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The Honorable Michael K. Powell APR 2 3 2002
Chairmam

Federal Commwunications Commission PIRIRAL COMMABICATIGNS COMMIIGION
445 - 12* Street, S.W. Room 88201 SFVROE OF THE SRCATIY

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re:  Delay of Auction Nos. 31 and 44 Scheduled for June 19, 2002
WT Docket No, 99-168, GN Decket No. 01.74

Drear M. Chairmua:

Cingular Wireless LLC (“Cingular”) submits this letter in support of recent
requests by Southern Communications Services, Inc. d/bfa Southern LING and the
Private Wireless Coalidion (“Coulition™), filed April 15, 2002 and April 16, 2002,
respectively, o delay the sbove referenced 700 MHz suctions which are scheduled 1o
commence Juae 19, 2002,

- Cingulur agrees that it is in the public interest to postpone the auctions. Southern
LINC and the Coalition both highlight that the 700 MHz band could play & very
impontant wole in climinating interference to public safety systems in the 800 Mz band.
Ag reported in the trade press, Cingultir bas been working with incumbent 800 Mz
licensees 1o develop u workable proposal that would satisly the Commission's goal of
efiminating interference t public safety in that bund'. At the core of this proposal,

- puiblic safety would be relocated from the 800 MHz band 10 the 700 MEz band; the
spectram currently sllocated to tomemerncial use would be set aside for public safety.
Thus, interference to public safety would be climinated for the foresecable future.
Cingular believes that no other 800 Mtz re-bunding proposal will solve interference 1o
pubhic safety. .

Cangular acknowledges that any relocation of public safety o the 700 MHx, band
designated for commercial use will require legislative action. However, given the
complimentary goals of mitigating interference to public safety and providing for
Homeland Security needs, going forward with the auction on the scheduled date would
prematurely foreclose this proposal from consideration. A delay in the auction would
atlow this propasat to be discussed thoroughty with Congress and the Administration

* Suse brsprevving Public Sofery Communicasions i the 800 M1 Bund, WT Docket Ko. 02-55, Notice of
Praposed Ralemakiosg, PUCOEEL fred. Mar. 13, 20023 (" Public Sufery Notice ™).
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which could result in action being taken that would be in the best interest of public sufety
ard Homeland Security in the long run. Proceeding with die avction would do ihe exact
apposite, clsing the door (o this unique apportunity,

Siay,

Brian Fontes

Vice President, Federdd Relations
Cingular Wireless LLC

1818 N Street, NW, Suite 800
Washingion, DC 20036

{202) 136-3216

Cor Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Compaissioner Kevin J, Martiry
Commissioner Michael 1. Capps
Thomas J, Sugrue, Chief, Wircless Telecommunications Burcau
Edmond J. Thomas, Chief, Office of Engineering and Technology




