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\farch 4. 1999 EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

i he Honorable William L. Kennard
Chairman

Federal Communications Conimission
445 12" stree, S.W.

Room 8-B210

Washington, DC 205354

Dear Chairman Kennard:

I am writing in opposition to the creation of a new low power FM radio services as proposed in the
' Commission’s Notice of Proposed Rule Making ("NPRM"), released I'ebruary 3, 1999, Iam a

radio broadcaster on the island of Puerio Rico. Puerto Rico possesses a number of unique faciors
which make it ill-suited to the expansion of the FM band. Puerto Rico. therefore. should be
excluded from whatever rulemaking ihe Commuission underlakes with regardo (o low power FNi
radio.

The island of Puerto Rico is 2 relativety small land area, less than 100 miles long and roughly 35
milcs wide, that is currently saturatcd with AM and FM broadcast stations. Comparcd 10 the
United States, Puerto Rico is made up of a mere 3.427 square miles. less than one tenth of one
percent of the land area of the United States. a land area stighily larger than the Staie of Delaware.
Nonetheless, despife its relatively small size, Puerto Rico has roughlv 120 licenced radio stations
By comparison, Delaware has a were 28 radio stations for an area roughly sitnlar i size.

Puerto Rico has a unique topography. It is a small island with a large mountain range dividing the
isiand from east to west. As a resuli. a disproportionatelv large number of radio siations have been
licensed in Puerto Rico, many of which are licensed to small communities. Currently. all
Communities in Puerlo Kico are weil served by ihe exisiing AN and BV stations.

Another factor which makes Puerto Rico ill-suited to the newlv proposed class of FM stations is
the fact that the istand has been designated by the FCC as a “coordination zone,” designed t¢
protect the Arecibo Radio Astronomy Observatory near Arecibo. Puerto Rico from radio
interference.1 In its Report and Order. the Commission stated that “the Observatory is a unique
‘ scicntific tool. and ...harmful interference o the Obscervatory s operations is a scrious concern,” 2
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As a coordination zone. ail broadcasters on the island are currently required to coordinate license
modifications with the Obscrvatory. Thus, to add the new class of stations to likclihcod of
interterence to the Observatorv. Given the prioritv the Commission has placed on proiecting the
Observatory from interference. it would be inconsistent with the Report and Order to flood the
Puerto Rican airwaves with even more radio stations.

In sutn, such setvice would not benefit the residents of Puerto Rico. where a great number of radio
stations adequately serve the public, and the broadcast spectrum is already crowded. As such,
Puerto Rico would be better served without microradio broadcasting to further clutter the airwaves
and it should be excluded from any rulemaking that the Commission undertakes in this matter.

Respecttully submitted:

uan L. R. Ricart
ircctor WEUC

¢: Hon. Carlos Romero Barceld
P. R. Resident Commissioner in Washington

t Amendment of the Commission’s Rules to Estabiish a Radio Astronomy
Coordination Zone in Puerto Rico, Report and Order, ET Docket No. 96-2, RA{-8165
{ October 135, 1997.
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