“-low power radio reply
CommentS\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\WSBNMSWD/\/EAF\\\\\A,\\\/C/-OI/O
PSS e B g g

VY O YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

A I ARAIARIAMRIAATIANRAAL AN _Aaasans
* S b

YYyyyyyR 0’0t

B Ry T s
niry .

N R N e D R R R D R R RN 1 RS S I Y A N S S S C NN
A F ()T @ 1TabTle

I N N N N SN




NAZ T AN

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\A\\\Kf\\\\\\W\ \r\d\D\ \C\u\

T

N 4 O O VU RN
ent .
B T

RS S S SUAN AR IAAAAAARRAAAAANNNNNNNNNNY SN AS AN YT

S ummarynformation
N N NP
yyyy U yYyyyyyyyyyyd  yyyyyy

NN




EENN

RN



N N S S T S N S N N N N N N N R S O U TN
. ° ° . . ° ° ° ° ] . . ° ° °

AN

NN \\\$\\\(y\\\&\\\,\\\"! \\\)\\\*\\\ PO NN

T [T g 4T S T 7T I s s s
) 4 S . b
e KL M N O™ S

\\\V\\\W\\\X\\\Y\\\Z\\\[\\\]\\\yyyy NN ARG \\\b\\\C\\\d\\\}\\\f\\\j\\\..

YyyyyyyK 1 m-nopap byyyPyyypyyIt
TR 00t

BNy s
niry .

TU

—x

EEN

AN A \\\\\\F\\\\\\\\\\\\ ”
A °



1 & @ a €

~



NAZ T AN

y.yyy\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\A\\\Kf\\\\\\W\ \r\d\D\ \C\u\

N N N N S N I 2 U S
°

T

‘e'n’t
AaaRTIRRIIRRRIRIAA oA

2



I\\\\\V\S\u\ N N \r\yxlxn\f\ \r\ N \t\i\ \n\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\(\A,A\\\—\
T N D 5 5 b S ST C e NN s e NN e e ey

YYYYYyyyy  yyyydyyyy
SAT RV

s




EENN

RN



I N N N N N S N N N S R SN
. o . o [ ° ° ° ] . . ° ° ° -
AN

NN \\\$\\\(y\\\&\\\,\\\"! \\\)\\\*\\\ PO NN

S A A A SRR VORI
) 4 S ; %

GYYB D T E T E G S P K L MU N O S G R T

WY Z T g e e e d R U

A

AN

\\\k\\\I\\\m\\\n\“o\\\p“\q“\ yyyyyyyyyyyyyyy \\\y\\\z“\{“\a\“y
yny“\.\\\.“\\ ‘CJ-‘S‘&@¢‘A'8‘“-\F‘0‘0\t‘n‘o‘t‘e‘
Reference " H¥ e "oy,

N2



AR NN A NN AN EENN AN AN ANATT IR
<e (e 10 Ue Ao U-

~

o~



\\\\\\\6/\\N,\\CA\\]A\\V,\\\AA\\/.,\\\—\\b—\\Z—\\BV\\o»;\\ SAN FANTANY s NNANN/NL
n S ° * * yy y

L N T

N T R N T S - TR RO
o b . .

\,\,\\\A\\\\\~\\\\\—\\\\\V\\\\\\\\\p SN AT
* U'



,\—\(



s






ZNTANYT sy SANAANATT LA NN TN AN

e ae s UAANNNNNN NN AN 2 NN AR Y R N i~ 7N ANNAN

vy P e e e pe T U-TTMTT QT

NNes NNN NN £ A AANTANIY AN/ Ay A Ay N N S T N N S PN WPENN
UV f 1 SNSRI E T e e

TR EENN

SANNNNAANN M I NN A AR N A R T R AT S N VAR R DR T D A R A V=N
i S > & - Y i CTE e Y 8 © ®
NETANTY

~ - ~ ~ a A2 ~ P -~ ~ Y

n\\\ n \\\r\\\ e AR NN -E \\\A\\\E\\\C\\\E\\\E\\\E\\\E\\\I\\\I\\\I\\\'I\\\D\\\N\\\O

SANA NN 2NN v A O\

O\\\O‘\\\x\\\Q\\\%0\\\U\\\U\\\U\\\Y\\\bxxxg a a a . ---byy.ya %

A\\~\t\\\—\\\\\v\\\\\| —x\ O

SN AN NN A Ay
17770y,

S

NN \\\—\\\o\\\l‘l\\\z\\\3\\\\l\\\ \\\ﬂ\\\

O
/
;
’

NAN s AINONNI AN YA \\\6\\\,.,\\\ ANNY Z3NNANII A NIY NNl

é e T 6 60
TS e B oY Text Inident

ESNN




\.\.”DA.da,,“\,\ @,\.,,“\. ‘Footer™
R

Eo\/\a.A!’)\\\\&\)@¢\!’&\\\

Page Number 2@ 22"

‘Footnote Text e "Cl8&@CA8 *Footnote
Reference  HF e G0 SN



AR Y NN A AN AN AR AN AN VAYAATTIWA T WO N
<o Ge 1 Ue T Re

~



\\\\\\\6/\\N,\\CA\\]A\\V,\\\AA\\/.,\\\—\\b—\\Z—\\BV\\o»;\\ SAN FANTANY s NNANN/NL
n S ° * * yy y

L N T

N T R N T S - TR RO
o b . .

NN/ ANAATIAIAAATIIATTILANAVANANNNANY AN A A
[ 1]



PRVVNN



PRVEN



PRVEN



ZNTANYT sy

N

Z NN N NCCECUNN
Qe (;o oo
AN \\\D\\\E\\\p\\\x\\\~\\\l\\\ ’! AN A

RSN

T N ST O
I) .




AN S A s 0NN
y 'z P "+






N



N A e e e e e e SR A T e
I\\)).\\EI\\é.\\l:l.\\..\\l.\\('\\).\\-

.\\..\\/.\\E.\\R.\\\.\\|.\\}.\\~.\\~.\\)>.\\é.\\”.\\
.\\A.\\E.\\..\\..\\1.\\2.\\n.\\0.\\ﬂ.\\..\\N.\\—'\\O.\\l.\\7.\\1_.\\1.\\3-\\/_\\0

S *$’would not be based on actual measurements of interference but on
predicted measurements established by Commission rulemaking.” Moreover,
television channel 6 does not operate at such a precise frequency as 87.75 MHz,
for as the Commission has stated, channel 6 is allotted a 6 MHz band between 82-
88 MHz.” Because of this lack of precision, the implication that micro-radio
licensees broadcasting adjacent to television channel 6 operations would not
create interference because of an alleged .05 MHz difference may be illusory.
Moreover, in earlier comments, the same party proposed that channel 6 operations
could be protected from interference by distance requirements. It proposed
requiring that “no 10 watt stations will be allowed on Channel 199 within 200km

of a Channel 6 station (89km for LPTV) and that no 10 watt stations ... on Channel
198 or 200 [be] allowed within 138 km (46km for LPTV) of a Channel 6 station.”
For the same reasons as stated above, APTS is concerned that mere distance
requirements may not sufficiently protect television channel 6 operations from
interference, given that the distance requirements are based on predicted
interference patterns only, and the fact that television channel 6 operations at
82-88 MHz would overlap with micro-radio operations at 87.5-97.9 MHz.

In sum, APTS opposes REC Network’s proposal to expand spectrum for low power
radio by adding a 10 watt micro-radio service at FM channels 198, 199 and 200.

If low power micro-radio were authorized to operate on these channels, APTS
recommends amending sections 74.1205 and 73.525 of the Commission’s rules to
extend the current interference protections applying to FM channels 200-220 to

FM channels 198, 199 and 200 as well.

Protecting the Transition to Digital Broadcasting

Both the Commission and the nation’s public television stations are committed to
the transition to digital television. As part of this commitment, the

Commission has decided that channel 6 is to remain in the core DTV spectrum. It
has stated that “it is important to maintain the availability of channel 6 for
television service,” because “channel 6 has advantageous propagation properties
and has proven very desirable for television operation.” Because of this, the
Commission has concluded that “it would be undesirable to remove channel 6 from
the core spectrum or to impose additional restrictions on the use of this

channel for DTV service after the transition.” However, REC Networks has
cryptically stated in this proceeding that “NTSC Channel 6 stations should not

be permitted to return to their previous allotment after the DTV conversion.”™
Clearly this position conflicts with the Commission’s policy to retain channel 6

for DTV operations.

Moreover, the Commission has repeatedly assured the public that at the end of
the transition, it will reassign all out-of-core DTV broadcasters, including

pending honcommercial applicants, to channels within the DTV core.” In making
such assurances, the Commission stated its confidence that sufficient channels
will be available to provide all out-of-core stations with a new DTV channel.”
Nevertheless, if a core channel, such as television channel 6, is deleted from

the DTV allotments, it will be significantly more difficult for displaced NTSC
licensees to acquire a DTV channels within the core allotment.

Because channel 6 is within the DTV “core” station allotment, APTS opposes the
suggestion that television channel 6 be eliminated from the DTV core allotment

to accommodate the new low power radio service. In particular, APTS is very
concerned that the elimination of a DTV allotment to accommodate low power radio
may imperil the transition to digital television broadcast by reducing the

number of DTV channels available to applicants.



Conclusion

For the foregoing reasons, APTS urges the Commission not to expand the allotted
spectrum for low power radio beyond that proposed in its Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking. Alternatively, if it does expand the allotted spectrum for low

power radio to include FM channels 198, 199 and 200, the Commission should amend
sections 74.1205 and 73.525 of the Commission’s rules to extend the current
interference protections, which apply to FM channels 200-220, to FM channels

198, 199 and 200. Finally, APTS urges the Commission not to reduce the core DTV
allotment or compromise the DTV transition in order to accommodate the low power
radio service.

Respectfully submitted,

Marilyn Mohrman-Gillis

Lonna M. Thompson

Andrew D. Cotlar*

Association of America’s

Public Television Stations

1350 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 200

Washington, D.C. 20036

202-887-1700

September 17, 1999

"~ Currently, the Commission has allotted eight licenses to operate noncommercial
educational stations on NTSC TV channel 6, seven of which are members of APTS.
See 47 C.F.R. 873.606 (1998). An eighth member licensee operates a
noncommercial educational station on Channel 6 but on an unreserved basis and is
not included in the 1998 Table of Allotments.

~In the Matter of Creation of a Low Power Radio Service, Notice of Proposed

Rule Making, MM Docket No. 99-25, FCC 99-6 (released February 3, 1999), 64 Fed
Reg 7577 (February 16, 1999).

~1d., Appendix D. See also 128, n.39; and 131, n.45, citing 47 C.F.R. §73.525.

" 47 C.F.R. §74.1205(a).

" Notice of Proposed Rule Making, supra, Appendix D, n.134.

~ Revised Comments of REC Networks, MM Docket No. 99-25, May 10, 1999.

~ Amendments to Comments from REC Networks, MM Docket No. 99-25, July 16, 1999.
" Notice of Proposed Rule Making, supra, 1139-40.

" In the Matter of Advanced Television Systems and Their Impact upon the

Existing Television Broadcast Service, Second Memorandum Opinion and Order on
Reconsideration of the Fifth and Sixth Report and Orders, MM Docket 87-268, FCC
98-315 (adopted November 24, 1998, released December 18, 1998), 154, n.65. See
also 47 C.F.R. §73.603 (Oct. 1, 1998).

" Revised Comments of REC Networks, MM Docket No. 99-25, May 10, 1999, §34.

" In the Matter of Advanced Television Systems and Their Impact upon the
Existing Television Broadcast Service, Second Memorandum Opinion and Order on



Reconsideration of the Fifth and Sixth Report and Orders, MM Docket 87-268, FCC
98-315 (adopted November 24, 1998, released December 18, 1998), 57.

~ld.

Amendment to Comments from REC Networks, MM Docket No. 99-25, July 16, 1999.
" In the Matter of Advanced Television Systems and Their Impact upon the
Existing Television Broadcast Service, Second Memorandum Opinion and Order on
Reconsideration of the Fifth and Sixth Report and Orders, MM Docket 87-268, FCC
98-315 (adopted November 24, 1998, released December 18, 1998), 22.

~ld.
* District of Columbia Bar membership pending.
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‘Kathi ‘Bowie OP

‘REPLY COMMENTS OF THE ASSOCTATION 'OF
AMERITCAS PUBLIC TELEVISITON STATIONS

The Ao cration of Americas Public
TeTeVision ‘Stations (+APTS:) hereby

ssub'mits reply ‘comments in the ‘above
captioned proceeding.  APTS Ts a
‘nonprofit organization whose members
‘comprise nearly all 'of the ‘'nationes 358
‘nNoncomm’ercial "eddu cational ‘television
stations. APTS Trepresents public
television ‘stations i'n Tegislative ‘and
‘policy 'matters ‘before th'e Commission,
‘Congres’s, ‘and ‘th'e 'Executive Branch. '
APTS i's concerned that the proposed Tow

‘power radio ‘service, may ‘cause

interference with 'TV '"Channel 6
‘operations ‘and ‘may ‘impede ‘the
transition of ‘'noncomm'ercial ‘television
statiion's ‘to ‘digital ‘television

NN NN N NN NN NN

‘broadcasting.

‘Ch'an'nel "6 ‘I'nterference

Inthe above ‘captioned proceeding, the
‘Commission proposed establishing two
‘eTas'se’s ‘oFf Tow ‘power radio Ticensees,
one operating at a maximum of ‘1°.000
‘'wa'tts,” the ‘other ‘operating at 'a maximum
0 100 watts . Its also sought comment
o'n the possTh ity of ‘e'stablishing ‘a
CRITd eTas's of radio Iicensees

operating ‘at a maximum of 10 'watts'.
o' protect the integrity of ‘NTSC TV

‘Channel 6 operations™  from possible
nterference From the ‘proposed Tow
power radio service, thie ‘Commission ha's
‘proposed inits ‘Notice of Proposed
RuTemaking, ™ that Tow power FM ‘station's

operating in ‘the reserved band
(Channels 2012207 o'r ‘o'n ‘Channel *2'5'3" ‘b'e’

required te provide protection to
‘n'elarby TV 'Channel 6 stations.”™ 'I'n
particuTar, the ‘Commission proposed

usiing th'e TV 'Channel 6 's'pacing
reguirements Tisted in the FM

translator rules™ for ‘stations i'n ‘the

re'served ‘band. ‘For stations ‘operating

‘o'n""Ch'an'ne’l 253 'i'n" "Zone 'I',” Tow power
radio ‘stations ‘'would 'be ‘spaced ‘at Teast
16 kilTometers from 'TV Channel 6

‘station’s, ‘and ‘those in""Zone I'l'would 'be
s'placed "at Teast 20 kiTometers from ‘such
station's. ™ This would ‘apply to Tow

NN N N NN NN N NN N NN N N N N N N N N N N N N NN N N N N NN

power radio Ticensees ‘operating with "a
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‘maximum output of 1,000 watts ‘and 100

‘watts'.

At TTe’a’s’t on'et commenter itnTthis
proceeding, REC Networks, has proposed
‘allTocating Tadditional ‘sspectrum for Tow
‘power ‘'micro radio ‘stations on ‘'Channels
"1'9°8'Beinformation ‘technologies

pbsBellcore”Ed L'ongoesValued ‘Gateway
'2°0°0°0" Customer
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‘D, 199 "a'n'd "2°0°0° (875 ‘through 87.9 ' MHZY

With ‘& ‘maximum output of ‘150 watts. ™
‘"T'h'e’'s’e 'micro-radio ‘operations ‘at 87.5-

879 'MH'Z 'wo'ul'd overlap ‘'with television
‘Ch'an'nel '6 ‘operations ‘at 82-88 MHZz. 'REC
‘Network's 'suggested that Channel 6
operations could be protected ) < R'M-
92°472

N

‘RE'PLY COMMENTS 'OF THE 'ASSOCTATION 'OF
"AAME'RTC'AS 'PUBLTC TELEVISTON STATIONS
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‘T'h'e” "A's’'s’ociifation of 'AmeTricaes PubTic
Television ‘Stations (¢APTS) hereby
sSub'mits reply ‘comments in ‘the ‘above
captioned proceeding.  APTS Vs a

nonprofit organization 'whose members
‘comprise nearly "all 'of the ‘'nationes 358
‘nNoncommercial ‘educational ‘television
stations.  APTS Trepresents public
television ‘stations 'i'n Tegislative ‘and
‘policy 'matters ‘before th'e Commission,
‘Congres’s, ‘and ‘th'e 'Executive Branch.’
APTS i's concerned that the proposed Tow

‘power radio ‘service, may ‘cause

interference with 'TV '"Channel 6
operations and ‘may impede the
transition of noncommercial ‘television
statiion's ‘to ‘digital ‘television

NN Nghin NN

‘broadcasting.

‘Ch'an'n'el "6 ‘I'nterference

Inthe above ‘captioned proceeding, the'
‘Commissiion proposed establishing two
‘cTas'se’s ‘oFf Tow ‘power radio Ticensees,
ome operating at a maximum of ‘1,000
‘'wa'tts,” the ‘other ‘operating at 'a maximum
0 100 watts . Its also sought comment
o'n the plossTh ity of ‘e'stablishing ‘a
CRITd elas's of radio Iicensees

operating at a maximum of 10 watts.

To' protect the integrity of ‘NTSC TV
‘Channel 6 operations™  from possible
nterference From the ‘proposed Tow
power radio service, the Commission has
‘proposed inits ‘Notice of Proposed
RuTemaking, ™ that Tow power FM ‘station's
‘operating in ‘the reserved band
(Channels 2012207 o'r ‘o'n ‘Chan'nel *2'5'3" ‘b'e’
required to provide protection to'

‘nelarby TV 'Channel 6 stations.”™ 'I'n
particuTar, the ‘Commission proposed
‘wsing th'e' TV Channel 6 ‘spacing
reguirements Tisted in the FM tranfrom

‘mterferenyce by ‘distance requirements.



IVRNN ‘H‘o‘w‘e‘v‘e‘r\,‘ APTS i's' concerned ‘that the
N se'd

cerne

"1°0" 'wa't't celilin'g’ fa'n'd ‘th'e” propo

‘distta'n’ce’ re'quirements ‘'may not
s'ufficiently protect television Channel
6" operations from interference.  "The
s'ulggested ‘distance requirements ‘aslator
TUTes ™ For ‘stations i'n the reserved
‘b’a’n’d.” " For stations ‘operating on
‘Chan'nel 253 'in""Zone I, Tow ‘power radio
stations ‘'would 'be 'spaced at Teast 16
KiTo'meters from TV 'Channel 6 station’s,
‘a'n'd thos’'e” i'n" "'Zone I'"''would 'be s’paced at
Tea’s'e 20 kiTometers from ‘such
stations.” T This 'would ‘apply to Tow

power radio Ticensees ‘operating with "a
maximum ouwtpwt of ‘1,000 watts or ‘100

‘watts'.

At TTeta’s’t on'et commenter itnTthis
proceeding, REC Networks, has proposed
‘allTocating Tadditional ‘sspectrum for Tow

‘power ‘'micro radio ‘stations on ‘Channels
'1°9°8°,"°1'9°9" "a’'n'd "2°0°0" ('8'7".5 ‘through '97.°9
'M'HZ) 'with’'a> 'maximum ‘output of "1°0
‘watts.” T 'T'h'e’'s’e ‘micro-radio ‘operation’s
At 875070 MHZ would overlap with

television 'Channel 6 operations "at 82'-
‘88 MHZ. REC Networks suggested that
‘Ch'an'nel '6 ‘operations could ‘be protected
From' inferference by distance
reguirements . S However. APTS i's
concerned that ‘the "10 ‘watt ceiling ‘an'd
fhe proposed distance requirements may
‘not sufficiently protect television
‘Ch'an'nel '6 ‘operations from interference.
The suggested distance requirements
are based on predicted only on
Frterference patterns for a new and
‘unknown ‘s‘ervice. 'Moreover, it s
Fundamentally unfair to place the
Burden upon” exTsting teTevision
Tice'n's’e’e’s” to ‘detect ‘interference ‘and
‘a's’slist inTcorrecting problem’s ‘causere
based on predicred onTy interference
patrerns For & mew and wnknown service.
"Moreover, it i's fundamentally ‘'unfair

‘to place the practical  burden upon
existin'g television Ticensees to detect
‘mterference ‘and "as'sistin ‘correcting
probTems caused by a mew ‘service.  In
sum, CAPTS opposes REC Networkess
‘proposal To expand speectrum For Tow

power radio by ‘adding a 10 watt micro-
radio service at FM ‘Channels 198, '1'9°0°
‘a'n'd "2°0°0°.

‘Protecting ‘the 'Transition to 'Digital
Broadcasting



‘Both the ‘Commission and the mationss p'd
by "a’ ‘new ‘service.  I'n"'s'um’, APTS opposes

'R'E'C’'N'etworkes ‘proposal to expand
s pectrum for Tow power radio by adding

a '1'0"'watt micro-radio ‘service at ‘FM
‘Channels ‘198" "1'9°9" a'n'd" 200" ~
‘Protecting ‘the ‘Transition to ‘Digital
‘Broadcasting

Both the ‘Commission and ‘the nationss
‘pubTic television stations "are
‘committed to the transition to ‘digital
‘televisiion. ""A's’ ‘part of ‘this

commitmen’t, ‘th'e 'Commission ‘has ‘decided
Phat Channel 6 I's to remain in ‘the core

DTV ‘s’pectrum’. " 'I't "h'a’s’ 's‘tated ‘that «it
s important to ‘maintain the

availability 'of 'Channel 6 for

‘tele'vision ‘service,» because «Channel 6
‘h'a’s’ 'a'dviantageous propagation propertie’s
‘a'n'd "h'a’s’ proven very ‘desirable for
television ‘operation.s" "Because of

tThii's’,” ‘th'e 'Commii's'siion "h’a’s” ‘concluded ‘that
it 'woul'd b’e‘undesirable to ‘remove
‘Ch'ain'nel "6 from ‘th'e ‘core 'spectrum ‘or to
i'mpose additional restriction’s ‘on the

RN I T U N NN SUNEILNIEN NN N NN N

‘use of thi's ‘’chan'n'el for DTV ‘service
‘after the ‘transition."  'However, REC
‘Networks has cryptically stated in this
‘proceeding that *NTSC ‘Channel’ 6

station’s 'ssh'ou'l'd 'n'o't 'b’e permitted ‘to
return to thelir previous fallotment

afrer the DTV ‘conversion =™ ‘Clearly
thi's” posiition ‘conflicts ‘'with the
Commissionss policy to retain Channel 6
For DTV operations.
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‘Moreover, th'e Commission ‘has ‘assured
‘th'e’ ‘publi'c that "a’'t ‘th'e”‘end of ‘the
o R W e R N

transsiition, reassign all ‘out-of-

‘core DTV ‘b‘r‘o‘a‘d‘c‘axs‘t‘e‘r‘s‘,‘ ‘i‘n‘c‘l‘u‘d‘i‘n‘g‘
‘p‘e‘n‘d‘i‘n‘g‘ ‘noncommercial ‘a‘p\pxl‘i‘c‘a‘n‘t‘s\,‘ ‘o
channels wWithin the DTV core.™ I'nm

‘making such assurances, The ‘Commission
‘stated Vi'ts confidence ‘that sufficient

‘chan'n'e’l's 'wWi'l'l' ' b'e "available to provide
all out-of-core ‘stations ‘with 'a new DTV
Chan el ™ Nevertheless, i'f a ‘core
chanmel, ‘such a's' ‘television ‘Channel 6 °
s deleted from ‘the DTV allotments. it
‘Wil "b'e” ‘si'g'n’ificantly 'more ‘difficult
fordisplaced NTSC Ticensees to acquire
DTV chan'nel's 'with'i'n th'e ‘core ‘allotment.
Whie Felevision stations are commitred
‘to' th'e ‘tramsition to ‘digital

feTevision. CA's part of this

commitment, th'e ' Commission ‘has ‘decided

t'h'a’t "Ch'an'ne’l 6 'i's” to remain in the ‘core



DTV ‘s’pectrum’. " 'I't "h’a’s’ 's‘tate'd ‘that «it

s important to ‘maintain the

a'vailability "of 'Channel "6 for

‘tele'vision ‘service’,» because «Channel 6
‘h'a’s’ 'a'dviantageous propagation propertie’s
‘a'n'd "h'a’s’ proven very desirable for
television ‘operation.s" "Because of

tThii's’,” ‘th'e 'Commii's'siion 'h'a’s” ‘concluded ‘that
it 'woul'd b’e‘undesirable to ‘remove
‘Ch'ain'nel "6 from ‘th'e ‘core 'spectrum ‘or to
'mpose additional restriction’s ‘on the

RN I T S NN NN SUNEILNIEN NN N NN NN

‘use of thii's ‘’cchan'n'e’l for ' DTV ‘service
‘after the ‘transition." 'However, REC
‘Network's 'h'a’s” ‘cryptically 'stated in" ‘this
‘proceeding that *NTSC ‘Channwel ' 6
station’s 'ssh'ou’l'd 'n'o't 'b’e permitted to
return to thelir previous fallotment

afrer the DTV ‘conversion =™ ‘Clearly
thi's posiition ‘conflicts 'with the
‘Commissioness policy ‘to retain Channvel 6
for ' DTV ‘operations. =

‘Moreover, th'e ' Comm’ission ‘has ‘assured
‘th'e’ ‘publi'c’ that "a’'t ‘th'e‘e'nd "of ‘the
tran'sition’, it 'will re’as’s’i'gn "a’ll 'o'ut-of-
‘core DTV broadcasters. itncluding
pending wencommercial applicants, to
Channels wWithin ‘the DTV core .~ In
‘making sueh assurances, The ‘Commission
‘stated Ni'ts ‘confidence ‘that sufficient
‘chan'n'e’l's 'wWi'l'l' ' b'e "available to provide
ATl out-of-core ‘stations ‘with 'a new DTV
Chan el ™ Nevertheless, i'f a ‘core
chanmel, ‘such ‘a's' ‘television ‘Channel 6 °
s deleted from ‘the DTV allotments. it
‘WITTT "b'e” ‘si'g'n’ificantly 'more ‘difficult

for displaced NTSC Ticensees to acquire
DTV ch'an'nel's 'with'i'n th'e ‘core ‘allotment.
Inconclusion, APTS opposes the'
‘Suggestion that ‘television Channel 6 be
elriminated From the DTV core allotment

o accommodate ‘the 'new Tow ‘power radio
gervice. I particular, APTS T's very'
concerned that the elimination of a DTV
alfotment to accommodate Tow power
radio may Tmperil the transition ‘o'
‘ditgital ‘television ‘broadcast by

reducing the number of DTV channels
‘avaiTable to applicants.

‘Conclusion

‘For the Foregoing reasons, APTS urge's
‘the ‘Commission mot to expand the
proposed spectrum For Tow power micre
radio use.  APTS urge's the ‘Commission

EENIEN ENIENEN

not ‘to
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re’duce th'e core DTV allotment ‘or

‘compromise ‘the DTV ‘transition iin order
o accommodate ‘the Tow ‘power radio

N N N RN

service.
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‘Re'spectfully 'submitted,

N N ~ N N N N_NONININ NN N

‘Marily'n "M oh'rman’-
‘GUlIi's’

< . R . N Vice President,
Policy and ‘Le'gal Affairs
) : h ) ) h ‘L'o'n'n'a” M. "Th'om'p's'on

‘Director, Legal
Affatirs’

. . . . Amdrew D Cotlar
S staff ATroTRey

. . . . . . Association o f
ATTeTi e, S

N N ~ NN AN NN NN

Pub’lic TeTlevision

‘Station’s

: : : : : ) '1'3'5°0° ‘'C'onnecticut
Avenue, NUW

. . . R . . Suite 200

. . . . . . ‘Washington, D C
'2°0°0°'3'6"

. . . . . 2028871 7°0°0"

N

Se’ptember 17, 1999



""CE'RTIFICATE 'OF SERVICE

R Ty nthia R rackson hereby’

e rLIfy that ‘a* ‘copy of ‘the' Fore'going
"Reply 'Comments 'of 'A's'sociation ‘of
‘A'merica’s ‘PubTlic ‘Television Stations'e
‘h’a’s” ‘b'e’e'n” ‘'m'a’iTed thi's"'1'7th ‘day of
‘September, 1'9°9°9, by ‘Un’ited 'States first-
‘clas's 'mail, postage prepaid, to the
following:

‘Ri'c’h’a’rd’-"M’i'c’h’e’l'T'e” 'E'y're’

‘R'E'C” 'Network's

PO Box "2°4°0'8

‘T'empe’, 'Arizona  "'85280-2408

.

.

N \___T___\____\____\___T_____\_CTT\\ N N R WY JRENSIRNIEN
ynthia R. ‘Jackson

Currently, the 'Commisin ‘conclusion,

A'PT'S 'opposes the 'suggestion that

‘te’l'e'vision "Channel 6 be eliminated from
the DTV core allotment to accommodate

‘the’ ‘ne'w Tow ‘power radio service.  In'
‘particular, 'APTS i's 'very concerned that
The e limination of ‘a DTV ‘allotment ‘to
gecommodate Tow power radio may Tmperit
‘th'e’ transition to digital television
broadcast by reducing the number of DTV

‘chan'nel's ‘available to ‘applicants.

‘Conclusion

‘For the Foregoing reasons, APTS urge's
‘the ‘Commission mot to expand the
proposed spectrum For Tow power micre
radio use.  APTS urge's the ‘Commission

not ‘to
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re’duce th'e core DTV allotment ‘or

‘compromise ‘the DTV ‘transition iin order
o accommodate ‘the Tow ‘power radio

N N N RN

service.
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‘Re'spectfully 'submitted,

R < S S R < < MariTy'n ‘Mohrman-
‘GUTli's”

) : h ) ) h A ‘L'o'n'n'a” M. "Th'omp's'on
R . < < R . < Andrew D Cot e

< . < < R . < Association of
America st

. . < < . . < PuUblic ‘Television
‘Station’s

) ) h ) ) ) h 1’3’50 Connecticut
Avenue NUWS

. . < R R . < < Suite 2°0°0°

. . < < R . < ‘Washington, D C.
2°0°0°3'6°

R . < < R . 20288 71700

N

Se’ptember 17,1999

TClurre ntly’, th'e 'Commii's’'s'sion ‘h'a's
aTlotred ‘eight Ticense's to operate

‘nNoncommercial ‘educational stations on
'N'T'S']C TV 'Channe’l 6, 's'even of ‘wh'i'ch "are’
‘'members of APTS. 'See 47 C.F.R.'873.606
(1°9°9'8Y) . AN e ghth APTS ‘member Ticensee
‘operates ‘a noncommercial ‘educational
‘s'tatiion ‘on "Channel 6 but on ‘an
‘unreserved ‘basis.

P Ehe Matter of ‘Creation of ‘a Low
Power Radio Service, Notice of Proposed
RuTe ‘Making, MM Docket No. 99-25 " FCC
‘996 (released February '3, 1'99°9) 64"

‘Fe'd Re'g 7577 (February 16, ‘19997

P AP e ndix DL Sl also 128, 39
and R, N 45 et 47 CUF R
'§'7°3.°52°5°

AT CUFUR 8741205 (a) s
S ONOtice of Proposed Rule ‘Making,
Supra, Appendix D, n. 134

S UReVised ‘Co'mmen'ts  of "R'E'C Ne'two'rk's, MM
‘Do'ck’et ‘N0 '9'9-'2'5" ) ‘M‘a‘y‘ 1°0°,'1°9'9°'9".

~ReVised Comments of REC Networks, ‘MM
‘Doc’ke’t 'N'0."'9°9-i'o'n” "h’'a’s” "a’l'lo’tte'd ‘e’i'gh't
Ti'c’e'n's’'e’s” to ‘operate noncommercial
‘e'ducational stations on 'NTSC TV Channel

6, s'e’'ven of 'whiich "are 'members of APTS.



'S'e’'e” 47 CUFURLET73.606 (71°99'8) . AN
elilg’h'th "A'P'T'S 'memb’er licensee ‘operates ‘a
‘nNon‘comm’ercial ‘educational station ‘on
‘Ch'a'n'n'el 6 b'ut 'on""an unreserved basis.
P Ehe Matter of ‘Creation of a Low
‘P'owe’r 'Radio ‘Service, Notice of Proposed
‘R'ul'e 'Making, MM 'Docket No. '99-25,FCC
'9'9°-°6" (rele’a's’e’d 'February '3, '1999), 64
‘Fe'd Re'g 7577 (February 16, ‘19997

I, CAppe'ndix DL T S’ee "a'l's’o” '72°8°, 'n39
And TS, A it 47 CUF R

'§'7°3°.52°5°°

AT CUFUR 8 74,1205 (Ca) s

" 'Notice of Proposed Rule Making,

SupTra, Appendix D, n. 13

T Revis'e'd 'Comments of 'REC Network's,” MM
‘Docke’t 'N'0."'99-2'5"" "May 10,1999

Revis'e'd ‘'Comments of 'REC Network's,” MM
‘Docket 'No. ' 99-2%ana BeckmanneSridhar
Tyengarsudson French. Jr. e rohn
‘Goodpastureejennifer johnsonsThoma's
Crockett
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‘S'h'e'via Farkase*Marilyn Mohrman-Gillis
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‘N'a'n'c'y Davies
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‘Rafael 'Prohia's



‘L'e’e” ' W.'Sh'ub'ert
Ci'n'dy ‘L'ToydeBenjamin Lambiotte”Dinah
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‘Ni'ck 'Swe'zey
‘Brad Butler



‘A'melia ‘Brown MLJ



Tracy BrysonePre-installed User Tim

‘Joe Cotellese*Reveal Tech

‘Supportepreinstalled ‘users«Preferred

‘Customere«UC ‘Santa Barbara“Carol Park
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‘'Steve BresseJames L. Oyster”Jim

‘Oyster”Legal Tempe*Salem ‘Communications

‘Corp.*Randall " S. 'Steck



‘Denii's’e Renirie

‘He'nry 'S'olomon’



‘Douglas ‘Dearie
‘B'en"‘L'ambiiotte CLAW
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'R'andy ‘Steck

Joh'n PeTkey’



‘MelTodie Virtue

Terri 'Eaton™Diane
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Bruce 0n'g



Tracy ‘Bryson
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'S'h'e'via FarkasVAndrew"s 7300:Desktop
‘Folder:regulation:Tow power radio:Tow

‘power radio reply ‘comments



‘'S'h'e'via Farkas=Andrew"s 7300:Temporary

I'te'm's’AutoRecovery save of Tow power
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Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554
In the Matter of ) MM Docket No. 99-25
)
Creation of a Low ) RM-9208
Power Radio Service ) RM-9242
)

REPLY COMMENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA’S PUBLIC TELEVISION STATIONS

The Association of America’s Public Television Stations (“APTS”) hereby submits
reply comments in the above captioned proceeding. APTS is a nonprofit
organization whose members comprise nearly all of the nation’s 358 noncommercial
educational television stations. APTS represents public television stations in
legislative and policy matters before the Commission, Congress, and the

Executive Branch, as well as engaging in planning and research activities on
behalf of its members. APTS is concerned that proposed the low power radio
service, as put forward by several proponents in Comments filed in the above
proceeding, may cause interference with TV channel 6 operations and may impede
the transition of noncommercial television stations to digital television

broadcasting.

Channel 6 Interference

In the above captioned proceeding, the Commission has proposed establishing two
classes of low power radio licensees, one operating at a maximum of 1,000 watts,
the other operating at a maximum of 100 watts. Its also has sought comment on
the possibility of establishing a third class of radio licensees operating at a
maximum of 10 watts.

To protect the integrity of NTSC TV channel 6 operations™ from possible
interference produced by the proposed low power radio service, the Commission
has proposed in its Notice of Proposed Rulemaking,” that low power FM stations
operating in the reserved band (channels 201-220) or on channel 253 be required
to provide protection to nearby TV channel 6 stations.” In particular, the
Commission proposed using the TV channel 6 spacing requirements listed in the FM
translator rules” for stations in the reserved band. For stations operating on
channel 253 in Zone I, low power radio stations were to be spaced at least 16
kilometers from TV channel 6 stations, and those in Zone Il would be spaced at
lease 20 kilometers from such stations.” This would apply to low power radio
licensees operating with a maximum output of 1,000 watts and 100 watts.



However, REC Networks has proposed allocating additional spectrum for low power
“micro”radio on channels 198, 199 and 200 (87.5 through 97.9 MHz) with a maximum
output of 10 watts.” To protect television channel 6 operations, it recommends

that stations operating below 88 MHz be limited to 10 watts and be secondary to
NTSC-TV, DTV and incumbent LPTV stations on channel 6 which operate at 87.75
MHz.” Thus, it is proposed that channel 199 of the low power radio service be
allotted to 87.7, and that channel 6 operations at 87.75 would be preserved from
interference by a 10 watt ceiling.

APTS is concerned that the 10 watt ceiling may not afford channel 6 television
operations sufficient protection from interference. This problem may be

particularly acute, because the interference criteria 5°," ‘M'a’y” "1°0°,

'1°9°9'9°," 834"

PR the Matter of Advanced ‘Television

Sy'stems and Their Tmpact wpon the

EXisti'n'g ‘Television ‘Broadcast Service,

'S'e’cond ‘Memorandum ‘Opinion and ‘Order ‘on
‘Recon’sideration of ‘th'e Fifth "and 'Sixth
‘Reportand Orders, MM 'Docket 87-268,

FCC 98315 (adopted November 24" 1°9'9'8",
rele’a'sed December 18,°1998), 157.

P
TCA'men'd'me’nt toT Comment's from "R'EC
‘Network's’,” MM ‘Docket 'No."'9°9-25"July 16,
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P ERe Matter of Advanced Television
‘Sy'stems and Their I'mpact upon the
‘EXisti'n'g ‘Television ‘Broadcast Service,
‘'S'e’cond ‘Memorandum ‘Opinion ‘and ‘Order ‘on
Reconsideration of the Eifth and Sixth
Report and Orders, MM Docket ‘87-268,
FCC 908-315 (adopted November 24 1998,
released December 18, '1'9°98), 22 "

P
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Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of ) MM Docket No. 99-25
)

Creation of a Low ) RM-9208

Power Radio Service ) RM-9242
)

REPLY COMMENTS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA’S PUBLIC TELEVISION STATIONS

The Association of America’s Public Television Stations (“APTS”) hereby submits
reply comments in the above captioned proceeding. APTS is a nonprofit
organization whose members comprise nearly all of the nation’s 358 noncommercial
educational television stations. APTS represents public television stations in
legislative and policy matters before the Commission, Congress, and the

Executive Branch, as well as engaging in planning and research activities on
behalf of its members. APTS is concerned that proposed the low power radio
service, as put forward by several proponents in Comments filed in the above
proceeding, may cause interference with TV channel 6 operations and may impede
the transition of noncommercial television stations to digital television

broadcasting.

Channel 6 Interference

In the above captioned proceeding, the Commission has proposed establishing two
classes of low power radio licensees, one operating at a maximum of 1,000 watts,
the other operating at a maximum of 100 watts. Its also has sought comment on
the possibility of establishing a third class of radio licensees operating at a
maximum of 10 watts.

To protect the integrity of NTSC TV channel 6 operations™ from possible
interference produced by the proposed low power radio service, the Commission
has proposed in its Notice of Proposed Rulemaking,” that low power FM stations
operating in the reserved band (channels 201-220) or on channel 253 be required
to provide protection to nearby TV channel 6 stations.” In particular, the
Commission proposed using the TV channel 6 spacing requirements listed in the FM
translator rules” for stations in the reserved band. For stations operating on



channel 253 in Zone I, low power radio stations were to be spaced at least 16
kilometers from TV channel 6 stations, and those in Zone Il would be spaced at
lease 20 kilometers from such stations.” This would apply to low power radio
licensees operating with a maximum output of 1,000 watts and 100 watts.

However, REC Networks has proposed allocating additional spectrum for low power
“micro”radio on channels 198, 199 and 200 (87.5 through 97.9 MHz) with a maximum
output of 10 watts.” To protect television channel 6 operations, it recommends

that stations operating below 88 MHz be limited to 10 watts and be secondary to
NTSC-TV, DTV and incumbent LPTV stations on channel 6 which operate at 87.75
MHz.” Thus, it is proposed that channel 199 of the low power radio service be
allotted to 87.7, and that channel 6 operations at 87.75 would be preserved from
interference by a 10 watt ceiling.

APTS is concerned that the 10 watt ceiling may not afford channel 6 television
operations sufficient protection from interference. This problem may be

particularly acute, because the interference criteria A'G'E™ ™ "¢'1e"
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