
A Partnership Including
Professional Corporations
600 13th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.   20005-3096
202-756-8000
Facsimile 202-756-8087
http://www.mwe.com

Shirley S. Fujimoto
Attorney at Law
sfujimoto@mwe.com
202-756-8282MCDERMOTT, WILL & EMERY

Boston
Chicago
Düsseldorf
London
Los Angeles
Miami
Munich
New York
Orange County
Silicon Valley
Washington, D.C.

January 15, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch, Esq.
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 - 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C.  20554

Re:  Improving Public Safety Communications in the 800 MHz Band, WT Docket No.
02-55; Ex Parte

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Consumers Energy Company ("Consumers"), through its undersigned
telecommunications counsel, hereby supports the "Motion for Extension of Time" filed by the
Cellular Telecommunications & Internet Association ("CTIA") on January 13, 2003, in the
above-captioned matter. Consumers agrees with CTIA that additional time will be needed to
submit useful comments and reply comments in response to the "Supplemental Comments of
the Consensus Parties," filed on December 24, 2002.

Consumers is the largest electric and gas utili ty in the state of Michigan, and relies on
an 800 MHz land mobile radio network to serve its approximately 6 milli on customers.
Because of the largely rural nature of its service territory and the severe winter weather
conditions in this area, the availabili ty of reliable mobile communication service is essential
to Consumers' operations. As such, Consumers has been an active participant in this docket to
ensure that the proposals to correct Nextel's interference to public safety and other 800 MHz
licensees would not adversely affect Consumers' abili ty to reliably operate its radio network.
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On December 24, 2002, the proponents of the so-called "Consensus Plan" filed a 150-
page "Supplement" to their previous submissions. On January 3, 2002, the Wireless
Telecommunications Bureau issued a Public Notice requesting comments on the Supplement
by February 3 and reply comments by February 18.1

Consumers supports CTIA's request for a modest extension of time due to the
significant issues raised in the Supplemental Comments. Consumers is particularly concerned
with proposals for realigning 800 MHz allocations in the Canadian border region because a
major portion of Consumers' radio network operates in Border Regions 3 and 7. Not only
must Consumers understand how the Consensus Plan would affect its current operation, it
must also consider whether implementation of this proposal would restrict Consumers' abili ty
to expand or enhance its network to meet the changing needs of its utili ty customers. The
number of channels currently available to Consumers and other Business-Industrial/Land
Transportation licensees are already limited in these border areas, and Consumers would be
very concerned with any plan that would reallocate these much needed channels from use by
critical infrastructure industries. Aside from the specific proposals regarding border channel
plans, the Supplemental Comments include myriad details concerning negotiations, regional
coordinations, funding, timelines, and interference criteria that will require further analysis.

Grant of CTIA's motion will not significantly delay resolution of this proceeding, and
will provide for a more comprehensive record on which the FCC could base a decision.
Because the Consensus Parties claim they will not accept any significant modifications to
their proposal, it is imperative that this proposal be fully vetted and that the Commission and
all affected parties understand the complete ramifications if the plan is implemented. The
complex, interrelated transactions contemplated by the Consensus Plan will not permit an
easy return to the "status quo" once initiated, and if implemented only partially or
imprudently, it appears that the potential for Nextel interference under this plan could be even
greater than it is today.

Consumers therefore supports CTIA's Motion for Extension of Time, and urges the
FCC to extend the comment and reply comment dates by at least four weeks.

                                                          
1 "Wireless Telecommunications Bureau Seeks Comment on 'Supplemental Comments of the
Consensus Parties' Filed in the 800 MHz Public Safety Interference Proceeding -- WT Docket No. 02-
55,"  Public Notice, DA 03-19 (rel. Jan. 3, 2003).
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Pursuant to the Commission's Rules, one copy of this letter is being submitted
electronically through the Commission's Electronic Comment Fili ng System.

Very truly yours,

/s/ Shirley S. Fujimoto

Shirley S. Fujimoto
Counsel for Consumers Energy Company

cc: Thomas J. Sugrue
Kathleen O'Brien Ham
D'Wana R. Terry
Ed Thomas
Lisa Gaisford
Scott Delacourt
Michael Wilhelm
Bryan Tramont


