
1-t v ’ E N  HAL SENTER & LERMAPJ PLLC 

Ms.  Marlene L 1 .  Uortch 
Secrcrxry 
FetLci-al Conimun I ciiti ons Coin mission 
236 Massiichusetls Avenue N.E.. Suite 1 IO 
Washington. DC 20002 

RECEIVED 

APR - 9 2003 

b M H P I L  COMMUNlCArlONS COMMWOC 
OFFlC€ 1 F  TYE CECHETARY 

Ke: Ex Parte Communication in IB Docket No. 02-10 

Dear  Ms. Doitch: 

By this lettei., Maritime Telecommuiiications Network, Inc. (“MTN’), by i t s  att neys. 
rcsponds to the cspor-tr communication filed into the above-referenced docket on April 4, 2003 
on  behalf of rhc Fixed Wireless Comm~inications Coalition (“FWCC”). The principal point 0 1  
the FWCC filing I S  to asscit that it i s  preinawe for the Commission to issue a notice of proposed 
rule making concerning the use 0 1  Earth stations on board vessels (“ESVs”) within the Fixetl- 
satellite service (“FSS”) frequencies at C-band and Ku-band until after the 2003 World 
Radiocommtinication Conlei-cnce (“WRC-03”) has concluded i t s  action on the ESV item on i t s  
agendir. For the rcasons provided below, M T N  strongly disagrees with the FWCC’s assertion 
and urges the Commission to release i t s  notice of proposed rule making as far in advance ot 
WRC-03 as i t  can. 

The U.S., wilh the support of ClTEL Administrations, has finalized i t s  proposals for the 
inlcrnational rcgulalory scheme that i t  wants to see for C-band and Ku-band ESVs. These 
pi.oposals arc very similar to the proposals on ESVs that are going to be considered by WRC-03 
from the Asia-PaciTic and European regional groups. (MTN updated the Commission’s record in 
the instant poceeding o n  WRC-03 developments on the ESV agenda item in a previous c’xpparfc’ 
presenlalioii.) 

Thc I l S .  has been the chief proponent of  a icgulatory regime for ESVs foi. more than six 
ycars and through I w o  prior WRCs. The rclease of a notice of proposed rule making i n  1B 
Dockct No. 02- IO would go il long way toward achieving that indisputable U.S. ob,jcctive. The 

about on the subject of domestic implemeniation of the very intemdlional regulatory scheme that 
rhe I1.S. has long promoted. 

go-dow appi-oxh thar FWCC advocates would have the U.S. spend WRC-03 prancing aimlessly 
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lr the FWCC has pal-ticular issues with how thc U.S.-supponcd approach to ESV 
i.eylation i s  to lic implemcnted domestically. it should f i lc  comments in  rcsponsc to the 
foi~thcoining noticc of proposed I-tile making. It  is beyond c i lv i l ,  howevcr, that thc Commission’s 
ireleiisc or s u c h  3 rulernaking proposal prior to the coinmencement of WRC-03 will provide 
valuable suppoil to rhc U.S. pinposals on ESVs, and p lay  il kcy cole in assurins that the U.S. 
ohjectives 31-e duly rekc ted  i n  the outcomc of the Confercnce. 

Pursuanl to Section I .  120h(h) of the Commlssion’s Rules, 47 C.F.R.9 I .12U6(b), the 
original and one copy of  this ICILCI- are submitted foi- inclusion in  the file of the above-referenced 
proceeding. 

Please direct a n y  questions you may have tu the undersigned 

Rdu l  RodrirueL 
I J 

Stephen D. Baruch 
A!lnrrieys ,for Muritinie Tt./ecom~izunic~itiollr 
Network, Irrc. 
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