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Hello!

Enclosed are my comments on the proposed low power FM rule making. I have enclosed nine
copies and an original. The extra copies are for each commissioner. Have a pleasant day

Sincerely,

e

Robert K. Norton, Jr.
KZIA, Inc.
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My name is Robert K. Norton, Jr., and I am an owner/operator of the class C1 stand alone FM
station in Cedar Rapids, lowa, KZIA. T have been involved in the ownership and management of
KZIA for five years. Prior to and during that time I was also involved in the ownership and
management of KRNA, Towa City, which we put on the air in 1974.1 would classify our company
as a “Mom and Pop” operation, with fifteen employees all of whom reside in our community. I am

STRONGLY against FCC docket No. 99-25, RM-9208 and 9242 for the following reasons.

1.) JACOR AND CAPSTAR. With the specter of (then know as) JACOR and CAPSTAR
corporate giants taking over most of the radio properties in our market, we felt it prudent to sell
both our stations, although reluctantly, to CAPSTAR in 1997. The Department of Justice blocked
the purchase of both of our properties, allowing us to sell only one (KRNA) to CAPSTAR. Thjs

leaves us the only “stand alone” commercial FM in the market, and one of only three locally

owned radio stations in Cedar Rapids.

The addition of more stations to this market on the low end puts us in a precarious position. Big
business on the upper end with their big budgets, and low end stations on the other. It seems very

unfair that this station would get hit from both ends. About the time we get good at competing




with the big corporations, we get nailed from the lower end.

2.) OTHER AUDIO SERVICES: In addition to competing with other radio stations, the future
holds heavy competition coming from sources like direct satellite broadcasting and the Internet.
Just how much new competition can this station endure? The addition of more local low power
FM would fractionalize what is already going to be a fractionalized competitive environment with

the satellite and Internet service to begin with. And this doesn’t even include the audio-only

channel potential of HDTV.

3.) TECHNICAL. Prior to FCC docket 80-90 of the 1980's, both KZIA and KRNA (regional
class C stations) easily reached the Minnesota border to the north. Now with drop- ins in
surrounding markets, the stations have a hard time getting to Waterloo, Iowa, some sixty miles to
the south of the Minnesota border. Last night in my kitchen (well with in the 3.16 mv/m city grade
contours of KZIA), a country station in Missouri was coming in loud and clear on my table radio
on the KZIA frequency of 102.9 MHz. With the addition of more stations in this already crowded
environment, and the elimination of adjacent channel intetference protections, the coverage of
these so called “regional stations™ is going to be severely downgraded. I have witnessed this first
hand. This is NOT theoretical. The coverage in the rural areas will all but be extinct. The addition
of the low power stations will cause the existing regional stations to have coverage not much
better than that of the proposed low power stations, creating a whole mess of weak ineffective
media. AND, with the loss of the regional coverage of the existing class of regional stations, it is
my opinion these rural areas affected will not be getting too many of these “low powered”

stations to compensate.




4.) DAB. I am not an expert in this arena, however anything that nterferes with the ability of this
station to go to “In Band On Channel Digital Audio Broadcasting™ is not good. Again without

DAB we will not be able to compete.

In conclusion, I think my strongest point is what the creation of a low powered radio service
would do to the regional coverage of regional Class C and B FM stations. With more stations,
and less protection on the adjacent frequencies, the regional status wiil be all but lost, rendering
these stations as city of license facilities only. The low powered stations are really only viable in
metropolitan areas. The viability of a low powered station in a rural area is nil. It doesn’t make
sense to jeopardize all this rural coverage the country now has to gain a few stations in the

metropolitan areas.
I love the business, and would like to stay in it along time. All T ask of you is a level playing field.

Sinc:e ely, . )
/Zéﬁ Vot et a

Robert K. Norton, Jr.

Executive Vice President KZIA, Inc
Operations Manager KZIA

Chief Engineer KZI1A




