
As an ardent supporter of the potential power of media existing
along the so-called "electronic frontier" (normally taken to mean only
the Internet), and as an owner of a cybercafe here in Portland, Oregon,
I write to you to encourage adoption of regulations which support and/or
encourage Low Power Radio Service. Most of the arguments against such
Service, no matter their appearance, are in essence the arguments of
those detemrined to protect their commercial interests and advantages.
But what we are talking about here, when we debate Low Power Radio
Service, is community and not commerce. Much comment is made suggesting
that the Internet will empower individuals and groups the world over to
make their voices heard, and to connect with neighbors and compatriots
far and wide. But the simple fact is that nearly everyone has a radio,
or access to one. The same cannot be said of computers. Therefore,
regardless of the potential power of computer-mediated communications
such as the Internet, we must not abandon one of the original electronic
frontiers -- radio -- to purely large-scale commercial interests. In an
era when people are clamoring for a return to community, and liveable
neighborhoods, and connections to one another, Low Power Radio Service
could truly revolutionize the radio medium, and allow the heretofore
voiceless a real chance to be heard -- both by their own communities and
beyond.
Most sincerely,
Christopher D. Frankonis
President, Millennium Cafe Inc.


