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The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairmnen

Fedoral Communications Commission
445 12th Street, 5. W.

‘Waeshington, D.C. 20854

Re: IB Docket NO.99-81 (2 GHz MMS Service Rules)

Dear Chairman Powell:

Rural Americans throughout tho vouniry, inclading many of our eonstituents, am still
awaiting the introduction of broadhand serviees. The Commission, recognizing this problem, has
allocated spectrum 1N the 2 GHz band forMobile Satellite Service (MSS™) and s cusrently
working towards issuing hicenses totho first set of applicants. The successful operation of MSS
systems Will bring to unserved andunderserved areas, the same advanced cormmunications
capabilities availableto urban users and will enhance the capabilities of public safety and

military perconnel.

It has come to our artention that the Comimission hag been asked to autherize ancillary
terrestrial use 23 a complement 1o 2 GHz MSS. L is our understanding that it may bo necessary
to provide 2 GHz MSS operators with the flexibility o engage N ancillary ferrestdal service in
order to ensuare the financial viability and the efficient uge of 2 GHz spectrum by MSS operators -
= aconcept the Commiission has eadorsed previously with respect to ather satelliteservice. Two
Gz MSS operators will not be able 10 attract the billions Ofdollars in financial capital necegaary
tobuild and launch their systems without the ability to maximize their spectrum efficiency
through &0 encillasy terrestrial component: Therefore, ancillary terestrial service will enhance
the ability 0f MSS operators to sarve custamers by improving the economics of MSS. This
proposal docs Not require ellocation of additional spectrum ar sharing among differentlicensees.-
Additionally, texrestrial service would be allowed anly after cemmercial operation of the satcllite
service and in a manner consistent With prior Conmission decisions on combined ugs systems,

MSS systems have the unique ability to accomplish a host of public policy goals. If
permitted o provide ancillaryterrestrial servics, 2 GHz MSS operators Will be eble o provide
ubiquitous global canmectivity. Since millions af Americans who live in rursl areas cusrently
have no mobile voice or data service, an MSS network will be their best, if not their only choice
for fast digital connections. In addition, military, macitime, recreationsl, and public safety users
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will benefit from MSS coverage of rural areas. Inthe case of anatural disaster or other crisis,
MSS may provide the only communications link for millitary, maritime, ad public safety
personne!, end recreational ngers.

Ifthe 2 GHz MSS service iste succeed.the Commissionronst decide the izsne as quickly
as possible, because applicants cannot begin I earest to raise the enormous sums necessary 1o
design, build, and deploytheir systamLs when they do not yet have Licenses and key asposts of the
service rules remain und«t reconsiderstion. Further delay may be tantamount to denial.
Therefore, we urge you to mave as quickly as possible to dewids the requess to add am ancillary
terrestrial comporent to 2 GHz MSS service.

Sincerely,

STEVENS




