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In the Matter of ) , 

1 
Proposal 10 Revisc Multichilnricl Multipoint ) RM- I0586 
Dixlrihution Service and the Ins[ructional 1 
Television Fixed Service Rules ) 

To: ‘The Wireless ~Telecumnlunicatioris Rurcxi  

COMMENTS O F  ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANCELES 

The Ai-chdiocese o f  L o b  Angelcs Educntioii and Welfare Corporation (“Archdiocesc”) 

stihi i i i ts thcw coniinent\ in mpport of [he proposal (“Proposal”) suhrnitted by the Wireless 

Coiiiinunicatioiiy A\socia\icw International, the National ITFS Association, and the Catholic 

Tclevision Nctwork to  change Ihe rules governing the Multichannel Mult ipoint Distribution 

Service (“MMDS”) and the Iiistrtictiorial Television Fixed Scrvice (“lTFS”).I ‘The revised rules 

wotild r e d t  in more \treiinilincd licensing for MMDS and E F S  licensees, encourage the 

dcployineiit of new wireless hi-oadhaiid hervices, and enhance the availahility and usef’ulncs of 

cduutional services across the United S k t e s .  

Thc Ai-chdiocese of Los Angeles i s  the largest archdiocese i n  the United States serving 

approxirnatcly 5 mill ion conslittielit\ in three Southern California miinties covering 8000 square 

niiles. The Archdiocese’s school ,systeni i s  comprised of 278 schools, and i s  one of the 

largest school systems i r i  thc state of California. The Archdiocese has been using 

freqticiicies since 1967. 

three 

ITFS 

I .Set “Wiwless Telr‘coiiitnunication,~ Bureau Setks Comment on Proposal to K tv i ye  Multichannel 
Multipoint Distrihurion Service and ln,~triIctimi1l ‘Tclevision f i xed  Service Rules,” Pijhlic. N,lricu, D.4 02- 
3732 (rel. Oct.17. 2002). 



Initially, the Archdiocese had four m i l o g  ITFS channels, which were used to capacity for 

educationill pi-ogramming. Over time, iis {he deinand for distance learning increased, the 

Archdiocme added two adtlitioiial analog channels. In 1996, with the help of i ts  commercial 

partner, the Archdiocese’s channels were converted t o  digital operation. 

Today, tlic Archdiocese uses ITFS chaiincls to provide educational programniing to over 

50,000 sludeiits. Teachers have access to a wide vx ic ty  of courses including science, language 

arts, inaih. social studies, reli~ioti/values. technology, art, and physical education. 

Approximately I O 0  ol the Archdiocese’s schools are located in inner-city conimunities, and are 

struggling financially. These chool.; have a signilicaiit number of studcnis from niulti-ethnic 

hac kgrou ids .  

‘The Ai.chdioccse has leiirticd thai integrating iechnology into the classroom helps to fine- 

tune the curriculuni IO ineei tlic iridiviclual lcarning styles of different studentc. For this reason, 

thc Archdiocehe supporis the Proposal hccause i t  provides a framework io protect existing ITFS 

operations while. AI the \ame time, opening up the spectrum for a host of new two-way, 

intei’active broadband services. These new scrvices arc vitally important, and wi l l  lurthcr o u r  

ability to serve teachers, btudcnis and oihers in the coinmunity. 

The Proposal was the r e w l i  01 significant work by numerous ITFS and MMDS licensees, 

etigineei.s, equipmelit vendors, arid others with differing intcrests and perspectives. The 

Archdiocese urges the Coniinission to movc  swiftly to issue a Noticc o f  Proposed Rulcmaking in  

response to the Proposal so that others wi l l  have an opportunity to cominent and new services 

can be deployed at thc earliesi poysible time. 
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Rcxpcciiully wbmitted, 

THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LOS ANGELES 
EDUCATION A N D  WELFARE CORPORATlON 

EdgaI Class 111 
Shook, Hardy & Bacon, LLP 
600 14th Street, N.W. 
Suite 800 
WashingLon, D.C. 20005-2004 
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