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TO: William E. Kennard, Chairman, FCC
FROM: Michael J. Gerardi, President, WINY
RE: Comments on Low Power FM (FCC Docket #MM99-25)

Dear Chairman Kennard,

On Tucsday, May 4, 1969, my General Maoager Gary Gsbrey and 1 flew to Washington,
N.C. to meet with Keith Larson, Assistant Chief for Engineering - Mass Media Bureau,
to discuss our concerns about the proposed rulemaking for Low Power FM. Also in
attendance were Bruce Romano, Robert Ratcliffe, and Charles Logan from the Mass
Media Bureau. Representatives from Senator Christopher Dodd’s office, Senator Joseph
Lieherman's office and Congressman Sam Gejdenson’s office also joined us.

A3 the coneingion of the meeting, we were advised 10 inform all FCC Commissioners of
CUE CODNCCINS.

WINY 1% in favor of the establishment of Low Power I'M with one caveat.

Dayiime license holders like WINY should have first refusal for eny Low Power FM
license in their community. The purpose would be to enhance the nighttime coverage of
existing daytime broadcasters.

At WINY, we operate at 5,000 watts during daylight hours. At night, we are required to
reduce our power to 79 watts in order to protect other stations. Many daytime stations
operate with even less nightiime power. Our 79-watt signal cannot be taken seriously.
There have been occasions when the skywave interference is so bad that you can see our
tower and not hear our station. We don’t even cover our entire city of license, iet alone
the other 9 towns in Windham County that we serve during the day. At night, WINY
becomes a tiny, hard to hear voice in a world of FM signals.

Our programming is family friendly and community oriented. We feature 18 live local
newscasts each day and recorded local newsbreaks every hour at night for a total of 30
local newscasts per day. We have a two-hour live call-in talk show each weekday. We
broadcast 12 live local sports reports each day as well as high school football, basketbatl,
baseball and soccer games. We broadcast important town meetings and political debates.
QOur morning show features guests from the community every day who promote
fundraisers, spaghetti suppers, youth activities and special events. WINY employees
volurnteer for the Rotary Club, March of Dimes, American Cancer Society, Day Kimball

Hospital, the local community college and much more.
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Consider our position. Here we are serving our community in an exemplary fashion
since 1953. I have been at the station since 1957 and have been the owner since 1989.
We eagerly embraced AM stereo in the early 80°s and broadcast in AM stereo today.
We began broadcasting 24 hours a day when our 79-watt nighttime power was granted.
We have seen Docket 80-90 FM’s flood the market with robust FM signals. And don’t
forget 2 thriving cable-tv systems as well as a good amount of print competition.
Through it all we have maintained our commitment to local programming, resisting the
temptation to fill our airwaves with syndicated shows. And now, Low Power FM looms
on the horizon. Please don’t miss this opportunity to fix an existing problem. Make it
possible for daytime license holders to easily up-grade with a Low Power FM signal.
Daytime stations like WINY are doing what the FCC originally mandated — serving the
community.

With a low power FM license, WINY will do even more. An FM signal would give us
greater nighttine coverage for more local, community programming. We would not
squander a good nighttime signal. Instead, we would use additional night coverage to
expand our community service. If Low Power FM service is approved by the FCC and it
is determined that a frequency is available in our area, we believe that WINY should be
awarded the license. If Low Power FM service is approved, please include much needed
relief for existing daytime license holders.

Senators Dodd and Lieberman and Congressman Gejdensen are well aware of WINY’s
lack of nighttime coverage and they support our efforts to enhance our nighttime signal
with Low Power FM service. WINY is a must-visit location for our congressional
delegation when they are in Windham County. They frequently appear live on our talk
show to discuss constituent’s concerns.

Sincerely,
GERARDI BROADCASTING CORP.
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Michael J. Gerardi ary W/ Osbrey
President/ WINY General Manager




