TEETRRUUE OMON I9TZD FAX T 202 286 8953 TELEDESIC

-

JOHM EDVWARDE

o008

ORIGI
TN PAnTE gﬁ? iITATE nggg | Q,,Z.. g/

MORTH 0ARDLINA lB O1-\8¢ CONPMERCE, BEIENCE, AND

(aQ2) 224 -1 5a

TRANAPOATATI Ok

HEALTH.EBUCATION, (ABQR,

qﬁnltﬂﬁ ﬁmtw 5mﬂtt AND PENTIONS.

INTELLIGENCE
EMALL BYBINESS

WASHINGTON, DC 2b510-3201

Sepiemnber 28, 2001

Mz Michael X. Powall ‘
Chairmat | O Sazr 00
Federal Communications Conunizsion

445 12th Street Southwest

Washington, DE 20024-2101

Dear Chairman Powoll:

 Tho sueocessiul operation of Mobile Satellite Service (MSS) systems will bring to
ungerved and undersorved areas the same advanced communications capabilities available to
urban vaers, and will enhance the capabilitics of public safety and military parvonnel.

As wo sadly learned this month, satellite systems ae an indispansable segmant of the
natignal telecommunications infrastructure, end cao serve 3 keoy role in restoring commuaicadens
capacity in the event that teorestriat [acilities are disabled, The ability of MSS systems to provide
ubiquitous plobal conmecilyity is uniquely snited to fitfill this and other impovtant public policy
goals. Forthe milljons of Americans living in rural areas with no mobile voico or data serviee,
MSS networks will be their best, and perhaps only, choice for high-specd digital conmections.
Maritime, military, publc gafety, and recroational users will also benefit from MBS coverage of
rural areas, and from giobal MSS coverage in the event of a matural disaster or other orisis.

On August $*, the Federal Communications Commission recognized the importance of
MSS when it began a procesding 10 allow licensed MSS aperatore to {11l in coverage holes by re-
using their utisigned frequencies over an anciilery tenastrial component - 2 concept the
Commission hes endorsed previously with respect to ather sawe]lite setvice. To the =xtent that
2GHz MSS operators oan meximize thelr spectrpm efffciency through ea ancillary terrestrial
component, they will be better uble to attragt the billions of dollars in financial cupital necessary
to build and laumch (heir systeras. Therefore, ancillary terrestrial sexvice will enbadeo the ahility
of MSS operators (b serve customers by improving the goonemics of MSS.

Significantly, this proposal doss nct require shating amang different licenses o allocarion
of additional spectrum. In addition, tercestrial service would ba allowed only after commerciz!
operation of the setellite service and in a manner consistent with prioe Comuniation decisions on
combined use gystems.

If the 2GHz MSS scrvice is to sucoced, the Corpmission must decide the wseue a5 quickly
as possible, because applicants cannot begin in earnest {o raise the enermous suris necessary to
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desiga. build, and deploy their sysierns while such an important aspect of the gervice Tules ato
uner consideration. Under the circumstansces, delay may be tantamount to demial. Therefore, I
urge you to move as quickly as possible to résolve this matter.

Sineerely,

John Edwards

JR/am



