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NEW YORK STATE FOLICE
BLDG, 22, 1220 WASHINGTON AVE
ALBDANY, NEW YORK 12228.22%%

WAYNE £. BENNETT
SURERINTENDRNT : : October 28,2003

Marlene H. Dorich, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission

‘445 12" Strest, SW

Washingion, DC 20554

Re:  Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 Mz Realignment
ExParte, WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The New York State Police operates an 800 MHz wunked radio system
providing critical public safety communicarions for public safely personnel. Like many
other law enforcement agencies, we are following the Consensus Plan for 800 MKz
realignment with interest. : .

First responders in New. York and across the Nation are increasingly at
risk because their public safety radio communications are vulnerable 10 interference from
cellular phones. As cellular usage increases, the risk of garbled or blocked police, fire
and other public safety communications incresses. First responders also need more 800
MHz spectrum to have “interéperable” communications among police: and firefighters
and among neighboring jurisdictions. _ _ :

The Federal Cormnmunications Coramission has before it a “Consensus
Plan™ that would address cellular/public safery radjo interference problems and provide
more of the spectrum that first rosponders vitally need for radio communications. ' The
Plan is supported by many groups including the Association of Public-Safety
Communications Officials-Intemnational, Inc.; the Inwmatiopal Association of Fire
Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal Signal Association; the foterrational Chiefs of
Police, the Major Cities Chiefs Association; the Major County Sheriffs’ Association; and
the National Sheriffs’ Association. We also support this plan. The FCC: should adopt the

Consensus Plan in its public safety spectrum rulemaking, WT Docket No. 02-55.

The Consensus Plan offers 2 near-term solution to existing public safety

* radio problems. The Plan pravides a comprehensive solution that addresses interference

to public safety systems, allocates additjonal spectrum for public safety needs, provides

private funding to compensate licensses that may heed o relocate to new channels as g .

result of the Plan, and ensures that all affected Jicensess réceive equivalent replacement
Spectrum as part of the spectrum reallocations called for by the Consensus Plan.

S

-



-

L4 . -
w:,-.)u"_'mm BV E% a0 Wil wv s

o

Ms. Dortch . 2 ' Octsber 28, 2003

. Section 1 of the Communications Act of 1934, provides that the FCC is to
“promot[e] safety of life and property through the use of wire and rzdio communicatiow:_\.‘f

[ request that the FCC resolve this issuc facing the public safety

. community and adopt the terms of the Consensus Plan.

Smcerely,

Wayn& E. Bennett
Supermtendent



STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
4| STATE STREET
ALBANY, NY 1223 1-000|

GEORGE E. PaTAKi

RaNDY A. DaNIELS
GovERNOR

SECRETARY OF STATE

November 3, 2003

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communicatioris Commission
445 Twelfth Street, N.W,

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

On behalf of New York State fire departments, I would like to bring to your attention an important issue that
profoundly impacts our country. The issue is public safety radio interference — a problem in desperate need

of a solution. Public safety communications systems including those used by fire departments and commercial
wireless operations are located on adjacent and intermingled channels in the 800 MHz spectrum band. The
problem: the technologies used by public safety and commercial wireless are incompatible with one another as

- neighbors. The result: dangerous interference, which causes garbled communications and prevents public safety

officials from doing their jobs.

The Consensus Plan, currently under consideration at the Federal Communications Commission, would realign
the current jumbled licensing of 800 MHz systems into separate blocks of spectrum for public safety and cellular
wireless carriers. By implementing this plan, public safety interference will be virtually eliminated. Also,
public safety will receive additional spectrum for future communications needs. Perhaps equally important, the
Consensus Plan will be implemented at no cost to the American taxpayer.

The Consensus Plan is the only proactive and comprehensive solution to the dangerous problem of public safety
interference. Please support New York’s fire departments and implement the Consensus Plan without delay.

Thank you i advance for your consideration.

Sincerely,

D L

James Burns

State Fire Administrator
JAB/bg

WWW.DOS. STATE.NY.US d E-malL: INF'O@DOS.SI’ATE. NY.Us

RECYCLED PARER



STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
4| STATE STREET
ALBany, NY 1223 1-000]

GEORGE E. PATAK . . ‘ RANDY A, DanELS
GOVERNOR . SECRETARY OF STaTE

November 7, 2003

The Honorable Steny I1, Hoyer
Uhnited States House of Representatives
1705 Longworth Hous¢ Officé Building
Washington, D.C. 205152005

Dear Representative Hoyer:

On behalf of the New York State Fire Departments, I am writing to draw your attention to a subject of netzaging
importance and concern to the firefighter conmunity, and to ask you, as a strong friend of all firefighters and their advocate
in Congress, to help get this issue resolved. The issue is the radio interference at 800 MEz, which hampers our ability to
cornmunicate at critical times, and 16 obtain extra 800 MHz spectrum to meet our critical needs. This is o need which .

-significantly affcets our nation and you would do a tremendous service to your fellow firefighters if you could get this done.

Many public safety-agencies utilize dedicated channels on the 800 MHz spectrum fréquency, Commercial wircless
aperations are located on adjacent interleaved bands. These two technologies are incompatible when they are placed close
together and operate next to each other, As 2 result, incidents of interference are increasing and will continue to increase as
the needs of public safety and private wireless Sompanies increase, The problems which ocour 2s a result of the interference.
are significant and in need of resolution. More than ever, in 2 post 9/11 environment, public safety communications cannot
be compromised or subject to this type of interference. ' - .

Radio jnterference is always a problem when rapid and reliable communications are needed. Surely you can
appreciate the problems which can occur when fire fightars can't communicate and how much more efficiently everything
can operate when they can. This is truly a matter of life and death in the State of New York. '

The International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), along with all of the major public safety arganizations, mcluding the
International Association of Chicfs of Police, the Major City and-County Sheriff's Associations, and Association of Public

" Safety Communications Officials (APCO) and commercial wireless operators have crafied a “Consensus Plan™ to virtually
_ ¢liminate public safety interference and provide much needed additional spectrum for public safety, all at no cost to

taxpayers. This plan is the result of many months of discussions and represents the combined efforts of a host of public
safety (both firefighter and law enforcement) entities to resolve interference and obtain additional spectrum.

This problem does not requirc legislation. The Consensus Plan is now under consideration at the Federal
Compmmications Commission (FCC) and will be decided upon shartly, The Consensus Plan is very good for first
responders. ' .

We need your leadership in writing; and circulating for as mauny signatures as possible, 2 letter on behalf of the
Congressional Fire Caucus to the FCC indicating the Caucus’ strong support for the Consensus Plan and to call for the FCC
to approve it o tebanding can oceur and radio interference can be eliminated. _ :

James A. Boms
State Fire Administrator

WWW.DOS.STATE, NY.US  *  E-MaL: iNeO(@0oS. STATE, N, Us
RECYCLED raren



STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
_ 4| STATE STREET
ALBANY, NY 1223 1-000 1

GEORGE E. PATAKI - , RaNDY A, DANIELS
Govemnon November 7, 2003 SECRETARNY OF STATE

The Honorable Charles B, Rangel
United States House of Representatives

163 West 125th Street, Suite 737

New York, NY 10027-4404
Dear Representative Rangel:

On behalf of the New York State Fire Departments, I write to draw your attention to a subject of increasing
importance and concem to the firefighter community, other public safety providers and emergency personnel, The issue
is radio nterference at 800 MHz, which harmpers our ability to communicate at critical times, and to obtain sufficient 80+
MHz spectrum to meet our critical needs. This is 2 need which sipnificantly affects the State of New York and our -

" Many public safety agencies utilize dedicated channels on the 800 MHz spectrum frequency. Commercial
wireless operations are located on adjacent interleaved bands. These two techmologies are incompatible when they
operate next to ¢ach other and are placed this close. As a result, incidents of interference are increasing and will continus
to increase as both the needs of public safety and private wireless companies increase. The problems which occur as a
result of the interference are significant and in need of resolution. More than ever in 8 post 9/11 environment, public
safety communications cannot be compromised or subject to interference.

Radio interference is always a problem when rapid and reliable communications are needed. Surely you can
appreciate the problems which can occur when fire fighters can't communicate and how much more efficiently -
everything can operate when they can. This is truly a matter of life and death in the State of New Yotk

The International Association of Fire Chiéfs (JAFC), along with all of the major public safety organizations,
inchiding the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major City and County Sheriff's Associations, and
Association of Public Safety Communications Officials (APCO) and commercial wireless aperators have crafted a
“Consensus Plan” to virtuslly eliminate public safety interference and provide much needed additional spectrum for
public safety, all at no cost to taxpayers. This plan is the result of many months of discussions and tepresents the
combined efforts of & host of publio safety (both firefighter and law enforcement) entities to resolve interference and
obtain additional spectrum. _ S '

This problem does not require legislation. The Consensus Plan is now under congideration at the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) and will be decided upon shortly. The Consensus Plan is definitely good for first
responders. I and the New York State firefighter community ask that you contact the FCC prior to November 14 and
indicate your support for the plan and urge their approval so that rebanding can occur and radio interference can be
eliminated. : .

Sincerely,

sty Fro

James A, Burns
State Firc Administrator

WWW,DOS, STATENY,US ¢ E-MaiL: INFO@DOS. STATE.NY.US -
REGYOLED Paren
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STATE OF NEW YORK
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
41 STATE STREET
ALBANY, NY 1223 1:0001

GecreE E. PATAKI RaNDY A. DANIELS
Govermare : . } November 7, 2003 "SECRETARY OF STATR
The Honotable Curt Weldon

Uniied States House of Representatives
2466 Raybum House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3807

Dear Representative Weldon:

On behalf of the New York State Fire Departments, I am writing to draw your attention to a subject of increasing
importance and concem to the firefighter community, 2nd to ask you, as a former Fire.Chief and all firefighters® '
representative in Congress, to help get this issue resolved. The issue is the radio interference at 800 MHz, which hampers
our abilfty to comrounicate at critical times, and to obtain extra 800 MHz spectrum 1o meet our critical needs. This is a need
which significantly affects our nation and you wonld do a tremendous service to your fellow fivefighters if you could get this
done. . o -

Many public safety agencies utilize dedicated channels on the 800 MHz spéctrum frequency, Commercial wireless
operations are located on adjacent interleaved bands. These two technologies are incompatible when they are placed close
fopether and operate next to each other. As = result, incidents of interference are increasing atd will confinue to fhereass as
the needs of public safety and private wireless companies increase. The problems which oceur as a result of the interforence
are significant and in need of reslution. More than ever, in 2 post 9/11 environment, public safety commumications cannot
be compromised ar subject to this type of interference. :

Radio interference is always a problem when rapid and reliable communications are needed. Surely you can
appreciate the problems which can occur when fire fighters can’t communicate and how much more efficiently everyvthing
can operate when they ean. This is truly 2 matter of life and death in the State of New York.

The International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC), along with all of the major public safety organizations, -
including the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major City and County Sheriff's Associations, and
Association of Public Safety Communications Officials (APCO) and commercial wireléss operators have crafted a
“Consengus Plan” to virtuelly eliminate public safety interference and provide much needed additional spectrum for public
safety, all at no cost to taxpayeérs. This plan is the result of many months of discussions and represents the combined efforts
of a host of public safety (both firefighter and law enforcement) entities to resolve interference and obtain additional
spectrum,

* This problem does not require legislation. The Consensus Plan is now under consideration at the Federal

Communications Commission (FCC) and will be decided upon shortly. The Consensus Plan is very good for first

responders.

Weneed your leadership in viriting, and circulating for as many signatures as possible, a letter from the

Congressional Fire Caucus to the FCC indicating the Caucus® strong support for the Consensus Plan and calling for the FCC

10 approve the plan quickly so rebanding can occur and radio interference can be eliminated.
incerely,

James A Burns .
State Fire Administrator

WWW.DOS.STATE.NY.US  *  E-MAIL: INFO@DOS. STATE.NY. US
ALLYEWES RaliN



FIREMEN’S 'ASSOCI_ATICN OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

Representing the Volunteer Fire Service, both active and exempt, since 1872

Décember 1, 2003

VIA"ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission _
445 12% Street, SW . '

Washmgton DC 20554

Re: Support for the Consensus Plan for. 800 MHz Reahgnment Ex
: Parte, WTDocket No. 02-55

The Firemen’s Association-of the State of New York (FASNY) represents more than
100,000 volunteer rank and file firefighters and EMTs in the state. Our membership is the
first line response and primary users of 800MHz systems for public safety
communications. We respectfully request that our view be heard.

- First responders in New York and across i:ﬁe Nation are increasingly; at risk bec'ause their
- public safety radio communications are vulnerable to interference from cellular phones.

As cellular usage increases, the risk of garbled or blocked police, fire and other public

- safety communications increases. First responders also urgently need more 800 MHz

$pectriim to have “interoperable” communications among police and firefighters and
among neighboring Junsdlctlons Fortunately, 4 solution is avaﬂable

The Federal Commumcatmns Comm1ss1on has before it a “Consensus Plan” that would
address cellular/public safety radio interference problems and provide i more of the
spectrum that first responders urgently need for radio communications. We support the
Consensus Plan along with the Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-
International Municipal Signal Association; the International Association of Chiefs of
Police, the Major Cities Chiefs Association; the Major County Sheriffs’ Association; and
the National Sheriffs’ Association. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan

~ expeditiously in its public safety spectrum rulemaking, WT Docket No. 02-55. .

The Consensus Plan offers the only real, near-term. solution to existing public safety radio
problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that addresses interference to
public safety systems; allocafes additional spectrum for public safety needs, provides
pnvate fu.ndmg to compensate licensees that may need to relocate to new channels as the



. J‘

result of the Plan, and ensures that all affected licensees receive equivalent replacement
spectrum as part of the spectrum swaps called for by the Consensus Plan.

Othier proposals that have been made to the FCC fall far short and must be rejected. The

UTClcellular “plan” ignores the problems faced by public safety communicators-and

suggests that case-by-care, after-the-fact solutions could be found once interference -
manifests itself. Respondmg only after-the-fact to the problems affecting time-critial
public safety services is not acceptable, since a single interference incident can jeopardize
the lives of emergency personnel and the citizens they serve. :

Section 1 of the Communications Act of 1934, prov1des that the FCC is to “promote
safety of life and property through the use of wire and radio communication”. The
Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vital objective. It has been over sixteen
months since the FCC began its public safety spectrum proceeding and- over one year
since thé Consensus Plan was submitted. Supporters of the Consensus Plan have recently
addressed the remaining implementation details associated with the Plan. There is no
reason for the FCC to postpone action any further.

‘We urge the FCC to resolve the issﬁes facing the public safety community expeditiously
and adopt in full the terrns of the Consensus Plan.

"Sincerely,

Joseph Finnegan

Joseph Finnegan, Presidenit .



(LOGO) New York State
| Association of Fire Chiefs

November 10, 2003 |

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

el

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re:  Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment
Ex Parte, WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The New York State Association of Fire Chiefs represents Public Safety Personnel across
New York State. Our membership is made up mostly of Emergency Planners/Managers,
Fire Officers, Firefighters, Fire Police and Emergency Medical Services (BMS)
Responders. We are actively following this vital proceeding for public safety and request
that our views are considered. _

First responders in New York State, and across the Nation are increasingly at
risk because their public safety radio communications systems are vulnerable to
interference from cellular phones. As cellular usage increases, the risk of
garbled or blocked police, fire and other public safety communications increases.
First responders also urgently need more 800 MHz spectrum to have
“interoperable” communications among policé and firefighters and among
neighboring jurisdictions. Fortunately, a solution is available.

The Federal Communications Commission has before it a “Consensus Plan” that

- would address cellular/public safety radio interference problems and provide

more of the spectrum that first responders urgently need for radio
communications. We support the Consensus Plan along with the Association of
Public-Safety Communications Officials-International, Inc.; the International
Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal Signal Association:
the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities Chiefs -
Association; the Major County Sheriffs’ Association; and the Natiorial Sheriffs’
Association. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously in its public
safety spectrum rulemaking, WT Docket No. 02-55. -



November'10, 2003
- Page 2

The Consensus Plan offers the only real, near-term solution to existing public
safety radio problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that
addresses interference to public safety systems. It allocates additional spectrum

for public safety needs, provides private funding to compensate licensees that
may need to relocate to new channels as the result of the Plan. It also ensures
that all affected licensees receive equivalent replacement spectrum as part of the
spectrum swaps called for by the Consensus Plan. Our only concern is that there

needs to be consideration of addltlonal equipment costs (if any) not covered in
the Plan.

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC fall far short and should be rejected.

The UTC/cellular “plan” ignores the problems faced by public safety communicators and
suggests that case-by-case, after-the-fact solutions could be found once interference . ..
manifests itself. Respondmg only after-the-fact to the problems affecting time-critical
public safety services is not acceptable, since a single interference incident can jeopardize
the lives of emergency personnel and the citizens they serve.

- Section 1 of the Communications Act of 1934, provides that the FCC is to “promote
safety of life and property through the use of wire and radio communication.” The
Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vital objective. It has been over sixteen
months since the FCC began its public safety spectrum proceeding and over one year
since the Consensus Plan was submitted. Supporters of the Consensus Plan have recently
addressed the remaining implementation details associated with the Plan. There is no
reason for the FCC to postpone action any further.

We urge the FCC to resolve the issues facing the pubiic safety community
expeditiously and adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan.

Yours truly,

%“”‘ t54
James A. King,
President

Cc: New York State Congressional Delegation

“Providing Service to Those Who Serve”
1670 Columbia Turnpike * P.O. Box 328 * East Schodack, NY 12063-0328
Phone (518) 477-2631 FAX (518) 477-4430 * www.nysfirechiefs.com
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Jeff Frayler
President
Suffolk County PBA

Gus Danese
Ist Vice Presudent
Part Authonity PBA

William Diebold
2nd Vice President
Lynbrook PBA

Raymond Gimmler
Recording Secretary
MTA PBA

Gary Dela Raba
Corresponding Secretary
Nassau County PBA -

Patiick Hall
Treasurer
Glen Cove PBA

Michael Axelrod
Attorney
Fast Meadow, NY

McEnerney, Brady & Co.
Certified Public Accountants
Yonkers, New Yark

Legislanve Commuttee
Floyd Holloway. Director
Ken Long, Chaman
Nassau County PBA
Michael O’'Meara
MTA PBA

Lou Matarazzo
NYC DEA/CEA -

Ray Griffin

Sutfolk County DAl
Chris Heimgariner
NYCLBA

Bill Holmes

Suffolk County PBA
Tim Morrls

Suffolk County SOA
Gordie Warnock
NYS Troopers PBA
Bing Markee

Port Authority PB A

EEEn 208

- 'NEWYORK STATE
ASSOCIATION OF P.B.A.s

Formerly known as Metropolitan Police Conference

Albany Office - 111 Washihgton Avenue, Room 406, Albany, NY 12210-2207 / 518-465-1141 / Fax 518-465-3048
Suffolk County Office - 868 Church St. Suite 1, Bohemia, NY 11716-5040 / 631-563-4200 / Fax 631-563-4204
Administrative Office - 23 Reynolds Road, Glen Cove, NY 11542 / §16-609-2732 / Fax 516-676-3956

October 16,2003 _ . _oe -
REGEVED & WSPECTED |
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Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

FCC-M

Re:  Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment
Ex Parte, WT Docket No. 02-55

~

Dear Ms. Dortch;

On behalf of the New York State Association of PBAs, an association
representing more than fifty labor support organization compnsing 40,000 law
enforcement officers, we wish to advise you of our support regarding the above
consensus plan.

First responders in New York State and across the nation are mcreasingly at
risk because their public safety radio communications are vulnerable to interference
from cellular phones. As cellular usage mcreases, the risk of garbled or blocked
police, fire and other public safety communications increases. First responders also
urgently need more 800 MHz spectrum to have “interoperable” commumnications
among police and firefighters and among neighboring jurisdictions. Fortunately, a
solution is available. '

The Federal Communications Commussion has before 1t a “Consensus Plan”
that would address cellular/public safety radio interference problems and provide
more of the spectrum that first responders urgently need for radio communications.
We support the Consensus Plan along with the Association of Public-Safety

- Communications Officials-International, Inc.; the International Association of Fire

Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal Signal Association; the International
Association of Chiefs of Police; the Major Cities Chiefs Association; the Major
County Sheriffs’ Association; and the National Sheriffs” Association. The FCC must
adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously in its public safety spectrum rule-making,
WT Docket No. 02-55. ' '
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The Consensus Plan offers the onlyreal, near-term solution to existing public
safety radio problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that addresses
interference to public safety systems, allocates additional spectrum for public safety
needs, provides private funding to compensate licensees that may need to relocate to
new channels as the result of the Plan, and ensures that all affected licensees receive

equivalent replacement spectrum as part of the spectrum swaps called for by the
Consensus Plan

Other proposals that have been inadé to the FCC frall far short and must be

‘ rejected. ' The UTC/cellular “plan” 1gnores the problems faced by public safety
_communicators and suggests that case-by-case, after-the-fact solutions could be

found once interference manifests itself. Responding only after-the-fact to the
problems affecting tume-critical public safety services is not acceptable, since a single
interference incident can jeopardize the lives of emergency personnel and the citizens
they serve. ‘

Section 1 of the Communications Act of 1934, provides that the FCC is to
“promot[e] safety of lhife and property through the use of wire and radio
communication.” The Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vital objective.
It has been over sixteen months since the FCC began 1ts public safety spectrum
proceeding and over one year since the Consensus Plan was submutted. Supporters
ofthe Consensus Plan have recently addressed the remaining implementation details
associated with the Plan. There is no reason for the FCC to postpone action any
further.

We urge the FCC to resolve the issues facing the public safety community
expeditiously and adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan.

Sincerely,

ngl?rayleg

President

IManage 1477765 1
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Before the
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )

)
Improving Public Safety Communications )
in the 800 MHz Band ) WT Docket No. 02-55

)
Consolidating the 900 MHz Industrial/ )
Land Transportation and Business Pool )
Channels )
To the Commission:

EXPARTE
COMMENTS
OF THE

NEW YORK STATE OFFICE FOR TECHNOLOGY
STATEWIDE WIRELESS NETWORK

November 18, 2003

1. The New York State Office for Technology, Statewide Wireless Network (SWN),
submits the following comments in support of the August 7, 2003 Ex Parte Submission
- of the Consensus Parties in the_ above-captioned proceeding. With 441 licenses in the
806-824/851-869 MHz band, SWN is one of the largest 800 MHz Public Safety license
holders in the US, and théfefore has a tremendous stake in the outcome of this
proceediﬁg. New York State supports the modified Consensus Proposal, and urges the
Commission to adopt the modified "Consensus" proposal so that the re-banding process

may proceed as quickly as possible. |
2. The latest version of the "Consensus Plan" proposes to make changes to Appendix F of
the Deceniber 2602 version of the plan — and we specifically cite Attachmént 1 of the

August 7, 2003 Ex Parte Comments, which is intended to provide additional interference



protection to post-re-Banded 806-816/851-861 MHz users. This plan, as modified, now
promises to “virtually eliminate” interference from cellular mobile radio service
(“CMRS”) to public safety by an average of 99 percent for current National Public Safety
Planning Advisory Committee (“NPSPAC”) licensees, and by an average of 88 percent
for public safety licensees in the non-cellular block (809-814/854-859 MHz)!. The State
is supportive of these proposed changes, which afford public safety enhanced interference
protection against both out of band emissions (OOBE) and intermodulation from CMRS.
3. The State is very encouraged to see relaxation of the minimum signal level thresholds -
which is necessary for reliable operation, and to protect public safety and private wireless
operators from CMRS interference®. Furthermore, all licensees operating in the non-
cellular 806-816/851-861 MHz band are now protected, not just those outside of the
previously defined 814—§16/859-861 MHz "guard band". The proposed plan now
protects public safety licensees by lowering the median® desired levels required for
interference protection to —101 dBm for portable radios énd ~104 dBm for mobile radios
in the area of interference™. The key aspecf of these reduéed thresholds is that théy will
no longer require public safety systems to be designed on an interference-limited basis in
order to receive interference protection. This is extremely impqrtant to the State, and has
been reiterated time and again within many of our previousl filings.
4. The State supports the relief provided to licensees in the 851-861 MHz guard band
channels through the ré_moval of the mitigation threshold sliding scale®. The proposed

change prohibits CMRS to public safety interference on guard band channels resulting

! Bx Parte submission of Consensus Parties submitted August 7, 2003, page 45.
_ 2 Ex Parte submission of Consensus Parties submitted August 7, 2003, Page 47,
3 Furthermore, the measurement methods have now been better defined.

4 Ibid, Attachment I, page 8.



from OOBE and intermodulation. The proposed plan will require CMRS to take the
same cotrective actions for guard band licensees as they do for those who have relocated
to the “new” NPSPAC channels®. This eliminates our previous concerns that licensees
within international border areas would be for_ced into guard band operations, and thus

suffer under an unbearable minimum signal requirement in order to obtain interference

protection.

5. Our comments in the past only offered conditional support of the consensus plan. This

was mainly due to the high minimum threshold levels that were specified, and the lack of
guard band’ interference protection®. Higher threshold levels and lack of protection in
the guard band would have serious consequences on the design of future publip safety
radio systems due to an increased noise floor. Imposing these constraints on radio system
engineers requires systems to be designed on an interference-limited basis. Due to the
increased number of tower sites associated .vﬁth interference-limited designs, the impact
felt by public safety would be financial. In fiscally challenged communities these
constfaints can seriously affect the ability to fund and construct public safety radio
systems. }

6. The State feels the proposed modifications to the Consensus Plén will be beneficial to the
interests of public séfety. We feel the proposed threshbld levels will adequately protect
public safety operation from harniful interference caus-ed by CMRS. Additionally, these

thresholds will not require public safety radio systems to be designed on an interference-

5 Ibid, Page 47.
$ Ihid, Page 47, NPSPAC licensees relocated to 806-809/851-854 MHz.
7 Specifically, the border region consequences, and the associated minimum signal requirements

¥ Filings on WT Docket 02-55 by the New York State Office for Technology Statewide Wireless Network (SWN), Comments of

May 6, 2002, Reply Comments of August 6, 2002, Comments of 9/23/02, February 10, 2003, and Reply comments of February
25, 2003,



: | V

limited basis. To ensure the plan’s success due diligence fs required from CMRS
licensees in remedying interference caused by OOBE and intermodulation. This plan
will go a long way to protect licensees from CMRS interference. Hoﬁevér, once the plan
has been enacted the incumbents must remain vigilant to ensure the same mistakes are
not repeated. The problems that resulted in proceedings of WT Docket 02-55 must be
avoided to prevent them from happen again. Note that cellular like operations within the
segregated block can be handled quite easily, since effective frequency coordination can
geogra_phically partition the technologies as necessary’.

Although we feel that there are additional minor aspects of the Consensus Proposal that
remain to be addressed, we feel comfortable at this point they can and will be resolved as
this Docket proceeds. Therefore we place the support of New York State behind the
modified Consensus Plan Proposal, and urge the Commission to adopt the proposal so

that the re-banding process may proceed as quickly as possible.

Respectfully Submitted,

Hanford C. Thomas
Director - Statewide Wireless Network
New York State Office for Technology
State Capital ESP, PO Box 2062
Albany, New York 12220-0062

(518) 443-2041

- November 18, 2003 .

® In fact, if effective frequency coordination had been employed in the past actoss all of the services (i.e. Public Safety and
Nextel/CMRS/Cellular), then 800 MHz interference may never have become an issue ’

\
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SOCKET FiLe COY DRIGINAL

TOWN o NEW HARTFORD

ONEIDA COUNTY

NEW HARTFORD CENTRAL DISPATCH

32KELLOGG ROAD, NEVAARTIERY R WEW YORK 134132850
Telephtme 1-315- 7§E\g§66
t'ax qFﬂS-V

"L % e -
uxslﬂ?"'""‘ _ O REC t"‘f-w e

Muarlene H Dorehy ,
Scaretary . i )
Federal Conmunumctions Commission quE VFr
FLS D2 Sneer, SW sEP 18 7003
Washington, DC 2055+ '

R

e e F—

pernue - ked
Rt Docket 02-55

Dear My Doricle

I would ke to express my support lor the "Consensus Plan® filed by public salety organizations,
pmate  wircless  organizabons, and  Nextel, m the  above-relerence  proceeding  regarding
micricience to 800 MHz public salety systets. We operate our police department’s radios on an
LDACS 300MH/ tucked system. Not-only do we mamtam voice transmissions, we also utihze the
systent for om Molale Data Termmals (M) m the patrol cars. We have lad and conunue to
have 4 severe mierlerence problem n a hey area of our town. This presents a senious officer safety
e ’

Thiv issne has been ;,omg on cver sinee Nextel placed a tower just over our border mnside the City
ol Utca. At tmes, we've called our cars 0-7 umes belore they finally hedr- the dispatcher’s
transtiission. What's worse, there have been tmes they’ve been unable to call dispawch when out
on calls m that aréa. When tymg o have tlus problem corrected, I've learned that there s
disagreement i Washington “as 10 which way would be best o proceed to correct these
nterferences. I truly believe the “Consensus Plan” will have amuch better and quicker response to
our exsstng problent and will prevent further problems m the {uture. Public Salety agencies are w
need of a mulu-agency radio mirastructuze that has the expandability and provides uninterrupted
coverage f we are adequately gomg to proteet the publhe and our First Responderd

Respectully subuntted,

A / I" ﬂ Al ., .
> // [ Akl . ()
‘ o GIUCHOS 80U N/

7 : 1]
Jelivey P. Madden TUADE
Conunumicaions Supervisor , -

Cu Sendtor Charles Schumner
Congressman Sherwood Bochlert

s-:f,'{.: -"\ll.-\-‘:'f E}‘ {-.
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kevin larkowski 3
49 north main street , holland, NY 14080-9793

November 25, 2003 9:13 PM
Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for

implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve,

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce -
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I'have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this -

issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay. '

Sincerely,

- kevin larkowski



Kevin Moore. _
312 Wolf Rd , Latham, NY 12110

November 25, 2003 1:05 PM
Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

(
I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for

implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

" Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce

first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believé that this

issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

~ Kevin Moore

312 WolfRd
Latham, NY 12110



David Awerbuch =
671 Gaynor Place , West Hempstead, NY 11552

November 4, 2003 10:38 PM
Docket Number WT 02-55: 1 support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for

implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

Thave signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this

issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

David Awerbuch
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States

. ®. Box 111 ¢ Statesville, North Goralicy 28687

Decermber 1, 2003

Marlens Dortch, Secrefary :
Favleral Communications Commission

445.12" Sirest, SW. | . '
Washington, D.C. 20564 - ~ WT Docket Number 02-55

Dear Madame Seoretary, otary,

.. As Fha chief of the Statesville Fire Departimient, | know how importart it is for
firefighters and offer public saféty personn! to have access to clear and refiable
communicaBion tools. But taday, inferferarics in the BOD MHZ spectrum cofitinues
i threaten this access. ' _

We cannot confinue to folerate this problem  Without dear and refiable
communications firefighters simply cannot do their job:in a safe ervironment.

| know that o number of poteritial fixes have been presented fo the FCC fo
address the inferforence prablem. 1 strongly befieve #hat only the Consensus
" Plan for realigning the 800 MHz specirum is trly aiming o cradicate
interference. | is financially impossible for each entity to address this on & case-
 by-case stenariv. It is this proactive spproach that hes led me 0 foin: my
m{iﬁagu% fromr the International Assodation of Fife Chiefs in supporting this
p '}, R . 7 .

- the siale and the soliniry in voicing your support éfmcmsensus'\ spss. Plan.

4

. Richard Campbell, Fire Chiief

CG: . '
2000 West First Strest

~ Winston Salem, N.C. 27104 - -




Rﬂ?‘iﬁ, ig-ﬁab&ﬁ and safe commmnnica
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l_ - $Hine zﬁsﬁza’aﬁmﬂé ‘

£¢m[}sm£an

Federsl Convmumications Cormission

445 12™ Syreet, BV,

Dear Madics Secrefary, _ W Docket Number 02-55

. afe critical fo our jobs as firefighters. But noross the United

Sﬁ&ﬁ, p&bﬁ&safeéy and comtisrcis f&iﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬁ@m mm;@gd and aiijaeeﬂtmgne snother,

Imﬁigmmﬁamﬁmtnm&wkwwef&wmmmﬂmﬁm%m __

Rewgsﬁz‘mgﬁxir;,ﬁaam{:ﬁgsm&mmmmmmmﬁmmpu&icmfe@opmﬁm.
Ry organization, the International Association of Bire Chisfs, 5, 8 part of a pubBolprivate coalition, has

. developed 2 compichensive solutivn named the Consensus Plan.

innind spectrum w0 public safety. The Comsensus Plan is the only proposad solation that

-inests the neods of public safsty mdﬁwt:ssampwhemrﬂe, fundied, nn technically proven.

Ploase saaveths;mb%em af Yis rok by Fealimiing &emﬁledspmm ot ilﬂgﬁmﬁonnplﬁmﬁt&e -

| Cononsun Pian witlises delay, Fizsk resporders - dud the commenifics we profest - dpénd on it
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Marlene Dortch, Secrelary - AR
Federal Communications Commission H : ) 3
445 12th Street, S W, ~ lao /0
Washington, D C 20554 _ LED (

Dear Madame Sécrctary,

Iwrnte today to urge you to take action regarding the pressing problem of pubhe safety
interference in the 800 MHa spectrum. This interference to public safety radios 1s a dangerous
teality for first responders and the commumnities we proudly protect

It estimated that more than 350 public safety agencies will experience interference this year - the
highest single-year total to date As you know, this interference, by hampering the ability of
public safety offictals to communicate cleacly, prevents firefighters from performing their johs as
wellas they can and should This puts lives at msk.

1 know that there are other proposals to resolve the problem of interference at 800 MHz Having
looked at these, however, I feel that the Consensus Plan represents the most lasting and proactive
solution to interference. By realigning the spectrum, public safety interference will be virtually
eliminated The Consensus Plan also provides additional spectrum to public safety for future
commumications platforms Perhaps equally important, the Consensus Plan is the only plan that
1s fully funded — imposing no cast to the public safety communisty or the American taxpayer.

Tt is for that reason that 1 would like o express my support of the Consensus Plan and cxpress my
bope that you and your colleagues do the same.

Sincerely,

-~ 1 . . - v e )
- 2

Chief John Lockamy

Sea Gate Voluntecr Fire
6102 Oleander Dr
Wilmington, NC 28403-4746

CcC:

Chairman Powell
Commissioncr Abernathy
Commuissioner Adelstemn
Commussioner Copps
Commssioner Martin

Representative Erie Cantor
329 Cannon Burlding
Washington, DC 20515
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i 9 2003 CITY OF WINSTON-SALEM -
FIRE ADMINISIRATION
RN (w1 COMER) RON 3511 o WINSTON-SALEM, NORTH C AROLINA 271022511 John W. Glst

136 T2LTN0 Loy 330-773-7974 @ www alyolws orp/lire Fne tucl

-~ John W, Lucas
Deputy | ne Chict

October 28, 2003

Marlene Dortch. Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, S W
Washington. DC 20554

Dear Madame Sccretary,

As a chiel tor the Winston-Salem Fire Department, | know how important 1t is for firefighters and
other pubhc safety personnel to have access to clear and reliable communication tools. But today,
interference in the 800 MHz spectrum continues to threaten this access.

We cannol continue to tolerate this problem. Without clear and reliable communications. firefighters
simply cannol do their job as well as they should be able to.

[ know that a humber of poténtlal fixes have been presented to the FCC to address the interference
problem But 1t seems to me that only the Consensus Plan for realigning the 800 MHz spectrum, 1s
truly aiming to cradicate interference, rather than just fix it case-by-case when it happens to occur

I1s this proactive approach that has led me to join my colleagues from the International Association
of Fire Chuefs m supporting the Plan

Now | ask that you join me and hundreds of public safety organizations across the state and the
country 1n voicing your support to the FCC and speakmg out on behalf of the Consensus Plan

Respectfully submitted,
SEOY'D & NG ¢

NOV 2 2043
FOG-G06G bis - 0

‘W. Gist, Fire Chief
inston-Salem Fire Department
P O.Box 2511

Winston-Salem, NC 27102-2511
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KERNERSVILLE FIRE DEPARTMENT

Post Office Drawer 728 e Kernersville, North Carolina 272850728

Conflrme:
NUV 1 .'? ‘\l‘iu‘
Distributiot: e U T
Marlene Dorrch, Secretary ‘,f-ENE{' & * \

I*ederal Commumcations Commussion
45 12th Srreer, 5 W ThR
X ashmgton, D C 20554

SN \‘
PR

Lear Madame Sccrerary,

I would lihe to bring to your atennon an unportane 1ssue that profoundly impacts our
country - 1he 1ssue 1s public safery radio mterference — a problem ta desperate need of a
soluton  Public safety communications systems and commercial wireless operations are
located on adjacent and ntermungled channcls in the 800 MHz spectrum band The
problem the rechnologies used by public safery and commercal wireless are incompauble
o 1th one .another as neighbors The 1esult dangerous mterference, which causes garbled
communicanoos and pres encs pubhce safery othcals from domg their jobs.

There 15 a plan cuzrendy under consideration ar the Federal Commumcations Commussion
that reabgns the current jumbled beensiag of 800 MH. systems mnto separate blocks of
spectrum for public safery and cellular wireless carriers. This plan will virtually ebminate
public satery mterference, provide addinonal spectrum to public safety and offer a future
plurform for communicanons nersachs that are needed to prorect our communiuces all ar no
cost 16 the Amencan taspaver '

Ihe plan 1s known as the Consensus Plan and 18 the only proactove and comprehensive
solution 10 this dangerous problem  lmplementing the Consensus Plan would not cost
raxpavers a stngle dollar  \s 4 fire ¢ hief. T urge vou ro join me and manv of my colleagues 1n
suppurung this solution !

1 hank vou 1a advance for vour considerarion .
RECV'D & INSPEGTEL
NOV 2 5 2003
Kemersville baire FGG-GBG MAILROCIA

PO) Box 728
Kernerswille, NC 272854728

Best regards.

Voice 336-096.4885 @ Fax 336-996.4298
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’ Oh_l@ﬁsrtment of Administrative Services  MARCS Program Office  614.995.0080 volce

"’-)I

- Ms. Dortch

Bob Taft, Governor . . Suite-150- D 614.995.0067 fax
. Scott Johnson, Director . 2323 West Fifth Avenue -~ www.state.oh. us/das/dcslmarcs
S : Columbus, Ohlo 43204 . :

August 27, 2003
- MPO.03.286

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

~ Secretary

F ederal ‘Communications Commission

445 12" Street, SW - _ o
Washington, DC 20554 . : , |

‘RE:  Docket 'oz_;s“s'

| am wntlng you today to express the support of our Ohio MARCS Program Office for
. the “Consensus Plan™ currently proposed to you, as a means to resolve the ongoing
o mterference problems being experienced by public safety agenmes natlonWIde

The MARCS program is in the ﬁnal stages of |mplement|ng a statewide 800 MHz '
trunked dugrtal voice system, as well as a statewide 800 MHz wireless data systern.
+*. The system Is serving all state-level first responder agencies, and we will continue to

&add local pollce fire and EMS services ds we finish bmldmg the system out

We hke many other agencies, have expenenced interference we beheve is caused
-by cellular phone technologles shanng our frequency ranges.

After careful study, we belleve the “consensus plan” is the most viable solutlon to the -
. challenge before us, which must be resolved as expeditiously as possrble in the .
. mterest of public safety officer safety and homeland secunty

Of y0u have questlons pertammg to th|s matter, please contact me at (614) 466-2257
-or (614) 207-4453. _

Sincerely,

Darryl L. Anderson - o o

 Ohio MARGCS Program Administrator

- Service, éupport,’ Solutions for 'Ohio Government



July 31, 2003

' Marlene H Dortch

Federal Commumcations Comm1s51on

445 12°Street, SW S | FCC-MAILROOM

Dea.r Ms Dortch

DOCKET FLE COPY ORlGlNAL

****4

Department of Publlc Safety s S Rx,

: MItchellJ Brown, Director 5 E
?};'@Zv}’ Division of Commumcatlons% ,;*‘*
Zam 8/ Thomas A. Trufant, Administrator _ rﬂ'ﬂ‘ﬁ‘t

220.Greenlawn Avenue ' o City of Columbus

Columbus, Ohio 43223-2694 : Mayor Michael B. Colernan

| : RECENED&INSPEC?ED
Seoretary | | Aug 0803

Washmgton DC 20554

RE Docket 02-55

The Drvision of Commumcauon, Department of Pubhc Safety, would hke to express 1ts suppoit for the '
“Consensus Plan” filed by public.safety orgamzations, private wireless orgamzations, and Nextel, m the
above-referenced proceeding regarding interference to 800 MI-Iz public safety systems '

The Dms:on of Commumcat:ons Deparlment of Public Safcty, C1ty of Columbus 15 responsible for the
primary voice radio system, an 800 MHz multi-site simulcast 28 channel trunked system used by
Columbus Fire and Police, the Frankhin County Sheriff’s Office, and many other first responders in
Franklin County, Ohio. There are approximately 7,400 radios on-the system being used for pnmary
communications, mutual aid, or mteroperabulity among some 119 agencies. We have repeatedly
expenenced radlo miterference. It 1s'an on-gomng problem with no simple solutlon that 1s rcadlly available

Accepting the “Conscnsus Plan” mstmd of the’ “Balanced Approach” W111

Elirminate most’ mterfercnce to criical systems used by ﬁrst rcsponders
Is not reactive but proactive

Provides funding for the plan

Addresses the root cause of the miterference

Provides additional channels for Pubhic Safety

'Rcsp‘ectﬁﬂiy s‘ubnﬁtted,

Uy ATt

Thomas A. Trufant
_ Commumcatmns Adrmmst'ator
03- 115-TATAt | | - S @
. : .':w' o e~ ‘.'N N Vo
c: Davde Borden : ' . ,
. S —
" ADMINISTRATION (614) 645-7710 . FAX (614) 645-4818 MAINTENANCE | (614) 645-7344

- THE ClTY OF COLuMBus 1S AN EQUAL OPPORTUN!TY EMPLOYEF!



| " DOGKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL
PICKAWAY COUNTY,OHIO
~ BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS

800 MHz Advisory Board o |
139 West Franklin Street . RECEVED & INSPECH
~ Circleville, Ohio 43113 N I CTeD
740-474-6093 | AG2 200
. . www.pickaway.org - L
Marlene H. Dortch o | . MA_'LHOOM
Federal Commumcatlons Commxssmn s
445 12" Street, SW : o | R
Wash.mgton, DC 20554 S - August_14, 2003
_Re:Docket02-55 | |
... :Dear Ms. Dortch: _ BRI

My name is James E. Bmgman and Iam the System Ademsttator for the Plekaway
* County, Ohio 800MHz County Wide Radio System WPIM536. Our systems owners, the.
Pickaway County Board of County Commissioners, our 800MHz System Advisory
Board, and more importantly all of our “First Responder Public Safety Users” that
_ depend on our 800MHz radio system are extremely concerned with this issue and what
- solutlons are bemg cons1dered to molve it. -

: It would be our behef that the solui:lon proposed with the “Consensus Plan that this plan’
would offer the best approach to handle this problem. I

The “Consensus Plan appears to best address the issue by: - '
o Eliminating most of the interference to critical public sa.fety systems .
s . Looks at the root cause of interference ‘
@ Provides for funding to implement the plan
. Wlll prov1de additional 800MHz ﬁequenczes/channels

I would hke to go on record to express olur agencies support for the “Consensus Plan

filed by pubhc safety orgamzatlons, private wireless organizations, and Nextel, in the -
above-related proceedmg regardmg interference to 800MHz public safety eommumcaﬁon E
systems : :

Respectﬁﬂly submitted,

Dt

James E. Bingman _ _
_ System Admirntistrator o B
" - Pickaway County, Ohio = o of Canse et d___.O——
800MHz County Wlde Radlo System N - List ABCDE
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ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF . _'BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS | : _ DIRECTOR

Wi HH
Technical Services \ DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS ILLAm L HinkLE
. MiCHAEL E° BAlLEY : . ) . . . ) Operations Manager
5§95-8440 . o - © 2377 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE i GREGORY A, WENZ
‘ R : : - CINCINNATI, OHIO 45231 - - : . - :
F | Offi . ‘ v Lo Telecommumcations
. JOSEPH BOBINGER | . o (513) 825-2170 - T RoNALD W. BiEN
595-8446 : . S ’ S . :

Admmlslrahvo" Asst
" Lisa A SORN

- 595 8442 -
_Secietary 2 . . . . ' .
.. DANA SCHRATT . ) - .
seseaas ~ July 31,2003 o el 22003
- "Marlene H, Dortch : ' . . : ’
. Secretary _ e O o I
Federal Commumcatlons Commission - : : » e s
445'12" Street, SW ‘
Washmgton DC 20554
Reference Docket Number 02-55 ' T '
Dear Ms Dorich | _ ‘_ ' N
i' | 3’ . - Thls Ietter s to advxse you that the Hamnlton County Communication Center joins

v'v_lth_APCO in support for the “Consensus Plan” filed by public safety organizatioris, private
wireless * organizations, and Nexlel, in the above-reference Docket to remedy the
mterference problems plaguing 800 MHz pubhc safety systems natlon wsde

Our 800 MHz system provndes emergency communications to over 100 faw .
enforcement, fire and EMS agencies in our County It also supports a number of publhc’
service agencies such as the Metropolitan Sewer District and municipal public works, -

~ recreations and parks It was instalied to take advantage of interoperability, enhanced
coverage and because of its relability Hannful mterference qmckly negates all the
: reasons we installed the system '

From my perspective the Consensus Plan-1s the best soluton No governmental
_entity can afford to do this on its own and | applaud Nextel for offering to fund the fix Also
with Nextel's voluntary involvement the process will happen smother and much quicker
than it-would if the FCC was required to mandate this fix- | see this plan as a win-win
The Consensus Plan not only provides additional spectrum, which 1s a major factor, but it
also fixés the problem and provides funds to implement it And, the problem 1s fixed for
both the private and public stakeholders We need reliabie communications now more
than ever as we all fortify our operatlons to increase homeland security and prepare- to
respond to incidents that were unheard of only a few years ago

Smcerely, g 4 7 //
' "/Zreg:r-yA Wenz

Operathns Director

DEDICA L TO INTFGRITY, f XCHLLENCE, COMPASSION, AND PROI ESSIONALISM



 igplemetit the Carsersus Plan wit out delay. First responders — atid the sommunities

Marlens Dorich, Secretary
Federal Communications Coramission
443 12th Street, 8. W. ' : o
Washington, D.C. 20554 3 _ ' o
: | WT Dockst Number 02:55

Dear Matiame Secretary,

Rapid, feliable and safe tommunications are Crical o our jobs as frfighters. But

. acrose the United States, public safety arid commescial radio frequenciés ate
irtermingléd and adjacent 6 ane another, _lea&ng‘ to interference that risks the fives of

first responders and the cifizens we piatect,

Recognizing this, the FCE has promised acion 1o resolve this interfarence 16 public
mafety opscations. Ny erganization, fhie Interngtional Adsosiation of Fire Chifefs, as part
of a pullic/private coalition, has developed a canipréhensive solution namedthe

. Bonsensus Plan.

the Consensus Plan wil realign the cartent jumbled icénsing of 800 MHz systerms nto

separsse biocks of spedtrur for pubilic safety and wireléss carriers. This will virtually
slirninate public safely interferance and pravide additional spectrum to public safety. -

| The Coraensus Plan s the only proposed solution that meets the needs of public safety

and that js sampratienslve, funded, and technically proven.
Please solve this prablem at s reot by realigning the jumbled swe:t&um. | urge yau to

1

Chief Mifch Rodsf :
Upper Adirigion Fire Divisian
2600 Tremont R,
Upper Adington, OH 43221

Representative Deborah Pryce - .
£00 South Front Sireet, Buits 1136 ‘ S
Caltimbus, OH 43218 ' :

EEON 3 B
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* Mark Johnson

2700 Lyons Rd. , Miamisburg, OH 45342

November 29, 2003 11:56 PM
Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan °

1 support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for

implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

<

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.  ~

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this

issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Matk Johnson
2700 Lyons Rd.
Miamisburg, OH 45342
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Paul Bagnasco @
2301 Nebraska , Toledo, OH 43607

November 2, 2003 10:38 AM
Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for

implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve,

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the

. economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public

safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

Thave signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this

issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Paul Bagnasco
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December 12, 2003

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12" Street, SW

. Washington, DC 20554

Re: Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment
Ex Parte, WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Here in Oregon, we operate on a 800 MHz trunked radio system providing

. critical public safety communications for police, fire and emergency personnel.

We are actively following this vital proceeding for public safety and request that
our views be considered.

First responders in Oregon and across the Nation are increasingly at risk
because their public safety radio communications are vulnerable to interference
from cellular phones. As cellular usage increases, the risk of garbled or blocked
police, fire and other public safety communications increases. First responders
also urgenty need more 800 MHz spectrum to have “interoperable”
communications among police and firefighters and among neighboring
jurisdictions. Fortunately, a solution is available.

The Federal Communications Commission has before it a “Consensus
Plan” that would address cellular/public safety radio interference problems and
provide more of the spectrum that first responders urgenfly need for radio
communications. We support the Consensus Plan along with the Association of
Public-Safety Communications Officials-International, Inc.; the International

Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal Signal Association;

the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities Chiefs
Association; the Major County Sheriffs’ Association; and the National Sheriffs’
Assotiation. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously in its public
safety spectrum rulemaking, WT Docket No. 02-55.

The Consensus Plan offers the only real, near-term solution to existing
public safety radio problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that
addresses interference to public safety systems, allocates additional spectrum for

- public safety needs, provides private funding to compensate licensees that may



el

need to relocate to new channels as the result of the Plan, and ensures that all
affected licensees receive equivalent replacement spectrum as part of the
spectrum swaps called for by the Consensus Plan.

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC fall far short and must
be rejected. The UTC/cellular “plan” ignores the problems faced by public safety
communicators and suggests that case-by-case, after-the-fact solutions could be
found once interference manifests itself. Responding only after-the-fact to the
problems affecting time-critical public safety services is not. acceptable, since a

_ single interference incident can jeopardize the lives of emergency personnel and

the citizens they serve.

Section 1 of the Communications Act of 1934, provides that the FCC is to
‘promotf[e] safety of life and property through the use of wire and radio
communication.” The Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vital objective.
It has been over sixteen months since the FCC began its public safety spectrum
proceeding and over one year since the Consensus Plan was submitted.
Supporters of the Consensus Plan have recently addressed the remaining
implementation details associated with the Plan. There is no reason for the FCC
to postpone action any further.

. We urge the FCC to resolve the issues facing the public safety community
expeditiously and adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan. The Executive
Board of the Oregon Council of Police Associations, which represents 3,000

police, corrections & law enforcement support personnel from across Oregon, is
counting on you...

Sincerely,

David Burleigh, President
Oregon Council of Police Associations

PO Box 2285, Roseburg, OR. 97417
541-839-4046 execocpa@rosenet.net

cc [Oregon Congressional Delegation]



December 11, 2003

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12™ Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE:  Support for the “Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment”
Ex Parte, WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Ms. Dortch;

As the Fire Chief of Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue (TVF&R), the largest fire protection district in
Oregon, I know that effective radio communications are critical to the mission of all public safety
responders. In fact, any interference with radio transmission could mean the difference between life and
death of the victims they are rescuing or of their fellow responders. For this reason, TVF&R, the Oregon
Fire Chief’s Association (OFCA), and the Western Fire Chief’s Association (WFCA) are following the
proceedings of FCC WT Docket No. 02-55 and request that our collective views be considered.

TVF&R and over 25 other local fire, law enforcement, and public agencies throughout Washington and
Clackamas Counties use an 800 MHz trunked radio system. Our firefighters have experienced first-hand
interference from cellular phones, which garbled or blocked our radio transmissions. Across the state,
other agencies using 800 MHz systems have experienced the same problem.

The WFCA (representing fire chiefs from Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, Oregon, Washington, and Utah), the OFCA, and TVF&R support and encourage the FCC to
adopt the “Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment” as it provides the most viable solution
formulated to date to address cellular/public safety radio interference and allocates additional spectrum

well-needed by first responders. This plan also provides for private funding to compensate licensees for
any necessary spectrum relocation. ’

Concurrently, we request the FCC work with Nextel to ensure that the funding is administered in a
manner which ensures the interference problem is solved.

Respectfully submitted,

P

effrey D. Johnson, Fire Chief
OFCA Board Member
WFCA Vice President
Office of the Fire Chief

20665 SW Blanton St., Aloha, Oregon 97007 « (503) 649-8577 + chief.johnson@tvfr.com * www.tvfr. com
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Dear FCC,
The City of Salem, Communications Division supports the consensus plan
contingent upon Nextel's pledge and guaranty of the 500 million to fund
all relocation and/or conversion costs incurred by this public safety
agency. .
Thank you,
Dave Emmons
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CURT WELDON
714 DISTRICT, PENNEYLVANIA

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

MILITARY FHOCUREMENT, CHAMAN
MILITARY READINEGS
SPECIAL OVENBIGHT PANEL ON MERCHANY MARING
SPECIAL QVERSIGHT PANEL ON TERKORISM

2466 RAVRUAN Nouse Orrice Bunomg
WasmngTon, DC 20515-3807

(203} 225-2011
) 1554 Gammerr Hosn COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE
""‘&3,? n;:‘_::o;mz , ENVIRONMENT, n:::ﬁcﬁ':r AND STANDARDS
ok Oy on Congress of the TUnited States
www.house.gov/euriwelden COCHAIRMAN:!
Toouse of Wepresentatives ONRRESSIGAL R sicts ceus
CONE "gaf%;gﬂc%ﬂ':g“m" w i B ¢ 2 0 51 5 _3 8 7 GLOBE OCEAN n:.nmuun:;:or:ucs
REPUBLICAN POLICY COMMIFTEE ash novuelx‘;]bar 28003 0 CONGRESSIONAL BIABEYES CAUCUS
The Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, NW

Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear The Honorable Powell:

I am keenly interested in finding a solution to the dangerous problem of public safety 800
MHz interference. Published findings and research have long pointed to the need to implement a
permanent and long-term solution to the rise in interference in radio communications for
firefighters, police and EMS personnel across America. Like our nation’s first responders, we
call upon the Federal Communications Commission to take the necessary action to resolve this
major challenge,

Our nation’s first responders need clear and reliable communications in order to perform
their jobs effectively. Dangerous interference, which this year hit a new high, is due to the
intermingling of public safety and wireless carriers in the 800 MHz spectrum. An effective plan
must address the root cause of interference by realigning this jumbled spectrum, instead of
relying on reactive mitigation tactics that leave some jurisdictions with older, more vulnerable
systems, With so many lives on the line, a clear and final decision must be made to re-band

intermingled spectrum to permanently and effectively extinguish interference and protect against
future circumstances that will inevitably arise in other jurisdictions, '

However, it is absolutely necessary that any such plan account for all of the potential
costs that public safety agencies may accrue to relocate to the new spectrurn. Furthermore, local
public agencies must not be burdened to front the costs of the transition when many jurisdictions
have recently invested millions of dollars to update their older systems to the current NPSPAC
spectrum. The final ruling by the FCC should include sufficient funds available, not merely
promised, for multiple retuncs, equipment upgrades ot replacement, manpower, parts, and other
required items. It is also important for the Commission to account for the unique types of state-
wide or regional communications systems that have evolved to integrate urban, rural,
international borders and multi-jurisdiction areas. I favor any plan that calls for industry to
contribute to the costs of the transition.

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PARER MADE OF RECYCLED PIBERS
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The Honorable Michael Powell
October 31, 2003
Page 2

America’s firefighters, emergency medical personnel and law enforcement officers will
continue to risk their lives by responding to hazardous situations without sufficient
communications to direct their actions or alert them of dangers. In response, the FCC must take
the initiative and provide the tools necessary for our nation’s first responders to do their job

effectively and safely. Iimplore you to make the solution to communications interference your
top priority,

CURT WELDON
Member of Congress

CwW:jd
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Rich Matason i
911 Public Safety Road , Greensburg, PA 15601

November 25, 2003 2:39 PM
DOcket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for

implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders’ effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public

- safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be

acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

- Thave signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this

issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus

" Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Rich Matason



Stanley Hoffman
1687 4th Ave , York, PA 17403

October 31, 2003 7:04 AM
Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for

implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be

-acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

T'have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Stanley Hoffman

/
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Dear Chau'man Powell:

November 4, 2003

'I‘he Honorable Mrchael K Powell
Chairman

. Federal Commumcatrons Comszsron
445 12" Street, SW
. Washington, DC 20554

Re: WT Dooket Nurnber 02-55 d(Public Safety on '800_Megahertz Band)

Asa nrember of the House Select Committee on Homeland Se_curity, I have heard from

 first responders and public safety leaders in my district and around the country about the

critical issue of public safety interferenice. In fact, in a recent survey I conducted of first
responders in my district, nearly half of the respondents listed communications as one of
thelr top three homeland secunty pnont1es :

The fact that pubhc safety 'officials are Worned about thelr safety and the safety of those

they protect because of problems with the spectrum. is of great concern to me, and it points
to an urgent need to ensure that our first responders are eqmpped wrth the proper’ tools for
rapid and reliable commumcatrons .

Interference with public safety commumcatlons isan mcreasmg problem throughout the:

. country and will only worsen as commercial wireless operators and public safety entities

continue to enhance their communications systems. This type of interference must be -

‘remedied in a comprehensive manner. The risk to our first responders is too great to rely

onan approach based on resolvmg mterference only after it occurs in a particular locatlon _

' As you know, the primary cause of this mterference is the close proximity of pubhc safety, o

and commercial wireless operations within the 800 MHz spectrum band. In order to
virtually eliminate the probability of interference, the 800 MHz spectrum needs to be

.realigned. I support a solution that accomplishes this goal while simultaneously prov1d1ng

the public safety community with much-needed additional spectrum at no cost to their. -

- orgamzatlons or to local governments many of which are now strugglmg through ﬁscal

cnses of the1r own.



This is a critical issue for our country, and we cannot afford to stop-short in this endeavor,
or rely upon a piecemeal solution. I appreciate your interest in addressing this problem
and urge you and your fellow Commissioners to act expeditiously to realign the 800 MHz -
spectrum with the best interests of our public safety officials, and all American citizens, in
mind. Thank you for your attention to this matter; and I look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,.

" James R. Langevin
Member_’of Congress ]

cc:  The Honorable Kathleen Q. Aberathy

* " The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein
The Honorable Michael J. Copps
'The Honorable Kevin J, Martin .
Ms, Marlene H. Dortch, FCC Secretary
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State of Rhodr Ieland and Providenre Plantatioms

DEPARTMENT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
150 South Main Street » Providence, RI 02903
: (401) 274-4400 ' '
TDD (401) 453-0410

Patrick C. Lynch, Attorney General

November 24, 2003

' Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary
Federal Communications Commission

" 445 Twelfth Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554
- Re: “WT Docket No. 02-55 (Public Safety on 800 Megahertz Band)
Dear Secretary Dortch:

.1 write in support of the Consensus Plan to:eliminate interference, to public safety
cominunications systems and private wireless systems operating at 800 MHz: '

. Having access to reliable commpnicatiohs is critical to the public safety agencies of this

state. Adoption of this plan will enhance the ability of our public safety agencies to

" communicate. This office has found that utilization of wireless communications to
communicate with public safety agencies is no longer a luxury; it is a necessity. Iurge
the Commission to adopt this proposal.

~ Very truly yours, )



December 2, 2003

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary v
Federal Communications Commission : '

445 Twelfth St., SW :

‘Washington, DC 20554 -

Dear Ms Dortch,

» I am writing about a sérious concern regarding the interoperability of my state’s 800 megahertz -
7 : radio band, which carries dedicated channels for public safety use. Commercial wireless carriers operate on
interleaved adjacent bands. The technologies of these operations create significant problems for our first
responders when interference occurs and their radios are unable to communicate.

The elimination of spectrum interference warrants the Federal Communications Commission’s -
immediate attention.

The FCC is considering a plan to address the problem surrou‘ndiﬁg_' the 800 MHz systems
licénsing. The Consensus Plan will help to eliminate the disruptive interference, provide additional

spectrum for public safety and first responders in additioh to providing a foundation for future -
development.

I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus Plan and address this sighificant problem in public
safety communications. Thank for your attention to this matter. Please feel free to contact me at my office
if I can be of any assistance. » .

Sincerely,

f/&)?/

Charles J. Foga.tty

%

S

CJF/rs

State House — Providence, RI 02903-1196 — (401) 222-2371
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NORTH KINGSTOWN POLICE DEPARTMENT

81 6_6 POST ROAD, NORTH KINGSTOWN, RHODE ISLAND 02852
Telephone: (401) 294-3311 FAX: (401) 294-6830
Administrative Offices: (401) 294-3316

CHIEF OF POUICE
Steven B. Fage

December 1, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: WT 02-55 (Improving Public Safety Communications in the 800 MH2 Band)

Dear Secretary Dortch,

Many thanks to the Commission for focusing on the issue of public safety interference. -
This is a problem that has lurked:in the background for far too long. Communications for public
safety officials is essential and the fact that they are compromised because of wireless operators
Is a problem that needs to be addressed immediately.

it concemns me that this problem only seems to be growing. We cannot wait for
something to happen fo one of our officers or a member of our community as a result of
interference to determine a solution. We need to act now. '

I support the Consénsus Plan because it is the only real solution available. The problem
is the intermingled spectrum, so the sensibie approach is to realign the spectrum and solve the

" . problem. The Consensus Plan has the support of the public safety community because it has our

priorities in mind: elimination of interference, additional spectrum to public safety and at no cost

* fo us, local governments or taxpayers.

Please do not let corporate interest distract you from the real issue here. implement the
Consensus Plah and so_lve the int_erf'erence isstie once and for all.

Best Regard's,‘

' Chief Steven B. Fage - :
North Kingstown Police Department

8166 Post Road ‘
North Kingsfown, Rhode_lsland 02852_

Copiesto: - Chairman Powell and Cofnmissioners Abemathy,
Adelstein; Copps, and Mariin -
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© August 20, 2003

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

‘Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communlcatlons Commrssuon

.445 12" Street, SW

Washlngton DC 20554

' Re; Support for the Consensus PIan for 800 MHz Reallgnment
' EXx Parte, WT Docket No 02-55

-'Dear Ms Dortch

The Clty of North Myrtle Beach, South Carollna operates an 800 MHz

publlc safety and request that our views be consrdered
o

First responders in South Carolina and across the Natlon are increasingly

: at 'risk because their- ‘public safety radio communications are vulnerable to.
" interfererice from cellular. phones. As cellular usage increases, the risk of
. garbled or blocked police, fire and other public safety communications increases.
‘First- responders " also "urgently need more 800 MHz spectrum to have

“interoperable” communications “among pollce and  firefighters and among

- neighboring jurlsdlctlons Fortunately, asolutlon is avallable

The Federal Commumcatlons Commlssmn has: before it a “Consensus

" Plan” that wouId address cellular/public safety radio interferénce problems and
. provide more of the spectrum that first responders urgently need for radio
" communications. We support the Consensus Plan along with the Association of
Public-Safety Communications = Officials-International, Inc.; the International

Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal Slgnal Assodciation;

the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities Chlefs

Assomatlon the Major County Sheriffs’ Association; and the National Sheriffs’
Association. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan expedltlously in its pUb|IC
safety spectrum rulemaklng, WT Docket No 02- 55

“The Consensus Plan offers the only real, near—term solution to eX|st|ng'
_ public safety radio problems The Plan provides a comprehenswe solution that

addresses interference to public safety systems, allocates additional spectrum for.
_public safety needs, provides private funding to compensate licensees that may.

" “trunked radio system providing critical public safety communications- for police, * .
fire and emergency personnel We are actively followmg this vntal proceedlng for -



need to relocate to new channels as the result of the Plan and ensures that all
affected licensees receive sufficient replacement spectrum as part of the

~.spectrum swaps called for by the Consensus Plan.

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC fall far short and must
be rejected. The UTC/cellular “plan” ignores the problems faced by public safety

_ ..communucators and suggests that case-by-case, after-the-fact solutions could be

found once interference manifests itself. Respondmg only after-the-fact to the

. . problems affecting time-critical public safety services is not’ acceptable, since a |
ssingle interference incident can jeopardize the lives of emergency personnel and

the crtlzens they serve.

Sectlon 1 of the Communlcatlons Act of 1934 provrdes that the FCC is to-

“promotfe] safety of lifé and property through the use of wire and radio o
- communication.” The Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vital objective. -

It has been over sixteen months since the FCC began its public safety spectrum -
proceeding. and over one year since the Consensus Plan .was_submitted.

Supporters of the Consensus Plan have recently addressed the remaining .

implementation details associated with the Plan There is no reason for the FCC, |

to postpone actton any further

We' urge the FCC to resolve the issues facmg the public safety communlty

' expedltlously and adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan.

. Sincerely, -

Chief David A. King

cc | _S'e_'n'ator Emest Hollings -



EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
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Marlene Dortch, Secretary

_Federal Communications Commission
. 445 12th Street, S W

RECENED & NSPECTED
- NV 1220
FCC - MATLROOM
QRIGINAL
WT Docket ﬁumbeﬁ.oz-ss

Washington, D C. 20554

Dear Madame Secretary,

it's time more attention was paid to @ major problem in public safety' radio signal interference
Communications are vital to emergency reSponse — we need everyone involved to know the
problem, what they need to do, and what everyone elise is doing. It makes us quick, ‘effective and
safe Unless our communications systems aren't up to the job because of interference, which
causes delays, confusion and musdirection. In our line of work, this could be dangerous if not

deadly

1 applaud the Commission for. recogmzmg this problem Now, we need to ensure that the

problem is solved in a permanent and proactive manner The Consensus Plan does just this by
realigning the 800 MHz spectrum This will elminate the interference problem as well as give

" public safety more radio spectrum for future communications needs

It's called the “Consensus Plan” for a reason more than 80 percent of public safety officials
support it | Hope you will make a ruling in-favor of the saféty of first responders and the

American public and approve the Consensus Plan

Respectfull'y submitted,

- Chief Bill Heathman

Hartswille Fire -
111 South 7th Street
Hartsville, SC 29550

cc
Representative John Spratt

:1401 Longworth HOB

Washington, D C 20515

Mo o~
Lo,
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Federal Communications Commission
. 445 10th Street, 8. W.. - ' ‘ . o
Washington, D.C. 20554 - WT Docket ﬁml‘@%ﬁs

Dear Madarms Seoretary,

1 a1t vriling today to urge you to fske action regarding the pressing problem of public safety
ivterférent in the 800 MHz spectruns. - |

© “The Conserisis Plan is the only viable solution t alleviate the problems of interference in the

. public safely spectrum, By réaligning the specingh, we will be salving e interference problent in
=2 tompretensive and prosciive wey. The Conserisus Plan also provides additional specium fo
public safety and offers a futun: plaiform for comimunitations netwarks that ars needed & profect
our communities; Pefhaps equalty important, i plan is fully funded and will not impase any
burden on taxpayers. : ' .

" it for that reeson it | would ke ko go on fhe record in support & the Consensus Plan 2 the
sewmmemgammmaemmmm MHz band.

— o .
Cfief iike Bjactoron

Rack Hill Flre :

244 &, Elpzabieth L

Roek Hill, 5C 267304502

201 E. Main Sticet, Suite 305 -
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October 28, 2003

The Honofgble Michael Powell
Chairman

. Federal Communications Commission

445 Twelfth Stroet, SW - :
Washington, D.C. 20554 . |

_Deaer Chairman: _ , : :
- - I exn writing to share the concerns: ofﬁieProfessxunaIFn'efxghm of South Dakota about

interference problems in the 800 MHz spectrum band that is complicating the jobs of pubhc

- safety providers and emeargency "first responders” around the country. The enclosed letter from

Steven J. Dirksen, the President of the organization, reflects the group’s conoerns and canveys its

_supportforapmmsallmuwnasthe “Consensus Plan.”

As you are well aware, public safetyand commercial wircless operatms nademclosepronm:ty
on the spectrum. Operations by these adjacent licensees, providing service in complisnce with
the Commission's interference rules, have nonetheless resulted in instances of interference that

 endanger public safety personnel and the citizens they protect. The Professional Fire Fighters of

South Dakota, as well as a number of other public safety orgnmnuons, have embraced the

‘ rcbandmg approech in the “Consensus Plan” a5 a promising way to resolve the problem.
Spectrum mnnagqmm is extmordmmly complex, a.nd the Commissian is the appropriate vehicle

for evaluating this highly technical issue.- Moreover, any effort to reallocate spectriim has a
significant impact on other users, taxpayers and the public interest that should not be ignored by
the Cormmss:o:u as xt addresses the mtc:femnce problexns i in the 800 MHz spectrum band.

Iurgayouto conmderthcsefaotors as you oraﬁa comprehensive response to the gmwmg ,
interference pmblcm faced by public safety organizations. I also encourage the Commission to
addmss th:s pressmg issue in 2 timely mammer.

PRINTED ON RECYCGLED PAPER
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m'mmmom Asmcwnoﬂ OF FIRE FIGHTERS, AFL-GIC ~ SOUTH DAKOTA STATE ssbsm

ROFESSIONAL FIRE FI 'HTE
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Senalef Tom Daschis . L ,
509 Hast Senate Building . | '

| wanied to wrile & jeltar Io express my concem abuut me dann srous pmq\nm of 800
MHz interference. Rellable communicationa are eitical to firefightsrs and pther pyblle
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