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WT Docket No. 99-168
GN Docket No. 01-74
WT Docket No. 02-55

In the Matter of

Service Rules for the 746-764 and
776-794 MHz Bands, and Revisions to
Part 27 of the Commission’s Rules
(Televison Channels 60-69)

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Reallocation and Service Rules for the ) DA 02-260
698-746 MHz Spectrum Band ) Report No. AUC 02-31-A
(Television Channels 52-59) ) (Auction No. 31)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

DA 02-563
Report No. AUC 02-44-B
(Auction No. 44)

Auction of Licenses in the 747-762 and
777-792 MHz Bands Scheduled for
June 19, 2002

D.A. 02-857

To: The Commission D.A. 02-971

Comments of Small Business in Telecommunications
Small Business in Telecommunications (SBT} is a non-profit organization of hundreds of

operators of local radio systems and associated manufacturers of equipment employed by members
to serve the public. SBT has long been a commenter to the agency’s efforts in regulating the use of
the land mobile spectrum, including both 700 and 800 MHz facilities. Its members include dozens
of 800 MHz licensees, authorized to provide commercial operations to various markets employing
both site-based and geographic licensed facilities. Accordingly, SBT is both qualified to comment
in this proceeding and has long established its members’ intense interest in these matters,

SBT supports CTIA’s Application For Review and urges the Bureau to recommend that the
Commission delay Auctions 31 and 44 beyond the scheduled date of June 19, 2002, A balancing
of the public interest clearly weighs in favor of such delay and a maintaining of greater options for

determining whether the subject spectrum is better employed for the purpose resolving harmful




interference to public safety operators at 800 MHz. There is no immediate need for the spectrum to
be auctioned and all parties admit that any future use of the subject 700 MHz spectrum would be
delayed due to issues arising out of broadcaster incumbency. Accordingly, no party would be iﬁj ured
by delay and the agency leaves open its ability to engage in reasoned decision making regarding the
best future use of that 700 MHz spectrum.

Further, those 700 MHz channels hold the best promise of viable spectrum for the purpose
of promoting interoperability among public safety entities. The Commission has long supported the
efforts toward greater public safety interoperability, but has lacked spectrum resources which would
apply to solving the issue in a cost effective manner. This is particularly true when one considers
that migration of public safety entities onto the 700 MHz spectrum would be gradual and, thus,
provide adequate time for broadcasters’ migration onto digital television spectrum.

The agency should not preclude or ignore this opportunity to serve the needs of public safety
while promoting an auction which is unlikely to net substantial revenues for the U.S. Treasury due
to the encumbered condition of the spectrum. In failing to delay the auction, the agency would paint
itself into a corner which would require unnecessarily expensive solutions from which to remove
itself while reaching for a decision regarding the complex issues articulated within WT Docket 02-
55.

Concurrently, the private industry proponents of the auction appear to be forwarding sale for
the specific purpose of commencing negotiations to obtain monies from auction winners in exchange

for prompt migration from the subject spectrum. The agency should not rush to auction for the sole

purpose of providing leverage for those persons, which leverage is undeserved and surely of less




decisional significance than the needs of public safety and other adversely affected 800 MHz

operators.

In consideration of the foregoing, SBT respectfully requests that the Bureau and the

Commission delay Auctions 31 and 44 consistent with CTIA’s Application For Review.

Respectfully submitted,

Small Business in Telecommunicati

Robert H.” Schwaningch

Dated: May 3, 2002

Schwaninger & Associates, P.C.
1331 H Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 347-8580
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Filed on Behalf of: Paxson Communications
Corporation

601 Clearwater Park Road

West Palm Beach, FL 33401
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Washington, DC 20005

Michael D. Smith

Filed on Behalf of: Living Faith Ministries
8594 Hidden Valley Rd

Abingdon, VA 24210

Colby M. May

Filed on Behalf of: Jacksonville Educators
Broadcasting, Inc.

205 Third Street, S.E.
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1110 N. Glebe Road, Suite 500

Arlington, VA 22201



Lawrence M. Ausubel

Filed on Behalf of: Spectrum Exchange Group, LLC
2920 Garfield Terrace, N.W.

Washington, DC 20008

Robert L. Hoggarth

Personal Conununications Industry Association
S00 Montgomery Street, Suite 700

Alexandria, VA 22314 -1561

George Graham
6024 Luddington Dr
Toledo, OH 43615

Kevin G. Rupy

Filed on Behalf of: Mobex Communication, Inc.
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Washington, DC 20036

Mark Crosby
Filed on Behalf of: Industrial Telecommunicatis

Association, Inc.
110 N. Glebe Road
Arlington, VA 22201

Richard C. Barth
Motorola, Inc.
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Mathew J. Plache
Catalano & Plache, PLLC

Filed on Behalf of: Rig Telephones Inc. dba Datacom

3221 M Street, N W,
Washington, DC 20007 -3617
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Washington, DC 20036

Arthur L Jones
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Suite 400K

Washington, DC 20006 —-1301

Michele Farquhar

Hogan & Haitson

Filed on Behalf of* The International Associatio
Chiefs of Police

555 Thirteenth Street N.W.
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