
Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of ) MM Docket No. 99-25
        )

Creation of a Low ) RM-9208
Power Radio Service ) RM-9242

REPLY COMMENTS OF INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING NETWORK

International Broadcasting Network (IBN) hereby submits its reply comments in
response to the Commission=s Notice of Proposed Rule Making in the above-captioned
proceeding.

I.
Along with hundreds of other parties, IBN has previously filed comments in

support of the Commission=s proposal to create a low power radio service.  The public
response was overwhelmingly in support of the proposal.  As was expected, however, the
National Association of Broadcasters (NAB) led a major campaign to defeat the proposal.
 Although the opposition utilized a study designed to convince the Commission that
unacceptable interference would result from the establishment of low power radio
stations, the real purpose for the opposition was to restrain competition.  The study was
just a pretext to justify NAB=s long-standing anti-competitive stance.  It was entirely
unpersuasive, and it should be dismissed as a mere ruse lacking any substantive merit.

II.
The concentration of ownership and control that is presently taking place in

broadcasting is unprecedented and alarming.  Two large group owners, AMFM Inc. and
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Chancellor Media Corporation, together account for almost 1,000 radio stations across
the nation.  In Houston, the city in which IBN is headquartered, those two entities have a
combined total of 16 stations.  That kind of monopolistic control is highly detrimental to
freedom of expression and diversity, which are of utmost importance in a democratic
society.  It is imperative that new voices be allowed to arise and that they be enabled to
thrive as serious competitors in the marketplace.  Low power radio is the means by which
that highly important objective can be realized.

III.



It is exceedingly important that the new low power radio service provide
opportunity for the growth of viable regional and national networks which can compete
on a level playing field with the major broadcasting groups.  The low power radio service
can be an ideal opportunity for low power television licensees who have seen their hard
work of the past two decades, and their dreams and hopes for the future, crippled and
destroyed through misguided regulatory initiatives sponsored by NAB.  Those who
eventually may be granted permits and licenses for low power radio stations should not
be precluded from also owning full power radio and television stations in the future.  If
those who presently own other media interests are to be disqualified from applying for
authority to construct low power radio stations, such disqualification should be limited to
those who hold interests in full power radio or television stations as of a certain date,
such as September 1, 1999, and to those who hold interests in cable systems or
newspapers of general circulation.  No public interest would be served by preventing low
power radio broadcasters to grow and expand through entry into full power broadcasting.
 Such growth should be facilitated in the interest of competition and diversity.
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IV.
In accordance with the foregoing, IBN respectfully reiterates its strong support for

the establishment of a viable low power radio service and urges that the Commission
move forward expeditiously to accomplish that very important objective.

Respectfully submitted,

INTERNATIONAL BROADCASTING NETWORK

By its President

Paul J. Broyles
5206 FM 1960 West, Suite 105

Post Office Box 691111
Houston, Texas 77269-1111

Telephone 281-774-9922
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