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RECEIVED 

SEP 1 7 2003 

SENATOR JOHN BREAUX 
503 HART OFFICE EUlLOlNG 
WASHINGTON DC 20510 

IN THE MATTER OF IMPROVING PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS IN lHE800 MCtz BAND 
WT DOCKET NO 08-55 (EX hrde) 

mar Senabr Bream 

The Monrce Police Department has kamed that mveral pdic: safety agencles In our at-€& haV2 

c u m 5  regarding thea 840 MHz cotnmumcattons systems. This cummunbkns SyStWn is the 
pnmary system fw an acbwbes performed by I k e  agmm in our ama mese a#mck have nol 
erprsssed any problems with interferem with UleIr 800 M& system. They haw expressed that hi3 
system E rnuchimprnved oyer the old htgh Mend system wed in he past 

The agenoes inmlved do have some m m m s  regarding a pnvak company. Nextel CommUnlCBlbW 
aitempting 10 realbcate the 8M) MHz band br ik pnvatelcommerclal use. The reallocaUon OI this 
system wwld bfca these qenctes m rehrne andlor replace thcircornrnunicallons syslerns Dunng 
these hmeS of budget cuts and shnnklng tax reuenues. this would be lmposslble for many Of MBSe 
agencies 

Neeel calk hs new plan a CatSenms plan. Th~sconsensus plan may jwpardae Vle e k t w e m s  Of 
the agenues mmmuniGatlom system and may wvse inlemption in h use of these system *mlk the 
r n r w w s  plan IS b e i r ~  Implemented. Furthemre, the m s ~ n s u s  plan d require ulbse agemk ta 
change to alternate f q u e n b s  wllhin Wlve monk. This will be 811 unnecessary elpense (0 those 
agencies. and d my be ImDOSSlble fa be cornpleled in that amount oftim. 



Addibullally, u n h  Ihc consemu p h .  the% agencies would only he protccted fnim 
iurerferencc iC rhey met cerhin S i b d  sveng&s nnd rccciver reyuircments m 

prenribcd by the plm. Muny ofour agencies do nor have thc extra rrsuiuccs needed 
IO men hew rcqiiiremmlr and would not be able 10 protcct their ~cirmoimicatiionu 
q m m ~  from inkTfeicdcc. The lack of these n‘sources ,md protcction from 
insrfcrenct: would gcatly hmper the wviccs to our community The 800 MH;! 
cnrnmunications x p k m  bas proven LU bc v~luahle. nssct to the public sntety enlilicr, 
and 11ic qunlity of that communication system should not hc wcriiced tor munctwy 
p i n s  ol‘rl privbtc corprruiion. 

, , 

There i s  B L ~  altem.uive. propod that wa3 pixsenred to rht: Fcderul Cuiwunication 
Ct~miss ion on May 20, 2003. Thi, proposnl was inlruducd tn he Conuuission 
the “balancul approach.” Thc “balnnced approach’”’ pmvidrr protcction III these 
agencies by not requiring rhein to rclot;a{~ lo dttmae hyuciicies und appears to 

safeyard thost: procedures thd w0111d resnlve rhe interference problems. The 
"balanced apprnnch- alw h s  proactive steps to inlrnediakly dcal with tho= 
inlcrikrcnce problems tllot may occur by rclying OII technology and &rc&:’ 
enforcemen1 regarding the inkrfcreacr. 11 would bc simpler and more effectivr rhaa 
Lhc consencu< plan 

The ”Mmcd appruaL-1;’ will provide grcatcr protection ~ r r  Ihc public snfety wcrs at 
less cost nnd 4th less intermptitrn uf 1100 MHz service. I urge you 111 help us protect 
our public safcty communications system4 and wild P message to Ncxtel d v i s h g  
them Ihc Federd Conununicntinnt, Coinmission is mort coiicemed a b u t  DIU public 
&sty agencics’ nbility ti l  provide quality seniuts to our citizens. Ihw their 
clrnmiercia! and pnvdtc gams. 

It is thr requcst of the Monroc Police D e p m e n l  that you suppod thc “bnlunwi 
dpproach” for a teller Amcricn. 

Evclyn R. Robinsun 
Chief of Policc 
Id 


