSPAC
spectrum. The final ruling by the FCC should include sufficient funds available, not merely
promised, for multiple retunes, equipment upgrades or replacement, manpower, parts, and other
required items. It is also important for the Commission to account for the unique types of state-
wide or regional communications systems that have evolved to integrate urban, rural,
international borders and multi-jurisdiction areas. I favor any plan that calls for industry to
contribute to the costs of the transition.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS



‘The Honorable Michael Powell
October 31, 2003
Page 2

America’s firefighters, emergency medical personnel and law enforcement officers will
continue to risk their lives by responding to hazardous situations without sufficient
communications to direct their actions or alert them of dangers. In response, the FCC must take
~ the initiative and provide the tools necessary for our nation’s first responders to do their job

effectively and safely. Iimplore you to make the solution to communications interference your
top priority. '

CURT WELDON
Member of Congress

CW:jd
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Dear Commissioner Powell: ',)'))Y\(\

I am writing to you regarding an issue of growing importance to the public safety
providers and emergency "first responders" in my district. It is becoming increasingly
clear that public safety organizations - fire, medical, police and other emergency groups -
have insufficient radio spectrum to meet their critical needs.

As you know, the primary problem is that public safety and commercial radio frequencies
are intermingled and adjacent to one another. This haphazard blending of
communications networks is leading to dangerous interference that risks the lives of
public safety personnel and the citizens they protect. It is the view of public safety
leaders that as time passes this interference problem will continue fo grow. .
As 1t is explained to me, the fundamental cause of interference is the close proximity of
public safety and commercial wireless operations within the 800 MHz spectrum band,
The Federal Communications Commission should consider a comprehensive approach to
rebanding that solves the problem on a national basis. Leaders in the public safety
community believe that you can achieve this goal by enacting a plan that will provide
additional spectrum to public safety at no cost to the public safety organizations and local
governments that are now struggling with limited resources. With lives on the line, we
cannot afford to do anything less.

This is a critical issue for our nation and I urge you to act expeditiously. In this era of
increased homeland security, the need to equip our first responders with rapid and
reliable communications must be a top priority. This interference to public safety

communications needs to be remedied without delay.
7 ] ,@M 12 NOY 2008 RCUD

T. DOOLITTLE
ited States Representative

Sincerely,

NO of CD()E‘Q’“‘ ’
ListABCDE 0 /
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Harlin R MeEwen |

Chairma - Communiaﬁons and Tedmotogy Commitiee,

Internationat Asseclation of Chiefs of Police (IACP)

- Communications. Advisor - Major Cities Chiefs Association {MCO),
Naﬁanal Shenffs’ Association (NSA), Major County Sheriffs’ Assodation: MCSA)
Chesf of Police {M} <Gty of Fehusca, 1%

EBI Deputy Asuistant Director: {Ra} Washington, DC

422 Winthmp Diive, Rthaca, NY 14856‘1?39
Fax (667) 25?*818? o E=Mail - Chieﬂ-lRM@teo gw * Pheue (607) 257-1522.

Hovember 3, 2003

445 12@1 SXreet, SW .
Washington; DC 20554

RE: WT Docket No. 62:55

Dea Chainan Powelli | S K

m préséntinig to you further afffrmation of the wide support of the: Consensus Plan .

.fmm the public saféty wmmumi:y . Accompanying this letter is a: petition with more thar 500

‘suppurting Signatures representing chiefs of palice and other law enforcement professionals -

froim arourid the: -country.

_ ‘rhe s;gnatures répresent the sh-ength af pubﬁc safety’ suppnr(:for tié Consénsus Plafi
1o redlign the spectium and alléviate Interference in the 800 MHz band — & plan cutrently
tnder consideration by the Commission, - Recently; the Stréfigth 6f this stpport has been
called into, question, ‘We dFganized this petition to high, ght that the drganizational stppoit far
‘thie Consensus Plan — support from the Infernational Assodiation of Chiefs of Pofice andihe
Majar-Cities Chiefs Association—Is squarely in e with the pintonis and: needs of the
inembers of these ofganizations, Rankiand file inembiers joiti the TACP-and MCC to miake sure

that issues importartt to law enforcément are Identified and addressed.. This petition -

defhonistrates that the JIACP-and MCCleadecshiponﬁ}eiasue of 800 MHz inted
‘dearly supported bythe membership

1-can speak firsthand te the entfmséasm and convact%h ameﬁg TACE: and MCC inériibers
fo!lewing notification of thils petition. They rec:agmze, fike so manyoftheir public safety.
colleagues; that intérferenceis:a dafigerous problem in:need of a coripréhensive, proactive
and-fully-funded solution —a solution ofFered ggjx by the Consatisug Plan.




' Commlssener Kathleén Q. A

i hope that as you and the members of t:he Commission consider the options for
dealing with 800 MHz interference you will kegp I inind the strefigth of support from public
safety for the Consensus.Plan. The lives of law enforcement oﬂicers and the communities we

| proudly protect are too lmportant to do: umerwise.

Commissioner Jenathan.S. Melstem ' . |
Coftmissioner Michael J; Copps: . '
Comtissioner Kevin 3: Maitin : : ‘

- Secretary Marleae H. Dortch




- October 27, 2003

_The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman, Fedétal Communications Commission
445 12t Street, SW, Room 8-B201

. Washington, DC 20554

| RE: Support for the 800 MHz “Consensus Plan” to solve Public Safety interference

. -Dear Chairrrian.'PoWe]l'-

We, the undersigned, gathered to attend the Annual Conference of the International Association
of Chiefs of Police TACP) and/or the Annual Meeting of the Major Cities Chiefs Association
(MCC) in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from October 19-24,2003, ate extremely concerned with

. interference in the 800MHz band of the radio spectrurm and believe the ConsensusPlan is the best'

solution. It is estimated that public safety agencies will experience interference at more than 350

- locations this year — the hlghest smgle—year total to date. The ttend is alarming and foreshadows
- further interruption of mission critical communications dunng everyday emergenaes and future

catastrophic events.

We believe the Corisen'sus Plan proposal for the realignment of the spectrum is the best solution
to the current situation; it is supported by all of the major pubhc safety organizations. We
advocate for the Consensus Plan because it will:

v ‘remedy mtcrfe.tence to public safety communications systems and private wireless systems

opetatlng at 800 MHz

v" minimize disruption to emsung licensees and services - 70 percent of emsung private
witeless incumbents would achieve benefits of the Consensus Plan without any system
modifications Whatsoevet

v ensute public safety agencies would have access to additional spectrum to support their
| mission critical commumcattons :

v require no fed_era.l, state or local fundmg to implement.
As time passes our risks from this problem continue to grow. This is a critical issue for the pubhc
safety community and our nation. Therefore, we strongly urge you to consider the safety and

effectiveness of public safety personnel as yout top pnonty

Thank you in advance fot your consideration.

o Respectfully,
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NEXTEL



| In the Matter of

: Improvmg Pubhc Safety Commumcatlons

Before the o
- FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
' Washington, D.C. 20554

in the 800 MHz Band L ‘

o - S WT Docket No. 02-55
Consolidating the 900 MHz Industrial/ '
Land Transportation and Business Pool
Channels,

. .

) SUPPLEMENTAL COMMENTS OF NEXTEL COMMUNICATIONS INC
' Nextel Commumcatlons Inc. (‘Nextel”) submlts these supplemental comments to
reinforce its commitment to fund the relocation of public safety and' pnvat_e '_w1reless
incurnbents as part of t‘he-Co'nsensus Plan for 800 MHZ Reahgmnent (the “Consensus
) in the. above—captloned proceedmg | | |

As descnbed in prevmus ﬁhngs by Nextel and the Consensus Parties,’ Nextel will

. prov1de up to $850 million to cover the relocatlon expenses of public safety and pnvate

wireless incumbent Fcensees required to relocate under the Consensus Plan Nextel will

3 See Reply Comments of Industrial Telecommumcahons Association, Inc., et al

~ (“the Consensus Parties™), WT Docket No. 02-55 (Aug. 7, 2002) (“Consensus Plan”) The

Consensus Parties have clarified and amended the Consensus Plan in subsequent filings in
WT Docket No. 02-55. See Consensus Comments of the Consensus Parties (Sept. 23,

'2002); Supplemental Comments of the Consensus Parties (Dec. 24, 2002); Reply

Comments of the Consensus Parties (Feb 25, 2003); Ex Parte Subrmss1on of thej
Consensus Parties (Aug. 7, 2003).

2 - See Improving Public Safety Commumcatzons in the 800 MHz Band, Consolidating
the 900 MHz Industrial/Land Transportation and Business Pool Channels, Notice of
Proposed Rulemakmg, 17 FCC Red 4873 (2002). ' :

3 Consensus Plan at 19-21; Supplemental Comments of the Consensus Parties at 4-8;

Reply Comments of the Consensus. Parties at 11; Ex Parte Submission of the Consensus

. Parties at 50-32.



take the actions deseribed below to provide absolute assurance to' 800- MHz incumbent
licensees and to the Federal Communication's COmmissioﬂ (the “Commission’:) that Nextel

can and will provide the relocation funding described in the Consensus Plan, regardless of

. Nextel’s future: »ﬁna‘ncial condition.* These actions enhance  the fundxng mechanism

_ de'scrib_'ed in the Consensus Parties’ Supplemental Comments, filed on December 24, 2002.

I.  NEXTEL’S REVISED FUNDING MECHANISM: A $100 MILLION ASSET
'~ 'TRANSFER AND $750 MILLION IRREVOCABLE LETTER OF CREDIT

As explained in prior ﬁliﬁ'gs,’ the Consensus Plan proposes establishing a

- “Relocation Fund” to ﬁnance 800 MHz mcumbent Tetuning costs An independent Fund

Admnustrator would manage the Relocation Fund.6 The Fund Adm1mstrator will disburse

-fundsdlrectly to incumbent public safety and private wireless hcensees, or the1r designees, =

as covered relocation expenses are incurred. No public safety agency or private wifeless

operators will have to first put up relocation funding and then seek reimbursement from

the Relocation Fund.”

4 Nextel’s funding commitment remains contmgent on the Commission’s adopnon of

all relevant terms of the Consensus Plan, including the creation of (i) a 16 MHz cellular
block from 816-824/861-869 MHz licensed primarily to Nextel, and (ii) a 10 MHz
replacement spectrum block licensed to Nextel for CMRS semces at 1910—1915/1990-

1995 MHz.
5

. Supplemental Comments of the Consensus Parties at 7.
J ‘Nextel has no objectlon to the Comm1ss1on having an approval or consent role in

. the selection of the Fund Administrator.

7 The Consensus Parties propose that the Relocation Fund provide fundmg for the

same varied relocation expenditures that were covered during the retuning of the Upper
200 SMR. Channels, pursuant to Section 90.699 of the Commission’s rules. 47 CFR. §

* 90.699. Accordingly, if the Commission adopts the Consensus Plan, the Relocation Fund

would cover the costs associated with the necessary reprogramming, retuning, and

' replacement of radio handsets and base station eqmpment “This would include the cost of

software upgrades; engineering services, legal services, labor required for carrying out the
retuning, site fees, testing of the retuned systems, and FCC and other regulatory fees. If
new equipment — either handset or network equipment — is necessary to relocate a licensee,

.



)

Nextel will deposit at least $100 million in cash to an escrow account created and

designated for paying 800 MHz rettming costs pursuant to the Consensus_Plan.s_ Nextel

_ will secure the remehﬁng up to $750 million through an irrevocable stand-by letter of

cred1t from mternatlonally recognized commercral lending mstlmtrons - The letter of
credit wﬂl prov1de payments to the Relocation Fund for dlsbursement dlrectly to (or for the
benefit of) 800 MHz mcumbent retunees in the unhkely event that Nextel is not able to |

prov_ide the necessary funding of up to $850 million to complete ‘the Consensus Plan

. retuning proc'ess These bankruptcy—proof arrangements should grve the Commlssmn

complete confidence that the fundmg necessary to complete 800 MHz reahgnment under |

the Consensus Plan will be secured and available regardless of future changes in Nex_tel’

.ﬁnanc1a1 pos1t10n

Nextel is ta.kmg these actlons to ﬁ.lrther demonstrate the v1ab111ty of the umque |

pubhc/pnvate. Consensus Plan partn_ershrp as a means of preventing public safety '
' interference and eliminating that threat to »the safety of vour'b Nation’s first responders. ‘The

‘Consensus Plan will "correct'the Commission’s now outtnoded_ 800 MHz spectrum plan —

thereby addressing the fundamental cause of this interference and preventing it before it

the cost of such new equlpment will be covered by the Relocation Fund. In addition, as

- discussed in previous filings, the Relocation Fund will cover the necessary steps for the
. type of system being retuned to implement retuning - without disrupting critical

communications. See Supplemental Comments of the Consensus Parties at 3-7 a.nd ‘

_Appende A.

8 ° Nextel had prevmusly comnntted to make an m1t1al $25 rmllron cash contnbutlon :
Nextel’s revised commitment quadruples its up- ~front cash asset transfer for relocation
funding. :

9 Nextel has amended a credit facility w1th its cornmerc1al lenders to obtain the |

necessary letter of credit as needed.

10 Of course, Nextel will reduce the letter of credit amount periodically as it pays for

Consensus Plan retuning and reduces its overall retuning obligation. Nextel will transfer

funds into the Relocation Fund either directly or from the escrow account at its discretion.

-3-
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“occurs. Public safety first responders deserve no less and the Consensus Plan delivers that

result — as described herein — at no cost to the American taxpayer. - | )

IL CONCLUSION
Accordingly, the revised funding arrangements described herein prbﬁde 800 MHz
incumbents with full assufance that they will not bea'r the ongoing ﬁnnncial burden of

resolvmg mterference in the 800 MHz band The Consensus Plan is the only proposal in

this proceedmg that prov1des such assurance. _Th1s is yet another reason that the

B Comm1ss1on should adopt the Consensus Plan as soon as possible.

Respectfully submltted
. NEXTEL COMMUN"ICATIONS INC.

“mem oo emeeee == -Robert S Foosaner -———— -
' Senior Vlce President and Chief Regulatory Ofﬁcer

~ Lawrence R. Krevor
Vlce Pres1dent Government Affairs

James B. Goldstein
Senior Attorney — Government Affairs

2001 Edmund Halley Drive
Reston, VA 20191
(703) 433-4141

Regina M. Keeney

~Charles W. Logan

Stephen J. Berman : .
Lawler, Metzger & Mllkman, LLC

12001 K Street, NW, Suite 802

Washington, DC 20006
(202) 777-7700

Counsel for Nextel Communications, Inc

November 3,_2003
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. Talkmg Points:
Nextel Guarantee of Funding for 800 MHz Re-bandmg

" On Nevember 3, 2003, Nextel filed a letter with the FCC descnblug how it will

secure its $850 million retuning funding commitment under the Consensus Plan

“for 800 MHz realignment.

Assuming the FCC adopts the Consensus Plan, regardless of Nextel's future
financial cond1t10n, these arrangements provide additional assurance to the FCC

- andto public safety and private wireless incumbent hcenseeq, that Nextel can and

will provide up to $850 million for retumng

.. Nextel quadrupled its initial up-front cash comm1tment from $25 million to at :

least $100 million, which it will place in an escrow account, designated for p paymg

800 MHz retumng costs under the Consensus Plan.

Nextel will secure the remammg portion of up to $750 million. through one or-
more irrevocable stand-by letters of credit issued by internationally recognized

~ commercial lending institutions. The letters of credit will provide payments to the
" Consensus Plan’s Relocation Fund should Nextel not meet its obligation to fund

the relocation costs during the retumng process contemplated by the Consensus
Plan | _

’l_'he Consens_us Plan calls for establishing an independent fund administrator to
pay retuning costs as they are incurred directly to the retuning party or its

‘designee. No pubhc safety agency w111 have to put up any money and then seek

relmbursement

These retumng funds will pay for the radio software changes, base station channel
changes, required equipment replacement and other necessary retuning costs to
eliminate interference to public safety and private wireless licensees that occurs as
a byproduct of 800 MHz commerclal cellular operations.

Based on Nextel’s previous extenSive experience in retuning licensees within the

800 MHz band, Nextel’s $850 million funding commitment represents an
adequate commitment of resources to cover the costs of the retuning process.



-  Nextel Cbmmunication's Inc.
NEerL 2001 Edmund Halley Drive |
~ Reston, VA 20191
‘November 3, 2003 : : |

Contacts
- Media: Christopher Doherty (703) 433-4656
Investors: Paul Blalock (703) 433-4300 .

NEXTEL _ENI-_IANCES.COMI_VIITMENT_TO FUND CONSENSUS PLAN
~ Conpany to Secure Its $85 0 Million Commitment for Reloc:ttion Expenses of
Incumbent 800 MH_z_ng_e!_zsees by Placing Funds in Escrow and Prowdmg Irrevocable
- Letters of Credit

RESTON Va.— November 3, 2003 Nextel Commumcatlons Inc. (NASDAQ: NXTL) today filed comments
with the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) reinforcing its commitmient and outlining specific steps to
- assure the FCC, and public safety and private wireless 800 MHz incumbent licensees, that it will provide up to
$850 million in relocation funding described in the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Reahgnment

The Company notified the FCC that it will deposit $100 million in cash in an-escrow account to be avallable to
pay 800 MHz retuning costs pursuant to the terms of the Consensus Plan, and will secure the remaining $750
* million commitment through one or more irrevocable stand-by letters of credit issued by internationally recognized
commercial lending institutions. The letters of credit will provide payments to the Relocation Fund should Nextel
not meet its obligation to fund the relocation costs during the retuning process contemplated by the. Consensus Plan.
No upfront or other retuning costs will be required of any public safety or private wireless relocatee.

The additional steps taken by Nextel today are desxgned to prov1de the FCC and 800 MHz incumbent licensees
with absolute assurance that the relocation funding described in the Consensus Plan will be available, regardless of -
future changes in Nextel’s financial position. The Company believes that these enhancements should resolve any
concerns about Nextel’s ability to meet its financial commitment under the Consensus Plan.

Commenting on today’s filing with the FCC, Paul Saleh, Chief Financial Officer of Nextel Communications,
_ Inc,, said, “Nextel’s decision to place $100 million in an escrow fund and arrange for $750 million of irrevocable

» letters of credit for the benefit of 800 MHz incumbent licensees demonstrates our commitment to ensuring that
funding of the relocation expenses under the Consensus Plan is secured. Nextel remains committed to eliminating
the causes of public safety interference through 800 MHz realignment and eliminating that threat to the safety of
‘our nation’s first responders.”. He added, “The public safety community deserves high quality wireless
communications and the Consensus Plan is the most comprehensive and only fully-funded plan which will achieve

the FCC’s ob_]ectlves of eliminating interference and creating more spectrum opportunities for public safety
~ agencies.”

» The Consensus Plan provides for the creation of a “Relocation Fund” to pay for 800 MHz incumbent licensee
. retuning costs. An independent Fund Administrator would manage the Relocation Fund, and would disburse funds
“directly to incumbent public safety and private wireless licensees, or their designees, as covered relocation éxpenses



B

are mcurred These fundmg mechamsms will allow pubhc safety agencles or anate w1reless operators to access
dlrectly the Relocation Fund as expenses are incurred.

' About Nextel

Nextel Communications, a Fortune 300 company based in Reston Va., is a leading provider of fully integrated
wireless communications services and has built the largest guaranteed all digital wireless network in the country
covering thousands of communities across the United States. Nextel and Nextel Partners, Inc., currently serve 293
of the top 300 U.S. markets. Through recent market launches, Nextel and Nextel Partners service is available today

. in areas of the U.S. where approximately 248 m11110n people 11ve or work.

[ )

"Safe Harbor" Statement under the Private Secuntles L1t1gat10n Reform Act of 1995. A number of the matters and
subject areas discussed in this press release that are not historical or current facts deal with potential future
circumstances and developments, mcludmg our belief as to whether the FCC will approve the Consensus Plan,
which is quahﬁed by the inherent risks and uncertainties surrounding any such futire expectations described from -
time to time in Nextel reports filed with the SEC, including Nextel’s annual report on Form 10-K for the year ended
December 31, 2002 and in its quarterly reports on Form 10-Q for the quarterly periods ended March 31, 2003 and

~~June 30, 2003, This pressrelease speaks only as of its-date, and Nextel dlsclalms any dutyto- update the mformatlon
herein. . :

it
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~ Dear Ms. Dortch:

. LAWLER, ME'I'ZGER_ &MLKMAN, LLC

2001 K STREET, NW
SWIE 802 . :
E WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006 o v
REGINA M. KEENEY ’ : ) . ' PHONE (202) 777-7700
‘ - FACSIMILE (202) 777-7763
. November 24, 2003
BY ELECTRONICFILING =

~ Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W. '

- Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  WT Docket No. 02-55 |
Ex Parte Presentation o

. On Friday, November 21, 2003, Lawrence Krevor, Vice President — Government Affairs,
Nextel Communications, Inc. (“Nextel”), Dr. Gregory L. Rosston, Deputy Directof of the
Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research at Stanford University, and I met with Barry
Ohlson, Legal Advisor for Spectrum and International Issues; Office of Commissioner Adelstein,
regarding the Commission’s above-captioned rulemaking on public safety communications in the-
800 MHz band. During this meeting, we discussed the study authored by Dr. Rosston entitled

“Using the Commission’s Articulated Spectrum Policy to Evaluate the Alternatives for
Mitigating 800 MHz Interference,” filed with the Commission on Thursday, November 20, 2003.
In his study, Dr. Rosston examines how the three proposals for resolving 800 MHz public safety. -

interference fit with the overall spectrum management direction articulated in the Commission’s
Spectrum Policy Task Force Report (“Report™). Dr. Rosston concludes that the Consensus Plan
for 800 MHz Realignment, even though it was developed before the release of the Report, is
more consistent with the Report’s goals and methodologies than either the Motorola Plan or the
UTC/CTIA proposal. | : ' : ' :

Pursuant to section 1.1206(b)(2) of the Commission’s rules, 47 CFR 8§ 1.1206(b)(2),
this letter is being filed electronically for inclusion in the public record of the above-referenced
proceeding. ' .

" Sincerely,

[s/ Regina M. Keeney
Regina M. Keeney

" cc:  Barmry Ohlson



