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Central Dakota Telecommunications Consortium
Bowdon « Fessenden ¢ Gackle » Jamestown « Medina
Midkota « Pingree-Buchanan e Tappen o Wimbledon-Courtenay

RECEIVED

FEB 16 2001
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., SW FCC MAIL ROOM
Washington, DC 20554

Re: FCC 00-455, ET Docket No. 00-258, -9920 and 9911
February 13, 2001
Dear Chairman Powell:

I am concerned about the future of the ITFS spectrum, which is under assault in the
Commission’s Notice of Proposed Rule Making on 3G spectrum allocations that was released
January 5, 2001. ITFS is an important part of our educational program at Central Dakota
Telecommunications Consortium. Moreover, preservation of the full ITFS band is absolutely
critical if wireless broadband is to become a reality not only for our students but also for our
entire community.

As vou are aware, recent rule changes have opened the ITFS spectrum to the implementation
of wireless two-way video and broadband data services, including high speed Internet access.
The educational power of ITFS has been expanded under the digital two-way rules to provide
advanced learning services, interactive video, and wireless broadband Internet. As distance
learning becomes more robust and interactive, ITFS offers educational institutions throughout
the country an affordable high-speed on-ramp to the broadband Internet for students and adult
learners in the classroom, at home and at work. This goal was recently cited as the first
priority for policymakers by the bipartisan Congressional Web-Based Education Commission.
In addition, fixed wireless broadband promises to bring a competitor to DSL and cable
modem technologies to our community, making broadband access not only more widely
available but also more affordable.

ITFS does not only benefit schools, students and adult learners, however. In addition to the
broad range of community programming currently carried on ITFS spectrum, the recent two-
way order has filled a void where legislation and regulation have failed to produce affordable,
ubiquitous broadband Internet access for Americans. Working in conjunction with wireless
communications companies, ITFS spectrum is being used to bring broadband to underserved
populations in rural, urban and otherwise isolated communities nationwide. ITFS licensees
are therefore serving the educational community as they help the nation and the Commission
to bridge the Digital Divide.

If the Commission reallocates any part of the ITFS spectrum for 3G mobile device services,
the capacity, usefulness, and value of ITFS would be significantly diminished. Even if only
part of the spectrum is taken away, many educational institutions would lose their ITFS
service altogether, while others would face new equipment costs, service disruption and

No. ot Copies rec'd_ ( 2

ListABCDE
P.O. Box 299 « Carrington, North Dakota 58421 « Phone (701) 6748201




cutbacks, lower quality of service and signal interference. In either scenario, the ITFS
community would be incapable of supporting advanced wireless services and promoting the
development of broadband services to the educational community and to underserved
communities nationwide.

If the ITFS spectrum is compromised in any way, these public benefits will be lost. We at the

Central Dakota Telecommunications Consortium hope that you will support us in maintaining
the integrity of our spectrum and in keeping this trempfe s pdkational resource alive and

strong.
FEB 16 2001
FCC MAIL BC ..,

Sincerely,

P AT, /% C/&gm

i

ot
Kathy McCracken, Coordinator
Central Dakota Telecommunications Consortium

Enclosure



NOOY TIviN 994
1002 9 T 934

uogrony] Jo ] 4,
UoTI2 ] UURIU]

WNLLAOSNOO
SNOLLVOINNIWINOODH T
VIOMNVA TVILNAD

1218-+29 (104) xed
1028-v29 (102) euoyd
12v8S QN 'uoibunsed
667 Xvg ‘'O'd 1S 46 N 0€9

3142

\i

)

N\

s PV

\ ,}/J//‘//V////

N .,(.A_f‘ oW, Natiaa ey

.
\ \

EOU._uE%@u«Em Je [rewo

JO 1Z18-+.L,9-10L ¥ XE] €l JOeUIPIOO])
3 10¥IUOD OSE UED NOX ‘uoidunre))

u IS oS N 0€9 38 29130 1.0 2§

ye w dois 30 ‘[ (0z8-HL9- 1L IE I01EWPIO0))
LD Y [[E° UVOBEULOUE 3IOW IO

NOLLVINMOAN]
TIOW L) [ NVD AOH

"PIIONLISUOD S 1 J9)Je WRlshS A 1] Luno)
soureg] Sy Wb 02uuodIUr 03 Suuued
os[e a1e 3\ 'sSndurd JOI} UO WOOISSED
ALL ue feasur oy 280D umojsaue(
g Suspom  Lpwsad s DIAD

“UOSME(T O} WOQUES pue
IP{OBL) 0) JUUSLIYS WOIJ BATE UE UF J[qEpEsk
S s ‘udis | ssopIa,  PIqUITIDS
aA1033 0) pemnbar st Juawdinba Eradg vare
aFesoaoo ayp 03 e ap ydnosp Jurwrerdoad
AP N0 puds YIym sINWSUED [eads oy
pay pue passaoond e spudis Fununueadosd
o, (voduure)  Jo  1SOMIINOS S
B1) 20MOL A [(1) DU 3B POAIIII Ik SIS
woy Fuuwedoid jo spuuryd pIquUIEIG

INOAN
HI19VD) SSHTHIA\ SHOI MOH

“swaysks I[qed
et 3919q 10 ‘se pood se g Aenb amnd oy,
‘SEAFE [EINT PUE SUMO) [[BLUS SB {ONS ‘91ATIS
spaoxd j0u op syuedwiod 3|qed [EUORIPEN}
AYM sert W J(qepLAR G AL SOPIA,
"AL Qe SSORIM,, PI[[ED ST IVMAIIS S JWoY
YDBS 1D9UUI0D 0} I JO KW J0J PIRU Ou
s 1P WG “(SALD NAIG PINL] UOISAIPRL,
feuonotmsu]  poed  sasodand  uoneonps
303 sapuanbay JHS jo uvomod v opise
19s OSEE DD L, Fe AP ysnoxp wep pue
‘0aprIA ‘orpne puwisuen 01 JHS Juisn 03 uaad
ouru Iy § (SCNN) 0MAIg UORNMISI(Y
juwodnnyy  PUURPRINY - pIzEopne
s (fowonbay ydy sadns) JHS €8GI
w udy], -poppe sem (fvanbay y@ny enm)
JHO 0667 vl (fouanbay ydiy Lo4) JHA
pafe> sauanbayy Jo pue(| ISEDPEOI] UOISAID)
1 Ao pozpopue (D)D)  UOISSIURULO))
SUOREDIUIRUO)) [WIPd,] o oFe SIL

¢TOH AL HHL SHO LV

SADOTONHDET, TAVAOQUDIN ST LVHA\



-aourIsIp 18313 € 2Aup 0) Fwary
notpim Surureay Suopy| douauadxa oy apdoad
JIqEUD AL 940 PINPIIs SIU2Ad UL

"A.L1 Fursn opqrsea) 3 SORIUTMUIUIOD U
SOOYPRS [EnpIIpUL O} J[CepeaBIn 3 AjjEULOU
plom Jep WA pue SunIow ‘SIUNOD

' ALI W03 3gauaq e J[deIsqo
UB SOWOD3( [9ABX JIOUM UOREDO] JNPOUE Wl
dnoid 3oqoue M 133w 0} PIJU AP sey oym
JuokUE ‘sprom IO U] )P ‘suopeziuedio
‘“tnsnpu ‘sdnoif yomyp ‘ssore(eido) ‘saped)
wowdoasp onwouodd  ‘sayoear  9idoad
ssousnq ‘sosmu ‘sapyByary ‘sdnoid  wmey

dSUNOH TOOHOS
YAIAY WAISAS HHL S NV) OHM

w3)sAs P oM PINIIVVOD
somdwod ® ARy OSE  SWOOISSED Iy
JO IV 'SRy pue sa[qed ‘souoydommu J9yded
‘sopoydosw Juapnis YA B ‘(PEapaso pue
preOqaIYM /preoqoEl] ap Jo 20eid Ur pasn
9 JEY) BIDWED PEIYPIA0 UE PUT SIUSPMIS I
U0 U0 IIYDE) P UO PAsnd0j JUO) SEIIUED
¢ ‘(yotem 01 ISYOEI) AP 30J YOB( UL JYIO
3t PUE YDIEA O SIUSPIYS Y} JOJ JUOY U L)
SUOISIASP) G — T :apnpusr yorya uswdinbs
[EONUIPT  JARY  SWIOOISSED P JO IV

ST 00T
WOOUSSYT) ALLI NV SHOCT IVTIA

woy
1e ayedonred ved Loy os PIqUIRIDSIP sF [eudis
nayp pue 1358 sjdoad ‘wonseam annbas
jusoop asnod 30 wesBoxd e 31 -oyedionred
0} Jooyps Y3 [ed0] I3y 0} aaup Isnw jdoad
J9Y0Ea) PUE JOIDWIISUL Y UIIMIC| UONDIBIRUL
sonubar 9smod o weadoid v j  IseOpeOIq
o & Juunp suonsonb sayuasad weaosd oy
JSE 0) WOOISSLP A L] Y} [[ED O) IINNA MOj|L
Py sIquiny o0g- a8y 3y dwoapia
pasedard fsnonsnd e Susn 3o Guawudinbs
ALI 3no Susn dueape w padel ‘swooIsse
ALl o jo Aue woxy aay Isedpeosq
aq ued swerdorg 'sowoy ,SRWOIS A [AD
o Aporp 1seopecsq O) sn 30§ Iqrssod
n SEW AJdD YA UOHNEIOQE0D N0

"DUINOG AIPUBAI A PUE UG JUEL|] FOUING
puy  Sunayrely Sy ‘sousng By “ATT
ystedg ‘T rewnan) ‘AT Yyouas] Furary fpwey
Bupuareg  Juowdopadq ppyD AT MV
9pNpUT SISSED JIYI() "SISSE WPIID [Enp e
£301ow0g 2 AFojoyphsy ‘Anowoucd ], ‘WpeN
awuy] ‘waqadpy odspop  isjooyds Joquuswr
£q poaradr pue Juds Are SISSEP [OOYPS Yany
snowe,  “SIUIPIYS IO Ay [[B PUE IYOE) AP
TEI1] PUE 39§ UED SIUIPIYS AP PUE “SINS SJOWL
P W SIUDPIYS I JEIY PUE 39S UED INS JWOY
Jlp JT JONNSUI UY SIS EIIAIS UIIMIA]
ospia pue opne Ayenb 3y Ay siwsuen
ey wAsls A Aem-oay € PIYSHQEISI
DIAD D04 9P 4q apise 3os  spuuey
SiII ap pue A3ojouypar dsemosdnu Juisn

dAES LI ST N0

*$[OOYDs JaquIdW
u2aM33q Fupeys arnosas Juiseaou]

-A8ofouydal 01 ss3008
‘Qununuod pue ‘gels qusprys Suplaosy g

‘951
Jooyas 103 saidojouydd) mau Junedusasup  p

‘9014138
pue uoneonpa Aunwwod Juipaol g

‘SUOYEIINUWIWOIAA)
Guisn oo1asasur 3je1s Juiplaos |

el

spmsip
rpquaw w sSunsyjo wnnopind Junueyuy  f

:Aq ‘sroquiaw
sp 0} poddns puE INAIIS VOISIAI[A} JANIBIAUI
opiaoad 0) poumoy SeM WIIIOSUOD  SIYT,

STVOD SO.LAD TV LVHA\

‘uopmog] Je yuswdmbo
ALL 70§ posu oy Juneunuyp PAEPIOSUOD
S[OOYDS UDPUDSS,] pue wopaog LG66T Ul
430[0uyd9) 3AEMOIRU FWINS SJOOYDS JFWIW
0} suoREsUNWWONP) Ipracid o1 ‘voiduue)
3o (AICD) UVOISIASPT, VIONE(] [BRUY) pim
Apwol Sunpom st DIAD MWAWRAFY MO
wuof & paudis sjootps ABuaPnoy) /UopsiquI A
pue waddey, ‘weueyong /93m |
Gy 2wy » OWEPW ‘vonng PRYWIID
‘projung)  WIONPHAl  BUIPI]y  ‘umolsawre(
I9)0aNG /3pPED)  ‘UdpUAssy,{  ‘vopmog
voym ‘c61 ‘0 Am[ wo uedaq Aperggo
WNIPOSUY))  SUOHENUMUWONPR],  BIOYe(]
Enuy) ap Suuueld Jo sLah [B39A3S PV

¢O.L.AD ST OHAN



