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i’ April U, 2001 

The ~ o n o r a b l ~  hiichaal K Powell 
ChaLman 
Fcdcd Commrmicetiom Cammimian 
445 12th s h e ,  S.W. 
washing tor^, D.C. 20554 

Re: IB Docket No. 99-81 (2 GHz MMS Service Urn) 

D m  CJkman Powell: 

h a 1  ~mericarur throughout tho uamhy, including many of our tonsticum&, am atill 
awaiting the introduction of bmsdbarid Ssrviccs. The CommissioS rocogniziig this problem, has 
allccatd spectrum in tha 2 GHz band for Mobile Satellib S d c e  (”MSS’? znd is ourrcntly 
working towards issuing kcnsca h, tho Emt set of applicaals. The m c c c s s ~  opaation of MSS 
systems will bdng to unserved and undasavcd areas, the name advanced communications 
cnpabilities available to urban uscr8 and d l  enhance Ihe capabilities of public safely and 
milimypenonnel. 

IC has come IO ow attention tha the CommiSsion haa been asked b authorize ancillary 
terres63I use as a rnmplemer~t IO 2 GBMSS.  It Q OUT d m d i n g  tbat it UIEY bo ~ c c s ~ a r y  

to provide 2 OHZ MSS oyeratols wi& the flsxibi~tyto engage in aacillary tsrres&ial service in 
order to e- tho f i n d  viability and the cRicimt use of 2 GHZ sp6ct~111 by M9S operators - - a concept the Co&i.usion has clldorsed previously with respmr 10 othm satellite service. Two 
0% MSS operaton, will not be able IO a!lzacl rhc billionr of d o h  in h c i a l  capital neccasary 
to build and launch thdr sysroma athout tha ability to maximize thob spcctnuu &oi.sncy 
thmugh 
thc.ability of hiSS optaators lo m e  customem by improving the economics ofMSS. This 
proposal docs not require dooation of edditiod ~pcctnrm or sharing mong different lioensocs: 
Addtionally, m g h L n l  service would be allowed only after commercial operation of &e satellite 
senice and in a manner comlrtcnt with prior Commission decisions on combined we Vtemrj, 

e,ucillar/ terrestrial mponmt; Thmfore, anc ihy  teumrial fianico mi enhauce 

MSS systam have tho unique abilityto accompliab a host ofpublic policy goals. if 
petmitted to pmvide ancillary t e a l  aonica, 2 OHz MSS operar~a will be Bblc fo pmvlde 
ubiquitous global cormectivity. Since millions af Americans who live in nnal are% currently 
hve no mobile voice or dau ~ e d e e ,  an MSS nttwork will be theu best, if not &air only choice 
for fist ~ @ ! d  connections. In addition, military, marltime. recmational, and public safety u~ef9 
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will benafft from MSS covpagc of Mal arm. In the case of a nahpal dam or other crisis, 
MSS may provide the only communications link for military, marifimc, and public safety 
pasomel. wdrecreational naw. 

If the 2 GHz MSS service is to succeed. the Commission must decids the h e  85 quickly 
a passiblc, because applic~m c m o t  begin in Barnest to raise dm momoy~ ~ ~ l l s  necessary m 
dnaigq build, and deploy h i r  systams when they do not yet have licensas and kcy sspm ofthe 
&cc rules rsmain under mnsidemtion. Further dday may be tantamount to denial. 
Thmfm, we urge you m move 
te~~ebial componmt to 2 GHz MSS s h c e .  

quickly as posaible to deaide the requesr M add an Bocilhy 

n i t h  bmt wishes. 


