
Roanoke County Public Schools
5937 Cove Road
Roanoke, VA  24019

April 12, 2001

Chairman Michael K. Powell
Attn: Office of the Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: ET Docket No. 00-258

Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing today to express our deep concern over the future of the
Instructional Television Fixed Service (ITFS) spectrum.  As you know, the
ITFS spectrum has been targeted as a possible location for the development of
3rd Generation Cellular Service.  I urge you to avoid relocation.  As the FCC
clearly noted in the Final Report released on March 30, 2001, the ITFS system is
a constantly evolving system that could only be moved at the significant expense
of the incumbent users.

We are currently exploring various methods of utilizing available technologies
to enhance teaching and learning for students of all ages.  We are installing
distance learning classrooms in all high schools. The use of our ITFS channels
would further facilitate communication of instruction between and among our
schools and other area educational agencies.  We would envision the possibility
of utilizing this medium for communication with homebound students or others who
are unable to participate in traditional instructional models. As we experiment
with methods new to our system, including block scheduling, year-round school,
and various alternative programs, the use of our ITFS channels may prove to be a
very valuable asset.

These channels might also be used to communicate directly with surrounding
school systems and local community colleges.  Public education agencies need to
have rich resources available to support our efforts.  The ITFS channels are one
such asset.

Many uses of this system are evident in the day-to-day operation of our
classrooms.  However, while 3G continues to threatens the future of the ITFS
spectrum, it is in essence threatening quality education for many of
America's children.  I urge that as the Commission searches for a location
for the development of 3G services that it not come at the expense of the
students in our schools.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Linda H. Weber
Superintendent


