
April 16, 2002

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Room 8-B201
Washington D.C.  20554

Re: Delay of Auction 31, WT Docket No. 99-168, and
Improving Public Safety Communications in the
800 MHz Band, WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Private Wireless Coalition (Coalition) is comprised of organizations which
collectively represent the interests of America�s leading industrial enterprises in
spectrum-related matters before the FCC.  We write to you today on behalf of these
interests to request that the Commission delay the start of the above-referenced auction of
licenses in the 700 MHz band beyond the current scheduled start date of June 19, 2002.
The Coalition is aware that the Wireless Telecommunications Bureau (WTB) recently
denied a request for delay of the start of said auction filed by the Cellular
Telecommunications and Internet Association (CTIA).  However, the Coalition believes
there are compelling reasons for a delay other than those cited by CTIA in its request and
on which the WTB based its rejection.

As you are aware, the Commission is currently undertaking a rulemaking
proceeding, that as its title states, has a primary goal of improving Public Safety
communications in the 800 MHz band and eliminating the interference currently being
experienced by various Public Safety entities and private wireless systems across the
country. Recent national events have demonstrated the pressing need for reliable and
interference-free communications for our nation�s police and fire departments. The
results of the 800 MHz rulemaking could go a long way in meeting the Bush
Administration�s Homeland Security spectrum needs.

The existing configuration of the 800 MHz band interleaves Public Safety
channels with Business, Industrial/Land Transportation and SMR channels. This
interleaving appears to play a significant role in the interference to Public Safety and
private wireless systems from certain cellular-like SMR systems. As a consequence, any



plan to resolve Public Safety interference that results from this proceeding is likely to
have an equally large impact on the Private Land Mobile Radio Services (PLMRS).

A number of proposals currently under preliminary discussion involve re-tuning
some incumbent 800 MHz licensees to the 700 MHz band, including those portions of the
band that are the subject of upcoming Auction 31.  Certainly such proposals bring with
them a number of technical, economic and legislative issues which must be addressed.
And so while it is premature to assume that one of these proposals is the best course of
action available, or the course of action the Commission ultimately will follow, it is
equally premature to eliminate such proposals from consideration by going forward with
the auctions on the scheduled date.  The initial comment date in the 800 MHz proceeding
is May 6, 2002, just two days before the Commission�s deadline for auction participants
to state their intention to bid.  It would be a disservice to thousands of 800 MHz
incumbent licensees, and to the nation�s Public Safety needs, to allow the 700 MHz
auction to proceed after interested PLMRS parties have expended extensive time and
resources to devise a workable resolution dependent on the availability of that spectrum.

 We know the Commission is eager to consider any and all reasonable solutions to
800 MHz Public Safety interference. This imperative, part of a comprehensive analysis of
the needs of Public Safety operations, was a central theme expressed throughout the
recent Spectrum Summit sponsored by the Department of Commerce. Yet the
Commission�s ability to meet that imperative could be compromised by adherence to an
auction deadline which already has been recommended for extension by the Bush
Administration as part of its 2003 budget proposal.

In view of the above, the Coalition respectfully requests that the Commission
delay the start of Auction 31 beyond the currently scheduled date of June 19, 2002.

Sincerely,

AERONAUTICAL RADIO, INC. (ARINC)

2551 Riva Road
Annapolis, Maryland 21401-7465
410-266-4386

By: /s/ Kris E. Hutchison               
Kris E. Hutchison
Senior Director, Frequency
     Management

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RAILROADS

     (AAR)

50 F Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20001
202-639-2568

By: /s/ Thomas J. Keller                
Thomas J. Keller, Esq.
Its Attorney

FOREST INDUSTRIES

TELECOMMUNICATIONS

     (FIT)



871 Country Club Road, Suite A
Eugene, OR  97401
541-485-8441

By: /s/ Kenton E. Sturdevant         
Kenton E. Sturdevant
Executive Vice President

MRFAC, INC. (MRFAC)

899-A Harrison Street SE
Leesburg, Virginia 20175
703-663-0320

By: /s/ Clyde Morrow                    
Clyde Morrow
President

SMALL BUSINESS IN

     TELECOMMUNICATIONS (SBT)

11550 Plano Road, Suite 100
Dallas, Texas 75243
214-349-8521

By: /s/  Lonnie Danchik                 
Chairman

cc: Commissioner Kathleen Q.
              Abernathy

Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Thomas J. Sugrue, Chief,

                 Wireless Telecommunications
          Bureau

INDUSTRIAL TELECOMMUNICATIONS

     ASSOCIATION, INC. (ITA)

1110 North Glebe Road, Suite 500
Arlington, Virginia  22201-5720
703-528-5115

By: /s/ Laura L. Smith                   
Laura L. Smith, Esq.
President and CEO

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF

     MANUFACTURERS (NAM)

1331 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004-1790
202-872-0030

By: /s/ Lawrence A. Finerman       
Vice President
Regulatory and Competition
     Policy

UNITED TELECOM COUNCIL (UTC)

1140 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite
1140
Washington, DC  20036
202-872-0030

By: /s/ Jill M. Lyon                        
Jill M. Lyon, Esq.
Vice President and General
     Counsel


