
To Whom it concerns:
The proposition 99-25 is elemental to radio broadcasting. Since 1978,
radio broadcasting has been in the grips of corporations and people
with more money than the average American has. Since then, radio
stations have become less and less a voice for any people and more and
more simply a soundstage for advertisements and diluted music. Who, in
a corporate setting, would allow a music or talk program that challenged
the corporation, or what they stand for, or even what their partners
stood for? That would be a bad corporate move. So, for the last 21
years, radio has recieved no injections of vital truth, no riotous
thoughts, and no seriously challenging music. Yes, hits are played,
somewhat edgy "shock jockeys" are prominent, but true, challenging,
inspiring and innovative radio has ceased. The reason is clear--the
risk is too great. There could be a large population that doesn't
recieve the program well. So, what has happened? Radio has become more
and more tailored to a general audience.
So, instead of a Hmong radio station, or an Hispanic one, or even
an African American one, we have a generic voice addressing the middle
of the road, in terms of population. Nowhere, in most major cities, is
there truly challenging and charging music.
I work at a radio station at a small liberal arts college, Gustavus
Adolphus, in St. Peter, MN. We have a weak, closed circuit signal, that
doesn't even reach all the dorms. To upgrade to a better signal would
run well into the tens of thousands of dollars, probably higher.
But, if this proposition passed, we could upgrade for much less money
and become what we're meant to be--a voice for students, by students.
With the passing of this bill, radio could be reinvented as a realm
of possibilies, where a new, innovative voice could have a chance
of being heard without attaching a logo to itself.
Please pass this legislation. It is a wise, and healthy move.
One last thing as well. I live in the twin cities. In that area, three
corporations own 16 radio stations. There are prbably 20 radio stations
in existence in the area. 2 of them are National Public Radio.
That leaves 2 stations. I view this statistic as significant and
sorrowful. Please, please pass this bill. It will hel everyone and
usher a vitality back into radio broadcasting that has been sorely
missed for too long. Thank you for your time,
Weston Cutter


