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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of )
)

Flexibility for Delivery of Communications by ) ET Docket No. 01-185
Mobile Satellite Service Providers in the 2 GHz )
Band, the L-Band, and the 1.6/2.4 GHz Band )

)
Amendment of Section 2.106 of the Commission�s ) ET Docket No. 95-18
Rules to Allocate Spectrum at 2 GHz for Use by )
the Mobile-Satellite Service )

OPPOSITION TO REQUESTS FOR EXTENSION OF TIME

Pursuant to Section 1.45(b) of the Commission�s rules,1 ICO Global Communications

(Holdings) Ltd. (�ICO�) strongly opposes the requests for extension of time filed by AT&T

Wireless Services, Inc. (�AT&T Wireless�) and the Cellular Telecommunications & Internet

Association (�CTIA�) (collectively, the �Petitioners�) in the above-captioned proceeding.2  The

Commission should reject immediately the Petitioners� repeated and blatant attempts to

needlessly delay this proceeding.

The Public Notice, released March 6, 2002, invites limited, additional information on

specific technical issues concerning band sharing between satellite and terrestrial services in the

mobile satellite service (�MSS�) bands.3  For a third time in this proceeding, the Petitioners have

asked for a protracted extension of almost two months to provide information that should have

                                                
1 47 C.F.R. § 1.45(b).

2 See Request for Extension of Time of AT&T Wireless (Mar. 7, 2002); Request for Extension of Time of CTIA
(Mar. 7, 2002).

3 See FCC Public Notice, Commission Staff Invites Technical Comment on the Certain Proposals to Permit
Flexibility in the Delivery of Communications by Mobile Satellite Service Providers in the 2 GHz Band, the L-Band,
and the 1.6/2.4 GHz Band, DA 02-554 (Mar. 6, 2002).
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been submitted in the formal pleading cycle, which has now closed.  The requested extension of

time is longer than the time allotted for initial comments in this proceeding.

The Commission�s often-repeated policy is that extensions of time are not routinely

granted.4  The Petitioners have had multiple opportunities to supply the record with the

information requested by the Commission staff.  They have failed utterly to demonstrate that the

requested additional time would allow them to offer any greater amount of relevant information

at this late hour in the proceeding.  Both Petitioners have been active participants in this

proceeding and have commented on the Ancillary Terrestrial Component (�ATC�) proposal

since at least June 2001.5  Despite this active participation, their filings to date show that they do

not have any more technical information to add to the record.

Since the filing of ICO�s request for ATC authority over a year ago, ICO has submitted

extensive technical analysis and data regarding the feasibility of band sharing between satellite

and terrestrial (both ATC and independent terrestrial services) operations in the 2 GHz MSS

band.  Although both Petitioners have filed ex parte submissions as well as comments and reply

comments responding to the ATC proposal for almost a year now, they have failed to offer any

evidence of their own in response to the technical information provided by ICO.  The Petitioners�

filings to date make clear that they are seeking a wholesale reallocation of MSS spectrum for

their own terrestrial use only and have no interest in sharing spectrum with satellite operations,

which is the focus of the Public Notice.

                                                
4 47 C.F.R. § 1.46(a); see e.g., Reallocation of the 216-220 MHz, 1390-1395 MHz, 1427-1429 MHz, 1429-1432
MHz, 1432-1435 MHz, 1670-1675 MHz, and 2385-2390 MHz Government Transfer Bands, DA 02-483, ¶ 3 (WTB
rel. Feb. 28, 2002) (denying request to extend deadline for filing comments).
5 See Ex Parte Letter from Dustun Ashton, CTIA, to Magalie Roman Salas, Secretary, FCC, IB Docket No. 99-81
(June 11, 2001); Ex Parte Letter from Douglas Brandon, AT&T Wireless, et al., to Michael K. Powell, Chairman,
FCC, IB Docket No. 99-81 (June 13, 2001).
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The Public Notice does not raise any new or unexpected questions that AT&T Wireless

and CTIA could not have previously addressed through their comments, reply comments, and ex

parte filings in response to the ATC NPRM and could not address by the March 15 deadline.6

Although the Public Notice is intended to afford parties a limited opportunity to focus on specific

technical issues and supplement the record, the Commission clearly did not intend it to be an

opportunity to start afresh and begin compiling information that should have been submitted

months ago.

Grant of an extension will adversely affect ICO and other 2 GHz MSS operators seeking

ATC authority.  Prompt Commission action on the ATC proposal is critical to ICO�s business

plan, and any additional regulatory delay could jeopardize ICO�s ability to access capital funding

and complete construction of its system.  Accordingly, ICO urges the Commission to deny the

Petitioners� requests for extension of time and act expeditiously in this proceeding to provide

regulatory certainty.

March 12, 2002

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Lawrence H. Williams
                                                            
Lawrence H. Williams
Suzanne Hutchings
ICO GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS

(HOLDINGS) LTD.
1730 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W.
Suite 1000
Washington, D.C.  20036

                                                
6 See Flexibility for Delivery of Communications by Mobile Satellite Service Providers in the 2 GHz Band, the L-
Band, and the 1.6/2.4 GHz Band, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 16 FCC Rcd 15532 (2001) (�ATC NPRM�).
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