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Mercer County Community College (MCCC), 1200 Old Trenton Road,
Trenton, New Jersey 08690, is the licensee of Non-commercial
Educational FM stations WWFM(FM), WWNJ(FM) and Translator
Stations W226AA, W300AD, W300AC, W289AA, W230AA, W209AR,
W245AC, W206AG, W224AU. These stations make up the “Classical
Network”.

The Classical Network is the only 24 hour source of classical music in
New Jersey. The coverage extends throughout New Jersey and Eastern
Pennsylvania including the City of Philadelphia.

Since New Jersey is located between two of the largest radio markets
(New York & Philadelphia), it is impossible to construct additional full
service educational stations. Making the matter even more difficult is the
fact that Philadelphia supports a TV channel 6. Educational Stations
must protect the Grade B contour of a channel 6 TV station.

Essentially, the only way an educational station in our area can increase
it’s coverage is to employ the use of FM Translator stations. Albeit this
isn’t the best way to deliver a radio signal, in many cases it is the only
way. MCCC'’s Translator network consists of a mix of frequencies, some
in the educational portion of the FM band and some in the commercial
portion of the band. This is due primarily to the existence of a TV

channel six in the area.
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While we are not against the establishment of Low Power FM Stations,
we feel that the potential for excessive interference is high. In addition,
we believe that the establishment of LPFM will put the existing
Translator service in jeopardy. Our listeners and members rely on our
service, a service that has existed for many years.

We propose that the Commission grant existing Translators “Primary
Status”, thus offering them protection from future LPFM’s. Or, where
possible, existing translator stations should be allowed to upgrade to the
proposed LPFM status, thus providing them with primary status
protection.

Translators have always been considered a secondary service, always on
the edge of being bumped by a new full service station. We believe the
LPFM service is a secondary service also. It fills a gap just as translators
do. If LPFMis given primary status, Translators should be given the
same status. Both services should be equally protected.

Mercer County Community College’s radio network is funded in part by
grants from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB). As a CPB
Member Station, our mandate is to provide quality programming to
unserved areas. MCCC has and continues to do this.

We urge the Commission to consider the impact LPFM will have on
existing Translator stations and to ensure that they will be protected
from interference and the possibility of being “bumped off” frequency by
a new LPFM station.

Respectfully submitted,
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Walt S. Gradzki
General Manager &
Chief Engineer,

The Classical Network




