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We are writing io commend the Commission for taking aciion on an issue M v /(ﬂ/{/%

of greet importance to us — improving access to our airwavces for our

focal communities. Y¥e have become increasingly concerned about the M devh
wrowing concenitaiion of the media in our couniry snd sre pletsed that 7,

the Comnission ic taking action to incrcasc opportunitics for local N M
eoranunifies io use olr radio airwaves,

e of the fundamental tenets of our democracy is to ensure that °
diverss inieresis have opporivnies 10 express theinselves ai m W
gifferent levels, and that they are not locked out in a monopolistic,

glohalized tashion. It is as fundamental as free speach. Radio is

perhaps the most gualified of any media outlet 10 provide cofnmunity

aceess. M is a relatively inexpensive medium fo produce and is 7
well suiled to cover community issues and local music. Untortunately,

indav's radio is the most concenfraied and formuiaic medinm in the

couniry. Providing licenses 1o low power M radio sialions would
creite now opportunitics for local voices to be heard in their 7
COMIMURRICS. 7 ?

Aliowing low power FM radio stations on the air would empower local
brosdousicns o seive theit cormmuniiies with & vatiely oi now voices
and scrvices. Low power radio stations would be able to address
specific groups — including minorify groups, the religious communify,
ahud linguistic minoritics - and provide a forum for acbatc about
important local issues. These kinde of stations would strengthen
cornrmuniy identiy in urban neighborhoods, nral iowns ang oiher
cotarmurdtics which arc curmently too small to win much attcntion from
"meinetream,” ratings-driven media.

Further thoy would provide an outlet for the diverse, local voices and
musicizns thet are presently priced ot of the market. 't hese stations
woilld also provide advertising options for local businesses and
increased employment opportunities in these communities.

‘ihe sirong inierest in independent radio siations shows thai the
crestion of low powert 1adio service would have wide suppoti. The No. of Copies rec'd ! S
iremendous public demand for microradio is demonsiraied by the List ABCDE

proliferation of ilopal radio siations, whose aperaiars broadeast af
the risk of finoncial losses and, in some cases, imprisonment.
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Agiain, we appiaud the Commission's willignness o address this issue.
We arc hopelul that the creation of @ new class of low powcr FM radic
service will soon become a reality. We look forward to working with

vou on eking the sifwaves more accessible 1o owr local communiies.

Gincerely, % \




