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Dear Mr. Chairman: f«\{\:‘ C e VeX he (1A

I am contacting you regarding the merger between Univision and Hispanic Broadcasting
Corporation (HBC). As a representative of a predominantly Hispanic distnict in Texas, I know
first-hand the importance of Spamsh-language media to my constituents and millions of others
across the United States. Univision and HBC have been major influences in making Spanish-
language media competitive with much larger English-language competitors, while introducing
many mainstream advertisers to the Hispanic populace for the first time.

While I am always cautious of any media concentration, 1 am convinced that the
proposed merger would enhance, not detract, opportunities to serve Spanish-speaking, Hispanic
and general audiences. The increased stature of Hispanic media as a resuit of this merger will
allow Hispanic media to compete more effectively for advertisers who do not yet serve this
ymportant and fast-growing audience. The influx of new capitai to the industry will in turn create
new opportunities for growth and new programming. Moreover, the combinauon of Umvision’s
and HBC’s resources will enhance and expand the media services available to the Hispanic
community much as the recent merger between NBC and Telemundo enhanced Telemundo’s
news resources and coverage.

1 encourage the FCC to proceed expeditiously with a ruling on this merger. In doing so 1
expect that the Commussion will apply standards similar to ihose applied it conuparable nie geis
of television and radio companies with which Univision and HBC compete. I understand that the

EE

Commission has been urged to apply a different regulatory treatment to broadcast stations that

choose to serve a predominantly Hispanic audience. As the FCC has determined in past reviews |
of content and formats, there is no basis for imposing a separate regulatory standard upon
broadcasters who carry Spanish-language programming or who voluntarily choose to serve |
Hispanic audiences. Such broadcasters should be permitted and encouraged to compete under [
the same rules as their competitors, and should not be penalized because of their choice of

programming format or the ethnicity of their audience. No of Gopies rec'd 2
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In light of the substantial benefits arising to the Hispanic community from the proposed
merger of Umvision and HBC, I ask that this proposed transaction receive all due consideration
as promptly as possible 1 order to make these benefits to the public a reality.

Sincerely,

Ciro D. Rodriguez
Member of Congress




