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August 16, 2000

Magalie Roman Salas

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

TW-B204

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Opposition to Petition for Rulemaking by Satellite Industry Association (SIA),
RM-9911

Dear Ms. Salas:

Central Piedmont Community College (CPCC) has been working for several
years with its 58 constituent institutions in North Carolina to develop an ITFS
infrastructure that would support distance learning educational opportunities for
all citizens regardless of location. Locally, the college is planning to use ITFS
technology to deliver instruction and instructionally related programming to its six
campuses in Charlotte and Mecklenburg County, NC. Thus, the college is
opposed to any effort by other groups to reassign spectrum that has historically
been set aside for educational uses. Among the points supporting our position:

¢ Colleges and universities are just now realizing the potential of its use as
broadband connectivity to the Internet.

e« Community colleges locally and nationally have spent the past five years
resolving mutual exclusivity and other issues related to the licensing process.

» Many community colleges have only recently been issued licenses. It would
be unfair for the Commission to take them back.

e ITFS channels located on the frequency bands proposed in SIA's petition are
an important part of the educational network in North Carolina.

¢ SIA has totally ignored the hundreds of existing licensees and extensive
existing operations on the channels.

¢ ITFS channels are being integrated with commercial channels to form a
broadband wireless network throughout the state.

e Chairman Kennard has said that a three-way "race" is important to avoid
broadband monopolies.

* The FCC has made favorable rulings to help companies deploy DSL and
cable modem services.
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Thank you for bringing CPCC’s opposition to RM-9911 to the attention of the
Federal Communications Commission.

Cordially,

4 ) -

P. Anthohy Z€iss
President




