DOCKET FILE copy ORIGINAL

Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

in the Matter of MM Docket No. 99-25

)
)
)
Creation of a Low ) RM-2208
Power Radio Service ) RM-9242
)
)
)
e\\leo Comments of
eC- KEN MISCH, PROGRAM DIRECTOR
w %@ WDKB FM RADIO
3\3\,‘?-» b DEKALB, ILLINOIS

At fi(&&ance, the Commission's proposal seems harmless. But, after careful
consideration, low power radio service appears to be muddled, confused and
'knee-jerk," at best. Low power radio service isn't just a slap, it's a bullet shot

straight through the heart of our industry.

WDKB services Dekalb County in lllinois. Like thousands of small market radio
stations across the country, we go above and beyond to include the voices you

consider to be "unheard." From the United Way, Big Brothers & Big Sisters, the
YMCA and Salvation Army, to local churches, schools and dozens of other

organizations in our broadcast area. We get the word out and we do it very well.

I've been told that low power radio service is needed because of consolidation.
Who and what created consolidation in the first place? Why, it was the FCC and

Docket 80-90. The seed of Docket 80-90 grew into the monster known as the
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Telecomm Act of 1996. Now, the Commission wishes to build another "perfect

beast," in order to take care of the first problem. When will it end?

Thanks to lack of resources, the Commission can't regulate the current radio
spectrum. Pirate radio is alive, well and continuing to interfere with legal radio
stations. How will the Commission control thousands of new low power signais
when they can't bring pirates to justice? The answer is, the Commission won't.
Interference will reach new heights and legitimate radio will pay the ultimate

price with dwindling listenership and declining revenues.

Please, for the sake of our communities and our industry, | urge the Commission

to reconsider it's position on low power radio service.




