Andrew Christ
110 W. Nelson St.
Midland, MI 48640

Dear Commissioners:

My name is Andrew Christ, and T write to you regarding the proposal to redefine your rules and
regulations for low-power frequency modulation radio broadcasts. I am interested in starting a low-
power FM station myself, here in mid-Michigan (Midland, Bay City and Saginaw), in order to promote
arts and artists. Our area, built up around the logging industry, is currently struggling with issues of
paving farmland for commercial and housing interests. The people living and working in the city of
Saginaw (population between 60,000 and 65,000) are more and more moving to townships that border
the city. In the 1970s, a Federal Building was built in downtown Saginaw; it has already been razed
due to disuse and poor maintenance. Other buildings have been razed more recently in the same area,
including even a church more than 100 years old. Housing has been destroyed rather than renovated
in the northeast area of Saginaw - in the 1960s and again in the 1990s - and so far only promises of
new construction have been offered.

In Midland, a public-access TV station has proven itself to be a real asset to the community.
For the last two years at least, Midland Community TV has averaged 150 active volunteers in any one-
month period. In 1997, the station saw for the first time more than 1000 productions in one year.
The station is genuinely accessible - available until 10 p.m. and on Saturday afternoons.

However, the success is not complete. The population of Midland is slightly over 35,000, and
MCTV reaches about 14,000 homes. Moreover, some of those 35,000 people will never pay for cable
TV (which is the only way to get MCTV) due to their low or moderate incomes. The same trouble
recurs in Bay City and Saginaw. Of course, people of low and moderate incomes may listen to a radio
broadcast when a cable TV signal is not available to them.

T encourage you to consider doing with FM radio what you've done already with cable TV:
require the owners to pay right-of-way privileges to the government seat in the geographic area of
their broadcast. These so-called ‘franchise fees' would then be earmarked for the construction
and/or operation of a public-access radio station.

As for digital radio, its ascendance will not drive FM radio to extinction. My concern is that
owners of digital radio will buy FM bandwidths with the sole purpose of making them unavailable to
competitors. I believe, if the FCC wants to make low-power FM available to new programmers and to
communities, public-access radio with bandwidth dedicated for that purpose is the way to go. In
advance, thanks for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Andrew Christ



