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THE ALLIANCE is a new Populist movement --- not a political party ---
setting forth to end the domination of our economy, our government, our
culture, our media and the environment by large corporations.

Free Enterprise: for LPFM Broadcast Service as Proposed By The FCC,in
Docket MM 99-25.Congressman Billy Tauzin and Ed Fritz of the NAB and The
Radio Conglomerates Oppose LPFM Service Thus Denying,The American People
To Have A Right To Free Enterprise,Contrary To the Big Money Changers
Billy Tauzin,And Ed Fritz Of The NAB and the Radio Conglomerates

Personal liberty includes the right to enter the free market of economic
activity LPFM Broadcast Service, As Proposed By The FCC Docket MM
99-25-and the free market of ideas. You have the right to participate in
the free market and speak your mind freely. You have no guarantee of
success in free enterprise, but you have the right to defend yourself
against anyone who tries to limit or extinguish your right to free
enterprise, Such as Congressman Billy Tauzin Of Louisianna and Ed Fritz
of the NAB . Free enterprise built this country. Let's keep building.

WE AIM TO PROMOTE true democracy in our country and help achieve a just
society with a sustainable, equitable economy. We work together with
other organizations, both here and abroad, who share these goals.

WE ARE PEOPLE from every walk of life who have come together from across
the country, listened to each other, and united to end corporate rule.
We are committed to true democracy, with focus for the voice and will of
the people; to social and economic justice for all people; and to the
building of alternative democratic, human-sized economic systems.

WE PURSUE THESE GOALS with respect for the dignity of all people and, in
a nonviolent way, seek linkages with similar groups to form a new
people's movement, both in the United States and around the world.

Why another organization?

PIECEMEAL REFORM isn't enough anymore. The corporate system will not
permit us to win anything fundamental by politics as usual. We see our



unique role as seeking the deep systemic change we'll need to win our
independence from corporate rule and replace it with true democracy.

How did the Alliance begin?

IN AUGUST 1995, The Nation published Ronnie Dugger's "A Call to
Citizens: Will Real Populists Please Stand Up." Over 6000 people have
responded, 2500 have joined, and more than 55 local Alliances have
formed nationwide. In late 1996 delegates from 30 states convened in
Texas hill country and the Alliance for Democracy was founded.

The Populists of the 1880s arose in those same Texas hills to challenge
banks and corporate trusts for control of the national wealth and
spirit. Uniting farm and factory workers for the first time, they set up
cooperatives, educated each other, published newspapers and books, and
fielded 20,000 speakers to show the way to cooperation, self-respect,
and hope.

Yes, but those first populists . . .

THEY COMBATTED racism and anti-Semitism more effectively than any social
movement before the Civil Rights movement of the 1960s, as demonstrated
by historian C. Vann Woodward. Even so, a number of Populists shared the
prejudices of that time. We, 21st century Populists, are committed to
the equal importance of every person, no matter the person's race,
religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, politics, or nation of
origin.

What is the situation now?

MAJOR CORPORATIONS dominate our lives, our government, our work, our
health care and our food supply. Media conglomerates control the course
and set the limits of public discussion, commercialize and debase our
national consciousness, and manipulate mainstream public opinion.

EVERYWHERE THE NATURAL WORLD is threatened. Yet people worldwide are
exhorted to consume more and buy more in the name of "progress" so big
corporations can get bigger.

* The combined assets of 358 billionaires equal the combined assets of
almost half the world's population.

* The courts have given corporations the basic Constitutional rights of
persons, but workers lose those rights on entering the workplace.

* The new World Trade Organization effectively gives corporations veto
power over our U.S. environmental and labor laws, weakening our right to
protect ourselves and our land by our legislation.

* Of the world's 100 largest economies, 50 are now global corporations.

* The corporate share of taxes paid has fallen from 33 percent in the
1940s to 15 percent today. Individuals' share of taxes has risen from 44
to 73 percent.



* The richest 1 percent of Americans own 40 percent of U.S. assets.

How does the Alliance work?

IN LOCAL chapters, our basic operating units, members are educating each
other, studying the corporate system and corporate power in their
communities, acting against local corporate abuses, and making
inventories of local alternative economic and media resources. Our
Annual Convention elects a Council of 25, which oversees the
organization and our national office. The chapters are self-governing in
accordance with agreements between them and the national organization.

OK, how about action?

MEMBERS AND DELEGATES to the 1997 convention, held in Atchison, Kansas,
chose eight national campaigns for action, five of which focus on the
underpinnings of corporate rule. One of these seeks to strip
corporations of their "rights" as persons by reversing through
constitutional amendment the 1886 Santa Clara Supreme Court decision
which conferred on corporations this "personhood." A second aims at
developing model financial legislation to define, charter and control
corporations to make them subordinate to the people. A third recognizes
the importance of a broad, long-term educational campaign on the nature
of corporate rule.

A particularly urgent campaign is aimed at stopping the Multilateral
Agreement on Investments (MAI), a bid for economic governance of the
world as a single market by transnational corporations. The MAI
threatens workers, families, communities and the environment and would
severely undercut our democratic governing process. This campaign
promotoes an alternative vision and multilateral treaty for sustainable,
equitable development and trade.

Further actions include: a call to support a moratorium on further
conversion of our health care system into for-profit managed care
corporate businesses; establishing an international clearinghouse and
database on the alternative economy; a major effort to build membership;
and campaign finance reform. As Canadian organizer against corporate
domination, Tony Clark, reminded the Kansas convention delegates, "It
doesn't matter whom you elect if the tools of corporate power remain in
place."

What do Alliance members believe?

WE COME FROM all across the political spectrum, so our beliefs vary. But
most of us feel that no task is more important than taking back our
democracy from the unelected mega-corporations that, step by stealthy
step, have stolen it from us..

WE UNDERSTAND the size of this task. But we are serious in our demand
for systemic change. All the changes we need and want we cannot have
unless We, the People, take back our power, this time for all of us.

If we don't, we will not have health care for everyone, or elections not
bought by the corporations and the wealthy, or a just tax system.



We will not have clean food and water, a healthy natural environment, or
safe cities and towns. We will not have good education for our children,
equal treatment for all people, full employment, or an adequate safety
net for our poor, weak, and elderly.
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