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Local areas want own FM

Vashon Island and
cpmmunities across U.S.
want low-power stations

DY KALPANA SRINIVASAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON - Vashon Island,
which is about 15 miles long, has
two police cars, one fast-food chain
and depends on a ferry system to
link it to the mainland.

But, insists resident William Mo-
rosoff, the island still has a vibrant’
culture — kept alive by artists, ac-
tivists and local merchants — and
ome that should be represented by
its very own radio station. He wants
the Federal Communications Com-

mission to adopt rules that would °

create thousands of new low-power
FM radio stations across the country.
“The only time I hear the word
Vishon on the radio or TV is if there is
4 gerious ferry problem,” says Morosoff;
ay) aerospace consultant who runs a
bed and breakfast on the igland. “The
island is considered a nonplace.”

"in one of the most active outpourings
dfpublic comment the FCC has seen,
fifpre than 2,500 interested parties
lpve submitted their thoughts on an
agency proposal offered earlier this
year that would enable “micro” radio
bioadcasters to operate with low pow-
gf levels from 1 watt to 1,000 watts, far

less powerful than big-city stations
that can boast 50,000 watts of power.

The FCC stopped licensing low-
powered FM radio stations around
1978 to help solidify regular FM sta-
tions. But FCC Chairman Bill Ken-
nard and others have pushed for the
proposal to help increase the diver-
sity of voices on the airwaves. It could
be months before a decision is made.

The variety of the applicants is as
unusual as the number: a Korean-
language radio station, an Islamic
charity foundation and a suburban
public library all back the idea.

But opponents of the plan also have
formed a strong coalition, from the
industry that makes radios to the Cor-
poratien for Public Broadcasting.

Commiercial broadcasters have:

compiled hundreds of pages of docu-
mentation arguing that low-power
radio stations could degrade service
to listeners. A study commissioned
by the National Association of Broad-
casters surveyed the impact of re-
laxing the buffer zones around ex-
isting stations to make room for new
low-power ones.

Engineers, testing 28 common ra-

dios including car and clock radios, .

determined that low-power radio
could cause significant interference
with existing stations. A study by
the Consumer Electronics Manufac-
turers Association, with support from

'National Public Radio and the Cor-

poration for Public Broadcasting,
reached similar conclusions.

Low-power radio proponents led by
the National Lawyers Guild Com-
mittee on Democratic Communica-
tions commissioned their own study,
which concluded that there is some
leeway in FCC's current interference
rules and that low-power stations will
create less interference than that
caused by some existing licensed sta-
tions.

But broadcasters also argue that
regulators are jumping the gun by in-
troducing low-power stations without
knowing how these stations will im-
pact digital radio, when that service
is intreduced.

“Where is the public interest in
rushing to provide a new class of ra-
dio to serve a few listeners before
knowing how it would affect future
digital service to all listeners?” said
Eddie Fritts, president of NAB.

Nonetheless, the proposal has
piqued the imagination of hundreds
around the country, who believe a
local radio station would serve a
unique community function at a rel-
atively small price, a8 low.as $2,500
for a 1-watt station to $108;000 and
up for a 1,000-watt station. '

Sandra Feinberg, executive direc-
tor of the Middle Country Public Li-
brary in Centereach, N.Y., sees a sta-
tion headquartered at the library as
an innovative way to draw in more of
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he community’s residents, particu-
larly young adults.

“[t’s hard to attract kids to li-
praries,” admits Feinberg. Young
adults would also gain from the
hands-on experience by helping to
fun the station, she said.

By airing storytelling sessions and
speeches by foatured lecturers, the li-
yrary-could extend its reach to home-
pound residents, ghe added.

“There is very little left of Emall
rommunities,” says Feinberg. “I thi
this would just emphasize that role
that we play even more.”

Others see a low-power station not
BS an'enhancement but as a neces-
sity for their areas. o

* On Orcas Island, 1ocal disaster re-

sponse groups say such a station is

needed to keep residents inforred
about serious weather, conditions.

Gary Bennett, district ehief of the
volunteer fire departxﬂeni, reeslls two

know if the ferry they

fer depend on to

get to other ;ﬂands ox,'jhe-mainland ’ i e .En /T tig ASSOCWTED-PRESS
&% out of service, says Bennett. L el . o
«What we need is good Yoed infor- Sandra Fineberg, a library official in Centereach, N.Y., wants a radio st -
mation,” Bennett said. tion to be part of the tibrary-cultural center if the FCC approves.
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