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Dear Chairman Kennard:

I want to cxpress my conccm that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) appcars
to be moving too quickly with respect to the establishment of Low Power FM radio service (L.PFM).
I am troubled by the Commission’s failure to engagc in sufficient technical analysis to enable it to
fully understand the consequences of its current proposal, particularly with respect to proposed
modifications to FCC interference protection criteria. In addition to the effects the FCC's plan could
have on existing broadcasters, | am also very concerned about the interference that will be received
by the new LPFM stations themselves. and indjcations that community groups receiving [.PF'M
licenses will, in reality, be unable to provide the level of scrvice they have been led to expect.

| am troubled that hasty action on the part of the Commission will result in great
disappointment to LPFM broadcasters. | understand that technical studies have shown that under
the current proposal, new LPFM stations will receive a great deal of interference from existing
broadcasters. This means that these new stations will not be heard throughout their intended service
areas, and licensees who spend what little resources they have to build the necessary facilities for
their stations will be severely harmed and disappointed because they cannot reach the audience they
believed they would be able to scrve.

Moreover, establishing this new LPFM service would create substantial interference to
existing broadcast operations. The interference protections that the Commission has proposed to
climinate have historically been believed to be necessary to preserve the integrity of the FM service.
I am concerned that climinating these protections will result in loss of scrvice to thousands of
listeners, who will then be unable to reccive local news, advertising and weather reports from their
favorite FM station.

Finally, | am conccrned that LPFM will retard the development of In-Band, On-Channel
(IB0OC) digital radio scrvice. The proponents of IBOC digital radio have spent years developing
their systems based on current FCC standards. | fear that any reduction of the second-adjacent
channel spacing restrictions could seriousty harm radio broadcasters in their trunsition to digital
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service.

I urge you and your fellow Commissioners 1o take the lime necessary for the appropriate
stafl to gather and review the technical information in a comprehensive manner.

Thank you for your attention to this important matter, and | hope to hear from you soon.

Sincergly.

i de

ito J. Fossella
Member of Congress




