
  Dear Commissioners:
  I strongly encourage the Commission to consider expanding the strength of
LPFM's beyond 1,000 watts.  Something closer to 2,500 watts would be much more
practical.
  I recently spent a few days in a town in Montana that would be a perfect
candidate for an LPFM station.  While the population was only around 10,000
people, I noticed as I drove from the end of the area's population to the other
that it stretched further than 8.8 miles.  It was closer to 12-13 miles.
  This is actually very common in rural communities in the West.  They are not
as compact as the more established towns and cities in the Eastern portion of
the U.S.
  With farms, ranches, mobile home parks, or the newer less-expensive housing
developments on the edges of town, the 8.8 mile limit falls far short of the
mark.
  It is important that those living on the edge of the more sprawling, but still
small in population, communities of the West be able to hear community-oriented
stations that are designed to reach them.

Sincerely,

Ron Hoon
4222 East McLellan Road #11
Mesa, AZ  85205


