
As a former station manager for WCCR radio at Purdue University, a
radio station which could not garner the funding to get back on the air, I
can say Low Power FM stations are a necessity. WCCR has a history of being a
pirate radio station. From 1935 until the present, it has been penalized for
being a public-run facility. Lacking the funding for expensive equipment,
professional engineers, and a legal staff to work with getting an FCC
license, WCCR has spent much of it's time off the air.

Many students at Purdue University wanted to participate in a public radio
effort, delivering unpopular news and non-commercial music to the public. We
were unable to do that and thus were forced to create a near-pirate radio
station with a series of .9 watt broadcast stations positioned throughout
the Cary Quadrangle residence hall. This allowed only a small audience
(range of 500 feet through the concrete walls of the residence hall) and did
not encourage others to volunteer time to broadcast on the radio station.

In small communities, such as Brookston, there is no local source of news
and entertainment. A low power FM station could be run by the local
businesses at low cost and yet still provide information about local events
and non-commercial music programming.

The airwaves are a public resource, and yet the public has no method for
gaining access to the airwaves. I've spent  an overwhelming amount of time
attempting to get prime radio time for public announcements at local radio
stations. It is just not possible without offering to buy advertising time.
This is unacceptable. Let's give the public reasonable access to the
airwaves.


