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The Forestry Conservation Communications Association (FCCA) represents
various state agencies that are charged with protecting forests, wildlife and natural
resources and is one of the Commission’s public safety frequency advisors and
coordinators. It is pleased to comment on several of the important matters raised in the
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking released on March 15, 2002.

FCCA agrees with the Commission’s tentative conclusion that “interference to
public safety systems presents a sufficiently serious problem that a solution must be
found”. Many of the 800 MHz state public safety radio systems are interleaved with or
adjacent to cellular systems and are being threatened with increased interference. It
should be obvious to all that drastic action is called for.

The Commission’s historical piecemeal approach to allocating spectrum for
public safety has given rise to serious problems. Each of the spectrum allocations

provided to date, has been inadequate to satisfy many critical needs and the more recent 7#(7
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allocations have been based on forecasts and estimates that have turned out to be far too
conservative. To further complicate matters, these allocations have resulted in the
scattering of public safety spectrum in relatively small pieces over six (6) radio bands
making interoperability very difficult.

From the standpoint of the states, the proposal offered to the Commission by
Nextel, is by far the best proposal to date. It doubles the amount of public safety
spectrum in the 800 MHz band and only the upper band NPSPAC Public Safety Users
would have to move. Those in the lower portion would be able to retain their current
channels. Tt would also provide public safety with a significant contiguous radio band
adjacent to the 700 MHz band which is currently unavailable, but hopefully will be
released by the Broadcasters sometime in the future, thus, extending the contiguous band.

The proposal offered by NAM is not very attractive because it requires all public
safety systems to move which will be very disruptive and it does not offer any additional
spectrum for public safety.

The issue of equipment standards needs to be addressed by the Commission. The
current lack of tight receiver selectivity and the resulting inability of receivers to reject
unwanted signals causes interference and wastes spectrum. This is a situation which calls
for the use of the best technology. It cannot be accomplished in the marketplace.

It is important that any public safety system that is required to move, receive
adequate compensation to cover the costs of cither new equipment where necessary or
retuning where that is possible. Since interference problems are being found both in the
interleaved channels as well as in the NCSPAC channels adjacent to the cellular band, it

is incumbent upon all of the cellular carriers to contribute to a fund to cover the expense




of moving the NCSPAC channels. While a careful study of costs will have to be made, it
appears at this juncture, that the $500 million dollar offer by Nextel will not be sufficient
to cover the amounts needed.

The FCCA will continue to participate in this proceeding and will cooperate with
the Commission and the other parties in an attempt to resolve this difficult problem has
promptly as possible.

.\l\lespectfully submitted,
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