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SUMMARY

The Commission’s actions in this proceeding should be guided by three basc principles
(@ Class A and LPTV dations should make the trangtion to digital operation in an orderly and
efficient manner; (b) incentives should be provided to encourage the condruction of digita
fecilities and (c) the trangtion should impose as few economic burdens as possible, because
Class A and LPTV dations have fewer economic resources than most full power gtations.

Class A and LPTV dations have the grestest representation of any mass media service in
teems of locd ownership, locd programming, niche programming, smdl busness ownership,
and minority and femde ownership and management. These characteridics are important to
preserve and to encourage a smooth trangition to digital operation.

Class A/LPTV dations should be permitted to apply for a second channd for digitd
operation. Flash-cut could be suicida in an environment where most stations do not have cable
or satdlite carriage and thus will not benefit from any format conversion those systems provide.

Interference determinations should be as smple as possible, using contour overlap where
feasible but dlowing the use of the Longley- Rice method without the need for arule waiver.

An initid filing window should be redricted to exiding dations and be naionwide in
scope. A short freeze should both precede and follow the window, to stabilize the database.
After that, a rolling window, firg-come, fird-served system would be desrable.  Applications for
digitd channds for existing sations should be given priority over establishing new stations.

Primary datus for Class A gations is required by law and must be preserved, including
on their second digital channed where interference standards are met; but dations unable to find a
second channel that meets Class A standards should be permitted to occupy digita channels on a

secondary bass until they revert to one primary channd a the end of the trandtion. The



Commisson should exercise its dautory authority to provide more opportunities for LPTV
gations to secure Class A status.

Applications for digitad channels should be trested as minor changes only where there is
overlap between existing and proposed protected contours. No new requirement for principa
city grade service should be introduced, as it would involve unnecessary new complexity that
may condrain the ability of gationsto find digita channels.

Mutud exclugvity should be avoided by making Channd 52-69 available, dlowing each
andog daion to file for only one digitd channd, mandating the use of offset, providing an
ample opportunity for flexible settlements and dismissng mutudly excdusve applications that
do not ettle.

The permitted congtruction period should be three years for a second channd, with no
limit for on-channd converson. Staions that do not have a second channd should be permitted
to make ther own busness decison as to when anadog services should be terminated,
particularly when they occupy spectrum on a secondary bass. On-channd converson shoud be
permitted a will, as a matter of right, with just notice to the Commisson when an appropriate
power reduction is implemented. The power limit for high-band VHF channels should be re-
examined.

There should be no congraints on the type of service provided by Class A/LPTV dations
on ther digitd channds except to the extent required by law. This kind of flexibility is
necessary to encourage investment and early adoption of digitd technology. Cable systems
should aso be permitted to carry Class A/LPTV dations on any tier to which the system and

dation may privately agree.



