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In the Matter of: )
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)

To: THE COWM SSI ON

COVMENTS OF THE NEW JERSEY BROADCASTERS ASSCOCI ATl ON

The New Jersey Broadcasters Association, a non-profit
associ ation representing substantially all of the radio and
tel evi si on broadcast stations in the State of New Jersey, hereby
submits its comments in opposition to the Conm ssion’s proposal
to adopt a new | ow power classification of FMradi o service.

The New Jersey Broadcasters Association submts that it
woul d be a major disservice to the listening public to nove
forward on any of the proposals offered for | ow powered FM In
the crowded northeast region of the country including New Jersey,
existing radio stations are continually subject to interference
under the allocation schene now existing. There is no question
that additional interference to FMreception will be caused by
t he adoption of the Comm ssion’s | ow power FM schene. The New
Jersey Broadcasters Association submts that any anount of new

interference to radio listening is against the public interest.



Further, in recent years the Conm ssion has been downsi zi ng
and trying to nake do with | ess governnent resources in carrying
out its core functions. In sone respects, the Conmssion is
havi ng budget and personnel difficulties in carrying out the
prograns it presently has in place. Several years ago the
Comm ssi on asked the Broadcast Executive Directors Association on
a state-by-state basis to adm nister an alternate inspection
programto hel p the FCC obtain broadcast station conpliance with
its rules. The program has been successful. But with the FCC
having to rely nore and nore on broadcasters and broadcaster
associations to help the agency out wwth its enforcenent func-
tions, it is unthinkable that the FCC wi shes to add the regul a-
tion of thousands of new radio stations to its responsibilities.
Unfortunately, the Comm ssion nost likely will not be able to
regul ate these new stations and the result will be chaos on the
FM band just as now exists on the Ctizens Band radi o band.

Many years ago the Conm ssion opened up the AMradi o band to
i ncreased nunbers of radio stations. The result was substan-
tially increased interference and the di m ni shed enjoynent of AM
radio listening by the public. Recently, the Conmm ssion has
attenpted to renmedy this interference by opening up the AM
expanded band and noving stations off of the AM standard band.
The Comm ssion shoul d not make the sane m stake with the FM band

that it nmade with the AM band. | ncreased i nterference does not
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serve the public and is not in the public interest. Low power FM
radi o as proposed by the Comm ssion shoul d not be adopted.

If the Comm ssion truly believes that it is in the public
interest to increase the nunber of voices in a marketplace by
awar di ng hundreds or thousands of new | ow power station broadcast
station authorizations, the Comm ssion should consider the
al l ocation of new spectrumfor the new | ow power service. This
woul d acconplish the Comm ssion’s goal of increasing the nunber
of broadcast voices, and would not have the harnful effect of
causing interference to existing broadcasters.
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