SEF-2-2did3 94 17P

Evciyn B. Robinson
Cheet of Police

labn W {r gy
Asaat ik ol Palice
(318 329-7501

Mrumshahve Scrmees
Moy Toin Medley
(318) 329 2259

{nmy ol 111, vanhon
Nejor 1aea Prra

(318} 379-35R8

Imvestagrtrve
Moo farbert Grweil
{118 3797517

fatrel
Mojar Robert (rotam
{(T18) 379-2804

Soccal Operations
Moo By Kamp
{328) 779 244)

FRCM: T0: 93295327

EX PARTE OR 1 ATF FILED

i} (‘? o {‘;Qf.f-
Menroe Folice Deparbment 12 B
Post Offtce Box 1581 “‘:gﬁf”f‘q}
Monroe, Louisiana 71210-1501 e ';.:'I-”
(318) 3292400 - Fax {318) 329-2610
James E. Mayo
ORIGINAL Muyor

Auqust 29, 2003
RECEIVED
SEP 1 7 2003
Feceral Communicatens Commission
Gffice of the Secretary
SENATOR JOHN BREAUX
503 HART QFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON DG 20510

IN THE MATTER OF IMPROVING PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATIONS IN THE 800 MHz BAND;
WT DOCKET NO 08-55 (Ex Parte)

Dear Senator Braaux

The Mane Police Department has leamed that several putlic safoty agencies in our aref have
concems regarting their 800 MHz communicaons systems. This communications system is the
prmary system for all actves performed by these agencies in our area  Thase agencies have not
exprassed any problems with interference with thesr 800 MHz system. They have expressed that this
system 15 much-mproved over the old high band system used in the past

The agencres involved do have some concams regarding a privale company. Nextel Communications,
attampting te realiocate the 800 MHz band for its privatefcommercial use. The reallocation of this
system would force these agencies ko retune and/or replace their communications systems  Dunng
these tmes of budget cuts and shnnking tax revenues, this would be iImpossible for many of these

agencies

Nexted calls thrs new plan a consensus plan. This consensus plan may eopardize the effectiveness of
the agencies’ communications system and may cayse intemmuption in the use of these systems while the
consensus plan 1s being implemented. Furthermore, the consansus plan will require those agencies i
change to altemate frequencies within twelve months. This will be an unnecgssary expense to those
agencies, and it may ba iImpossible to be completed in that amount of time.
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Additonally, under the consensus plan, these agencies would only be protected from
iaterference il they met cerlain signal strengths and receiver requircments as
prescribed by the plan. Muny of our agencies do not have the extra resourecs needed
10 meet these requirements and would not be able to proteet their comununications
aystern from inlerfercace. The lack of these resources and pratection from
intcrference would greatly hamper the services to our community  The 800 MHz
communications syslem bas proven L be a valuable assct to the public safety entilics,
and the quahty of that communication system shoutd not be sacrificed for monctary
pains ol a private ComrIralion.

There 15 an alternative proposal that wus presented to the Federa! Communication
Commussion on May 29, 2003. This proposal was introduced to the Commission s
the “balanced approach.”™ The “balanced approach™ provides profection w these
agencice by not requiring them to relocalc o alternate trequencies und appears to
safeguard those procedures that would resolve the interference problems. The
“balanced approach™ also has proactive steps o immediately deal with those
intcricrence problems that may oceur by relying un technology and grcatcf:
enforcement rogarding the inferference. 1t would be simpler and more effective than

the consensus plan

The “balanced approach” will provide greater protection L the public safety users at
less cost and with less interruption of 800 MHz service, 1 urge you 1o help us protect
our public safety communications systems and scnd a message (o Nextel advising
them the Federal Communications Comunission is more concerned about vur public
safety agencies’ ability to provide quality services to our citizens, than their
commercial and privaic gans.

[t is the request of the Monruc Police Department that you suppont the “balanced
approach” for a heller America.

Sincercly,
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