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November 18, 1998

FDERAL COMMMCATIONS Comissiy, 7 2
GFRCE OF THe SECRETARY <
The Honorable John F. Kerry ;.:‘. | };
421 Russell Senate Office Building -
Washington DC 20510 2

Re: RM 9208,&242, 9246 Petitions for [egalizing [.ow-Power Broadcasting
Dear Senator Kerry:

[ am writing to ask you to support the above-mentioned petitions. which advocate the reintroduction
of low-power, non-commercial community broadcasting licenses.

[ was a member of Radio Free Allston, a low-power community radio station that operated from
March through October 1997. Our goal was to establish and promote a radio outlet controlled and
directed by the community in which it was situated. Current FCC regulations made it impossible for
us to secure a license, and although we did have the unanimous support of the Boston City Council
and were enthusiastically received by the community, Radio Free Allston was shut down by the FCC.

Many philosophies can be found in the so-called “Pirate” radio environment. Many of us are not anti-
regulation. but are pro-fair regulation. The airwaves are controlled more and more by fewer and
fewer corporations and the voices of individual communities are being drowned out by the generic
voice of the conglomerates.

While such things as cable access and the Internet do provide for a measure of community access and
democratic control of certain media, radio is the most democratic of media (I have yet to hear of
Cable-Free Europe).

| feel fortunate that I am from Massachusetts, as we enjoy fair and intelligent representation. Please
help support fair and democratic control of the media. Thank you.

Sincerely,

o Lt

Joy Campbell

43 Kingston St., #1
Somerville, MA 02144
Joy(@sneaker.net

Copy:  William Kennard, Federal Communications Commission
Susan Ness, Federal Communications Commission
Harold Furchott-Roth, Federal Communications Commission
Michael Powell. Federal Communications Commission
Gloria Tristani, Federal Communications Commission
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November 18, 1998 EDERAL COMMUNICATICHS COMMSSIA
OFFCE OF THE SECRETMY

The Honorable Edward M. Kennedy
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Re: RM 9208, 9242, 9246 Petitions for Legalizing Low-Power Broadcasting
Dear Senator Kennedy:

I am writing to ask you to support the above-mentioned petitions. which advocate the reintroduction
of low-power, non-commercial community broadcasting licenses.

I was a member of Radio Free Allston, a low-power community radio station that operated from
March through October 1997. Our goal was to establish and promote a radio outlet controlled and
directed by the community in which it was situated. Current FCC regulations made it impossible for
us to secure a license, and although we did have the unanimous support of the Boston City Council
and were enthusiastically received by the community, Radio Free Allston was shut down by the FCC.

Many philosophies can be found in the so-called “‘Pirate” radio environment. Many of us are not anti-
regulation, but are pro-fair regulation. The airwaves are controlled more and more by fewer and
fewer corporations. and the voices of individual communities are being drowned out by the generic
voice of the conglomerates.

While such things as cable access and the Internet do provide for a measure of community access and
democratic control of certain media. radio is the most democratic of media (I have yet to hear of
Cable-Free Europe).

[ feel fortunate that I am from Massachusetts, as we enjoy fair and intelligent representation. Please
help support fair and democratic control of the media. Thank vou.

Sincerely,

A (eeeplcts

Joy'Campbell

43 Kingston St.. #1
Somerville, MA 02144
Joy(wsneaker.net

Copy:  William Kennard. Federal Communications Commission
Susan Ness. Federal Communications Commission
Harold Furchott-Roth. Federal Communications Commission
Michael Powell, Federal Communications Comimission
Gloria Tristani, Federal Communications Commission
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movéments that” thke ‘place here and a lot of
us ‘'wanted 1o’ maybe bring some of those

movements to,gethch Just. lupd of provnde a-
: h'in Albd ‘

{o'“mfor

very secretive of everythmg nnd jum have a
it Somet)ung hat

couple of people doing i
we.as a-group-decided

- open ‘community st
‘ prss:ble repcﬁ:pss;ons

something that “we might not necessarily

agree with. - When people are: tqkmg some

'tive stﬁtibn heré 4
, radio that deals’ wﬂiﬁ‘&ny
was’ bcmg a:y oxéc for other geople in the,(
community who were éctually doing some-
thing, no matter what jt was, even if it was

.oply alterna-
any commuhl.ty
of these issuas"

‘What about the collége station? %
_J: 1 wouldn’t call the Foliege station comfu-

nity radio. It's more like x.o-optcd ja.ded ra-
dio (laughs).

B: The college statgon lS better than ‘any_-pth‘ ,v

tq; s.a lot of
( a‘sbmcthlng

0.the g WJ
likc‘ “thng about ‘music’is like dancing
about amhxtecture Somcqpeople are just

:makmg music to have fun. - Some people are

I grew up as a hippie
ic Back then it
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at are passing U Ogethef 1101 fol' Sale
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3 idea 0 pxayng;hem ity Also, ¥ lmado balk sboat - ause of the way that the signa
/as thinki SM! Imalfllt MS i : 30 D 18y yt)ffardownhll

DI hour. . That’ s really
val hTY Q_n Tuesday night. and
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8t So where have people gotten tllese sur-' -
veys, at Mind Over Matter?
B: Yeah, I guess if anyone is our sponsor it’s Mind Over Matter.

J: So, of course our survey is a little biased towards those who shop
at tliﬁjpunk xrecord and_zme store. Wc should probably put it else-:

T: I'don’t db a lot qght now ‘cause my schedule conflicts, but | uséd
o sét up'and tblce down. " I know basxca’lly all thc equlpment and I'm

" oneé of the setter-uppers ;

B: You have done more. ‘than that: DJing, readmg the mail...

J: Getting drunk (laugh;er)

R: What kind of music do you play when you DJ ?

T: 1 play lots of women’s music. .

- R: What does that mean to'you" ,

T: Music played by women artists is somethmg that’s not usually on
the air. The music industry is.usually dominated by men. 1take that

‘ glzand:gmjl g

‘ i ;l‘in fhe }mds of your commﬂnﬁg

‘Mexican. 'l'he North Valléy s where the Tich, white folks hav
,,moved. and the Jand is still in big p:cccs ‘because they can afford t
fkeep it that way. But the South'Valley is pretty poor. That's wher
“the landfills are. That's where all the shit gets dumped

slant o make it mo equal, but it doesn t nlways work oug lhat way

chox qre - fnends of min
y e injt t'éd lfﬂf‘lnstoncal issues wit
the Spamsh Land Grants heré 'or the Chican
' ; "il'thqy have'a lot of th:
: 9 40 gt them 1
ot ‘They haven'f made ‘it betause they't
too busy with school,'but hopefully they ca
come during the summer.
R: When you get to be 30 watts, d(m that mean you’ll reach th

-South Valley?
J:' We should deﬁmtely, especmlly if we're still bmadchsung from u
‘here. "We're more in the heights:now and we can bmadcast down int

the valley, no problcm. 15 just reaching South.: e
- OUF id thatit Would cover all Albuquerquc so th

alley’is m%sﬂy Spamsr

J: There’s also a lot of community activism in the South Valle)

"There's a lot of farming projects, and all sorts of different stuff har

pening down there. Actually, Pirate Willie went on a radio prograr
which is on KUNM here, which is the tollege radio station, and the
talked about Rebel Radio for a good half hour. 1t was all in Spanis

'so hopefully people got aware through that and eventually the snow

ball effect will occur. Albuquerque s notall that big of a place.

7B: "Il be interesting to see’what liapp‘cns wheneiget the highe

walts and cover more.  Just because it's dut there doesn’t mean pec
ple are going to hear it, especially with digital _people will ju:
) ‘ statlpn :my wafitto hear. 1-don’t thin
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who cre-
.ate freera-
“dio sta-
: m = SEL - i kions usu-
Wnbasedoﬁwof&lmdshipandcommunity- i-’{g’ana' ally do'it in_oné bf two basic formats as the
thatwasorgamzedm 1996. Some of ushavelived | fuckin’ shit up smce they were in hxg?x schoo! 1 nlatform for an mdw:dual or a small group's
in Gainesville almost all of our lives, and others § The affinity group that started Fres Radio rarrowly focused agenda (like WTRA and
are transplants, but we've been involved with | Gainesville was organized in order to make 2 | Black Liberation Radio in the early days of the
each other through the youth culture/countercul- | specifically: anarchist cqnmbuuon to the local mxcropowcr movetn 13 vx}r 184 commumty
ture scene here for about five years now. Our | scene. We wanted to create prqgmmsandwnmn
goa.l,sfordlestatppnambaswa}lytoauackcorpo-_ that . would\complement qﬂm tocal’ :
' term ; ,k'project§ W lonﬂq&;tmg ourco itmy
|arc h,xsm 4nd anti-authoritarianism. ‘«We‘
‘Ybeen involved:in sctivism ghrough o
© ghang g § some of them more ‘4raditional
e nedifi, adiq, alot of ] groups,-such ini$t jand ‘shi
potentmf that'we se¢ being wasted by corporate | tions;and others mpre aharg
culture with its bottom line agenda-and narrow | as Food Not Bombs. e

lhat"cither of these ap-

IRy

umon in Some pretty

fréquenéy" Tbmgs can- get especnally hairy
wheh one person or:a couple of people own the

J suc in nature, such

_ $cope. Because Qf ;tssmallscale andD.LY basis, | ~Our little _posse_met through-the riay A qulpmgﬁt and the. SpAce it's set yp in and are
“unlicensed mxcmpawmyed. ‘fadio has the poten- ‘process of nétworking that goes on in Small4 ’;bwn trying io foake it ayailable to others for use.

tialtofillin all kmds of gapsthatexistintherange | community organizing: Initially we all ‘started At Free Radio Gainesville we are trying to
of styles ot perspecnves available from current | hanging out as “just friends,” but through our strike a balance between the two extremes of a
legally licensed broadéasters. - participation in the process of policy-building | pérsonal or iarrowly focused setof programming

' “Pirate” stations can fill in the many niches | and organizing at the local r.Jical infoshop, the | and a wide-open, chaotic and contradictory free
between the tightly-focused market-based ap- | Civic Media Center, we became increasingly | speech zoné. We run our station as a democratic
* proach of corporate radio and the wide-open aware.of our shared commitment to certain polit- § collective and hdve come up with some basic
hodgepodge of ti:: - , Jical ideas-radical de- } notions of what we as a group want to see get put
censed nomprofﬂ : : " “mocracy, decentralized ] out over the airwaves in out name. We do this for

commumty radio. . otganization, open and practicalgs well asphilosophical reasons. We are
¢ _inclusivé’ gtgup pro- § all popr. and none’ offus have the resources to
cess. We first got to- indmduauy own"theequlpmcnt andeven asa
gether as, our own sqpa :

oty te group
ethws chisthistoxscand shumdeasabmtmbﬂ\eorynnd

. P ‘ i
, 'DJ's that spin . radio stauon has been out lohgestand most in-

Van y of styles in the local clubs. Some of our  volved effort, we have also done street theater
" members who' grew up in this scehe iust took the  and aroanized calidarite nvames Fansb > 178 ar o

'ﬂus typé of problem comes up over and
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- cide:to’ get ‘involved in

‘What ‘wes the motiva-

CM: Why did you de- .
micro power. . radio? -

tion andyhat Was your personal expeneuce?
PD ’Well,x{
d  han

ot R
honzous tfaﬂdﬁ'to my. sourée for news.and |
mformauon an& that sort of fhlng sListening to
the radio is very important to me. One of the

RADIO MUTIN'J

 pegs onally,lworkasacarpen--
ya uring the day. I listen toa'{ .
lotofmdxqpnd fwhalmosmo'rv butllisten |
i  Radio broadens my. culral |,

things that led to
Radio Mutiny
was the round of
censorship - -of
Mumia Abu-Ja-
mal. There were
several very dra-
matic incidents
over the past cou-
ple of years in- *
volving Mumla : b

Abu-Jamal, Mumxa isa former radno )oumahst
in Philadelphia who has been on death row for
many years. He recorded a series of commentar-
ies from prison, talking about prison life, talking
about what it's like to be awaiting the death
penalty and so on. NPR was very excited to
bring these commentaries to the general public
and unfortunately it was just about time for
NPR's funding cycle to come up and Bob Dole
got on the floor of the Senate’and he said “I'm
not going to fund NPR if it's going to broadcast
the commentaries of cop kxllers, What kind of
journalismis that?" Andtoit's great shame NPR
backed down. They pulled the series. All of a
sudden they lacked journalistic merit whereas
just a bit earlier they were ‘all excited about it.
There was just a real shameful spectacle of the
way supposedly non-commercial public media
are -influenced. by:the: conflict of power and
influence. Théni 4 second incident was that the
Pacifica'Radio’ Network chose to' cagry, some.
commentaries by Mumia Abu-Jamal as.well. In_
their case they were carried in Pennsylvaria by
Temple University’s radio station and the very
day the Mumia commentanes were due Lo airon
that station{: ]Temple dlil not merély cancelthe
show, they. canceled’the entire Pacifica. Net-
work. After that thére wasn

Phﬂadalphm o f
stop of their Fast

the programming, W

canceled

worse. There's been a
massnve move towards -
.concentration in -media, -

Distiey. It's: really’ a'shame.' One of the most
nmportam precepts behind radio regulation in
most of this cen-

We falked 1o he rg‘%hckhxu ad Pelish of Rodio My jt. - tury anyway, in

Hmpm:
10 cities on the Bast Coast, The ext dnl.PelﬁDiﬂhﬁi
workshop 2t the vl Disobediepce ConPerence which ws beld 8
Ameman llnxvemit, 'ﬂm workehop v il by G0

most of the his-
“1 ﬂ“ m‘ tory,of radio hias
Radio 1ig]. beenthe: idea of

riﬁo ,

hoods tmdeomlnmﬁiiél.m Is' khlppeulnk
now is that there i amassive move away from-
that. Of the 10,000 stations across the country,

years, Almost all of those sa'e and acquisitions
have been independent stations falling into the
hands of the large chains. And these are com-
mercial stations.

CM: And the non-commercial spectrum?
PD: Its been dramatically {reduced]

CM: We lost a jazz station here last year in
D.C. which was switched over tq being the C-
SPAN channel.

PD: There's quite a few pressures on the non-
commercial spectrum these days. Universitizs

- are tending to cut their. budgets, so more and

more stations are bemg asked to be self-support-
that

fversptles &Lb%l Y
niture! I "

1 6

,*1l

9}“’;14 3} ,y

good lerms

their news and information. So that had a lot to
do with it. It's also, inthe pasl couple of years,
radio has just gotten dramatically, dramatically

usatRadxoMuthW thatw;néedakx” ofa" ;

PATL IS .
ge(f
with' t?igm.'l‘hz\t jhd notadj%p to thc R
kind of Jomnﬂxsmmat people can rely onto get

"radlo. ¢

ey

really sink their teeth 1pto

ever smce the 1996 Tele- .

“for 8 transmi

about 4000 have changed hands in the last two

“‘Enicmpow - ‘radid. Mj

gone, long. long gone s unfortugalc that there .
is very little on the radjo today that people can J.
S ,_ypagamst apxm}e.sm f

CM: Mystery Kickboxer, whysre you inter
.ested in micropower radio? Why do you hat.
current radm" What are your problems witl

i -that Pcte just saxd

CM: Do you havea pmgram on this station’
MK: Yeah, I have programs on WPPR sinct
almost since it started up. I'm involved because
I like the other people s programs too and it’;
just really sgtisfying to be involved with it.

CM: Tell us about' Radio Mutiny, history
how long has it been on the mr? What’s goin

ed with 4 or !
, described above
ey sick of business a
busine: il:in radio. We man
,'Oollfﬁﬁ" t‘afew months to getaki
uq' assemble - it and get i
working. First we were on for one night a week
We went on the air first in October of 96,
suppose. Ever sincé then we've been building
Right now our schedule is 6 nights per week
coming on around S5pmto midnight or so. Wedt
a variety of public affairs programming, a lot o
music programming, some local news and infor
mation, some sort of, you know, kind of literar,
programming, both reading stories and ...}
CM: Do you have a program?
PD: 1 don’t. I personally ampartof the collectiv
so 1 have a lot of tupbnmbilmes having to d
with operating the station and that sort of thiny
- Very involved in, 'the hational political fight fc
réam program to ¢
shi Wthatbasxcally loo}

ké_d“ Sortof L science thatas
,«Where' is"the i‘und;ngmme from for this 1
scarch" Who sét the priorities 4 {hat said that -

(Qanci the pu'ate st
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ssvilleissies as an example. The city counciltries to sell the us citizens
ely array of “development” schemes to bring “jobs” and “economic
th,” to bur humble burg, but they always seem to end up being the same
veetheart deals for local developers and big-business corporate fran-

who provide us with more shitwork for less pay and the same old
Kotporate Amerika strip malls, facades, and dangerous, polluting industry.
Meanwhile the little mom-n-pop businesses that provide unique local
culfuré and a semi-autonomous local economy go down the drain from the
‘competition. “Downtown redevelopment” translates into creating safe
‘zones for the local Richie Riches and their **vision” for our town. This means
oves like trying to push the poor folks and “houseless” people out by
threatening the shelters and the churches that provide services; putting
police and economic pressure on the area’s only punk rock bar to try to force
it out of the heart of downtown, where it currently thrives and festers like a

dirty Jittle thorn of rebellion in the side of their oh-so-carefully planned® .
‘corporate Kookie Kutter Kommuynity; trying to force all the local papers to

“byithe s he expensive; butt-igly metal distribution boxes 5o that the
i

dent papers”. colorful bld:D.LY. boxes won't hurt their preciou

‘eyes; and selectively enforcing alame little city ordinance that makes ita’

s

-erimie for activists, homeless people, and punk kids to hang flyers on city -

utility poles while Coca-Cola plasters those same poles with giant Olympic
hype posters.

When you step outside of the confines of political debate that the
corporate machine presents, it is easy to see how there could be many
different kinds of solutions to the problems that a community faces, and we
want to promote our particular vision of cooperative, collectively-created
solutions that are based on real democracy. For example, if a neighborhood
in town is having social and economic problems, let the people who live
there come together to come up with ideas about how to solve them, andthen
vote on the proposals that they themselves come up with. Let them bring in
outside “experts” for advice and reach out to others for material aid if they
freely choose to do so. In the corporate capitalist mentality that rules now,
there isonly one way to come up with “‘solutions”-top-down government or
business power. Their solution to the problem of “neighborhood decay”™:
opening up “new markets” for big-money inves-

.donations. We especially encourage music from

"ownéd music stores, clibs and‘Non C

people decide 1 they wam to pay attention. To use an example from our
day-to-day practice, the only time any word from the local New York
Times syndicae newspaper gets on the air is when the Radical News Hour
reader uses it as fodder for attacking piss-yellow corporate journalism,
comparing and confrasing it with coverage of the-same issue from
alternative press sources. v U

To build our nrgagization and expand our programming, we decided

- to stick to grasszoots meshods of outreach: speaking out about Free Radio

Gainesville at soial gathcrings and political events, publishing our mani-
festo and recruiting ads in the local radical paper, on-air requests for
feedback and prograrming ideas, and personally recruiting individuals that
we encountered on the street, in meetings, or at work. We ultimately intend
on raising money the iraditional grassroots way: music benefits, t-shirts,
bumper-stickers, and soliciting funds from moneyed liberals who support
our cause. We constantly request from our listeners music and equipment
: . IrAge opal artists so that we can
better pomote our unjque cultisa sdeme. So far we hifve agreed not to accept
mopey from dnyone in gxchange fpr(agyfgﬂjsémghjﬂns’téaditis our hope to
s

éstablish barter relations (relations baséd on miitual assistarice) with locally
and Non Govermmenal organizations,

"Prospective members are asked to write a proposal detailing their
program idea and how they think it might compliment our mission. They are
then given a four week trial slot during which time the existing collective
listens in. The trial member is encouraged to attend meetings to better get
acquainted with FRG members 'and to receive feed back on their program.
At the end of this trial period the prospective member is invited into the
collective as a full member or rejected if the group does not have a solid
consensus that their program complements the mission of Free Radio
Gainesville. For example, a DJ that persists in being misogynist, racist,
homophobic, puts out sloppy, self-contradictory information, or refuses to
respect and take care of the equipment or the space.

Since these policy decisions were formalized, we have added one
new full member and are trying out three more. The addition of new
members to FRG was initially based on affinity. We formed the initial

' : *" collective by pooling our money and resources

tors (strip malls, yuppy apartment complexes) and
providing more fodder for the Prison Industrial
Complex with more cops.and harsher laws. If an
idea does not somehow rate more power and
more profit for a privjléged minority, it just isn’t

i . How i seeims to me that

valuable and needing i
lies in living up to that 0’ ) > Use
extreme example, for the local KKK Their interests run directly cour

to the kind of political

e heatd, and our responsibility 10 our community .
oal. Théfe is no'room on our frequency, to use’an

on the principle of “From each ficcording to his/
. herability, to the project according 1o its needs.”

nity, we would
from outside our
and activists.

le from outside

litical and economic empowerment we hope to promote. ‘§ Vo
Let them find their own methods of outreach, and if they do, then let the




i fourt. So thone cxccpnon mostof the microradio stations
éttn\g vs}edhavenothadtooseverepumshments Mostly
in *Wa(mng Jetters. So, it would be a really great -
: 1 ér,stahons tobeontheunr 50 people could hear -
2 ,lm' juist normal people talking on'thé radjo and playmg'
t hd8orta get used to that non-slick sound sb that ... it’s kind °
- hénglaw s old and doesti’t make sense anymore the people
LI (& g it:tHémsélvis and therefore the law changes. That's
evolunon and'so ‘the tour'is teally about helping that along
PD: One thing that...Radio Mutiny recently got a warning letter from the
FCCand oneofthe thmgs that we said right after we held a demonstration-
our demonstrauon was in front of Benjamin Franklin's old printing press-
what we ‘basjcally said was, ‘thaf, back in the 17705 BenJamm Franklin
: ! "_;ggpsh n.by; ‘havinig this pnntmg press dnd asserting his -
frod Speech! 5o ug%el\(cs asdoing the same thing "l‘thlrst _

thgi'ighi of ordina'xy‘
égi‘n

Hissiges that (eon we
: £y Ythe gredt majofity
issues that {akes, p’lace today is not people standing around on street corners
talking to each other about “Oh well, did President Clinton sleep with this
person ornot?”. It takes place in the medna and the unfortunate thing is that
the miedia is in the hands of a relatively small number of people who have
very clear interests in this. The tour...one of the things that we did at that
demonstration is that we issued a platform of a number of actions that we
would take in response to their actions against us. One of them is .
promised that we would open up ten stations for every station that they
tried to shutdown. “The microradio tour is an effort to let people know just
what is happening in microradio, just what the issues really are among
pirates and jus hat the potential of this is. There is nolaw of physics that
tha i be ped with religious bigots, with used
3 tever, That has nothmg todo -
s'a’poudoal quesnon ofwhat is itized
> Clsl-

- First 'of all, if'you are'a ‘pirate ak

Have the right tq yell at passers-by
‘your fnends or whatever, buf the *ouf
cltizens 10 parhcn- .:"have
Wha) '

Fdebiissboutthe

well. Particularly because they live in a world that is more about soun
than most people thathave a part{cular ability and get the talent for radic
The Iocal NPR affiliates haven't scemed.. : been abld t'squcéze them i
andit's because they don’ tmake money ifi fund drive sorts of show
-that make moriey for NPR on'furid drivé are the Savvy Traveler or th
“gourimetshow or whatever - shows that appeal 1o a more upscale sort o
audience that has énough money to ﬂu‘owdf the stahonwhcn pledge driv
timé cornes around. It is'ope oF the reat scandals of public tadio today —
' the'méve towards appealing only to wealthiet audiences. People ofte:
mistake cause for effect in that whole thing. Itis not that public radio s fo
snobs, it’s that snobs own public radio..

CM: How important is it to get your community or nelghborhoo«
involved in a micropower station? Is it ‘wise to have just one formal
llkeéthe major stshons do? At this point, istherea ta¢ﬁcal advantag

ro' siatlons do xt in dnffcrent ways. station is-one o
] a dlffel‘em station every hour.” We jus
ve i Kios ' me you'll hate. It i
all.véty han jes “halidmadé radio.” That’s th
ﬁibf ) ' p %mdeé to single types o
music, single 1deolog|cal sorts of thmgs Ive heard of pirates that justrea
the bible all day on their radio station.
CM: We should be promoting that, people being able to put thei
. viewpoints on the air, it’s free speech.”
PD: The radio that Radio Mutiny advocatcs is the reemergence ¢
community radio stations with a wide variety of viewpoints and music an
cultural production-stuff thatdoesn’t make money but stuff that isinvalt
able to our cultural heritage, to our pubhc discourse.
CM: Is there room on the dial for mlcropower stations? The FCC an
the NAB (National Association of Broadcasters) always argue ths
there is interference or interferénce with air traffic controliers. Ho
_is the digital nature of the bandwidth affecting thése things?
PD: There is soine foom: There's no ssarlly a-whole lot. If you ai
- thinking about starting a micropowi yo rtai

. very carefully to'see whethet the emp spabosy

ncy. I know of r

'seleSstotrytobroad e
: ould g4 or 5 block




thrown around for all other sorts of uses. . .
are having a conference in April? ..« Ll
a conference for people interested in pirate tadio wh

a station and those who don’t. There ‘will be hands-on

|
|
|
|
i or. building: transmitgers and a lot of different kinds of

i ‘: ‘V‘Q,I; &::) P T ". .".\ Ty .A" (' SRR VRV EERE WS "‘"J:
| ¢ PD:'We 166k Torward to being an opportunity for all the pirates and

microbroadcasters in the eastern United States to get together and talk
about what direction this movement is going to take and it’s also a really
‘good opportunity if you have a little group of people that want to start up
a statjon there's going to be a lot of real hands-on how-to-do-it sorts of

make sure that the equipment is all working correctly and while you start

: to unearth the vealth of programiming resours hat is your focal commu-
nity. That was pt;ttai:ﬁygmgpmg;iqytsvgp; &), We were very quiet
- about our station in the beginning, but gradua y-started getting the word
*_outin other ways. In Lgxgx\sgﬂhc)(iungsmq‘t@n ppen if you want to be
a gadio pirate, well, you gottahave some guts-Ithelps ifyou don't have

9

' 100 much to lose. Anyons
to have a strong commitmen
violating federal law. There is a
of anyone that has ever gone to jai
don’t really have.very much intere

ytélls you ofhisrwise i just lying. You have
¢ and be willing to.face the consequences of
potential forjail as a result. 1 don’t know

1and the FCC has said as much, that they
st in sending people to jail for pirate

i,

(\;vk"ing‘s., lfl_q’;gbpl){;}is.g it technical; we also are really emphasizing how.10 radio. There certainly are fines. ... -

 opaizeaslason, ayitobe responsive toyour community, how tohandle - How about property forfeitu Y

*the Jegal Auffishaw;to do.all ont of $hing, because there are many on't know. of. ‘ ly beeh forfeited. Theis
- thipgs fo puHNg together a community radio station and we look forwaed + - fayprite thing 1 do, first, OLalL BV Jetter, That often i
"o’ addressing. all, of those at the .conferencs. We encourage peoplé | enough to scate people off the air, | ey 1¢ just warned. The othe
“inierested in piraie radio and micropowet radio fo pome out, - . thing they like 1o do s just gome and seize the equipment,

"rmay appear after the conference. Where, cp
Do you guys have a web site?

M This interview m

. people go for information, respurces..,
Will you be posting there? ’
PD: Yeah, there are a fe:

welcome to contact Radio Mutiny. Weare at 4116 Chester Ave., Box 238,
Call .us_at215-382-4992. Send us email at

Philadelphia, PA, 19104. Call ]
wppr@svaha.com. Our web site is at http://www.thud.org/mutiny.htm.

Other good places are Free Radio Berkeley.
CM: Who provides transmitters? ..

- great places for information. You are 'al:way"s ;

.CM; Sort of like scizing Ben Franklin’s printing press?

- PD: Right, exactly. They like do that. That's probably the most likel:
outcome at this stage of the game. Asa result of the Dunifer case, the FC(
doesn't seem to excited abojit g#@iﬁgig&«QuﬁﬁqﬁS’abqut people’s civi
liberties and that sort of thing. Itdox sn’t seem that they are very intereste:

_jn issuing big fines or sending people to jail, What they do want is to gra

your stuff. They want to give you a good scare, That is certainly
- possibility and they'd certainly love to catch you doing something else

One operator in Florida, they found marijuana in his house. I think a goo
ime whe

PD: A good place for fransmitters is Free Radio Berkeley or L.D. Brewer. principle for microradio is “commit no more than one crime atat
CM: How much would it cost to start something up? . you are operating a pirate radio station.” There are all kinds of possibilitie
PD; Again, you'll hear some people say things like you can starta pirate  , all sorts of things can happen, but you should also be aware that there a
for.$12 | apd-paper.clips and wire ties or whatever. Byt~ hundreds of microbroadcasters, there are dreds more microbroadcas
¢ 8 JIICIC ers out there thanthe few shathave heen hagassofl b the FCC. Really, t

inteff

inte
U

would tend to 3 n ever before with > pifereeThat e ;
movement, many un d stations aré operating out prefty much.inX {e their timé £ halfs sting fro
open. It's often not a bad idea when you are first starting your station tobe | when they could be doing somelhing uséful with their time—they
. O e e Lne thm Rrabueea Af Aiarital radia ie oning fohe. Thev ¢



aﬁlmedxambli??ohes’fhey shouldbeout | advertise things targeted towards children. That is very sensible, I mean,
ral roguladirs; Aot chasing around after | people lk about “Oh, how terrible it would e for children to see
ixeicisé their freé speech rights. * _porhography because they are so impressionable.” Well, 1 think it's
F e oot Ay arsfire of main- | e forchilden o see s thl each the Lo be consupeg UL

‘the fugié thoices it them that their 5ol¢ source of p , « being able to
’ t | buy this toy'or that . § think that it's really cru ‘michoradio, since
e-.it's obe o ‘only

5 alot of variety toit. | chatienge of generating i ¥ ién't focused on tie-ins
47 difforontypes OLUTIED oA It Just dvesn'{ Bover tié biseatall. | betwe n Mikkey Mouse and St Hoifoake 2l thiose sorts of stuf
. CM:Doyour pivé you comments about Radio Mutiny? Doyou | that i€ st téaching; children 1o 80 85 reach ntb their parent's wallets and

tell them about the station? Can they even getit? = "~ buy things. One of the greatest pressures in the lives of parents of children

MK: Most of my friends are on Radio Mutiny.No,I'm jus!kidding'. People | is the pressure from children to buy them stuff. Buy them stuff that is
that has no real use. It has status value and it has

- who hear the station often say that they find thernselves listening to it and essentially worthless,
are very impressed. 1'vé gotten mostly positive feedback about it. People momentary fleeting bells and whistles, There'is an exception, things tha!
extited about it.1’ve gven heard that somebody might just sitat generdte moral character in children, that gederate respoisibility, the sorts

are pretty excited about it.1've pven heald ts n chil
home and lisibi 10/t pnnightif they are tired, Justto relax. of thifigs that we thirk kids should be getting from programning. .
' ‘ e ,Mlﬁ*OfoQgréﬁ*that‘snét’the.pﬁ j problem t‘h%}pm{ﬂpw imercials

é abotit flubs at the station?

&1l ity show i called the

i5: Well my sh ’;iﬁ?;thing_s tha

MY houser ‘¢ squiit in West Philly-: |
L weha dHOL i & RALFBlibs Was really an hour! It wal- | youtself o ‘ter
justioné thing after another: We thought they were late, ien'we couldn’t | ‘of problems withthat. = ~* "* T Y N
figure out how.to cue the tapes, then we couldn't use the record player. It'|-CM: And T believe that last summer, in the McLibel case the judg
was very chaotic and then it just wound up that the next person who had agreed with the defendants that McDonald’s exploited kids.
a show,CoinmuniKate, who does Mutinoys ‘News, shé ‘came in and PD: Right: Well, there's thé recént thinig about the Joe Camel campaign—
wanted to use the station and one of the DJs, well, she teally really wanted | making cartoon characters to encourage kids to smoke carly. It really say
to-finish reading her'story “Georgie and the Giant Shit” She eventually | something about American commercialismand capitalisin thatit's chose
had tobestopped. - -0t R S 4o colonize this sort of final frontier of the innocents, of childhooc
CM: Do you ever feel a need to be like the repl journalists on real | vulnerability of Children. American capitalism se¢s that as a great sellin
radio? Do you feel that you need to be on time and do the things they | opportunity. That's one of the things we really seek to combat at Radi
do s s el R ' Mutiny. It's one of the things that we haven't pulled together yet but yo
far as bei ' to have some reall

b time; yeah, I thirk to make things run smooth...we can bet that if we survive the next year we're goi

MK:'As ing O )
try and take responsibility for making things rupright and have respect for excellent children’s programming produced by children. Perhaps it’s ¢
i X ng adult children

producing a ot of the
own plays all the tim
reading from tl

that sort of thing. Butas € as giving glazed tfeatures | the syStém"bﬁt-ce'nainly\nqtﬂ’the"kiﬂ

o 8 B notinte _ TPt celebrities: WY we wantis t sée chik

owtistuff. alot ofthe children Tknow |

they make up their own softs of things,

script the adnlts hand the: s they do
5 What js Radio M




allm ediumsmbe 4s democratic as possible. I mean
ademocraticsociety it doesn’t make sense that the
ority bf people use to get most of their i

; s h >

poyerful interests...

ek

e

‘ihstance, and for the pepple o be leftwith e scraps.
fnx;}w&i;mor.e important than demociacy. Certainly
|7 tharets nothig Abobi he riht to commeroialy ,

- ltforee ;about toddy and
to what exterit our society is dominated by commercial interests, by
corporate interests, by interests that... their job is not to serve the public.
(}'M.ﬁaslcally we need is more participatory media where we
@h"{' s receive but send and receive, ’

tan
rothiig Abouttherightto commeroialism inthe U S: Constinutigs,
s us 10 Jook more carefully at what our society 1§
Their job is to make money for themselves.
what we need 1
LY Rk ’ -
s véry liftle to c_l,‘o‘xgvjith,téchnolggy angd has alot to
ehonomi syste

aformation

3
y

* ., anybodyeversay to me What's
do /.methatquestion! Everyonejgvet ta

- PD; 108 A vrayesty

have 5 new, contict placel 2pon their behavior, but the fact of the matter
is, gvery times e < wvilonmental regulation goes up$rkal] businesses

crumble &nd big cosporagions stand to benefit :I})gy,sw'al}owfup-all their

competitionand - medigs very. MuC vay,. The nature of
" comphinications regtiAtion has) (vastly favorable
1o larger tnterests oves 51

CM; Jusucks. 00 v

", CM:P'mlooking 4 omingnity fedio
I hope that somebody is inspired todo. someﬂiigg@)pout itbecause all

I know is that my stations suck. Co
PD: I's funny, because all the people
people ask me Isit illegal?,Is itdangerous?

rong wi
e

\J

I've éver talked to about i, lots of
orwhatever, but I’ve never had
radio? obody hasever asked

LS

al td ,yﬂeni*«It'ﬁ.rc.all)v"-lﬁqt‘liké,ihat.'gi/,cnin { “I remeniber when 1.was younger thore W

othét copitralthit: e ‘odplialistsyMany: pountries. ground, the world | ‘something that really inspired them Bipt af dio, something

“Unoidér jtjust pht for the course, it's just part of the nature of operating | that gripped them, That just docsn't Bappen anym io has very few

. an open pluralis! csfcx':‘ie,‘ty‘lhat‘girdinary_éitizcns‘should have a good solid - surprises. It's “wraffic and weather together on the hour” and it's the little

- A cogss 0 represent themselves in média, represent themselves ticker behind the all news station with all the three second blurbs that arc

O Ak Conada s  good example. Canada b iriving . supposelioKeep YW ol gone sofar dowphillthat 1 don’
iy il oo and i i incfoibl in gomparison with the . Know pfanyone o ikos s any¥tions i 50 you end up with a questor
impoverished community ra ,sector in the United States... * " 7 Whols this serving except for the peop! & thiat pwa radio stations. A radic
CM: If you look at history, Professor Robert McChesney and others _ station is a license to print money. They ‘are enormously profitable anc

_have compared the’ Canadian ‘radio system and th
system to the American radio system back in the 30s. How it started
out being very. poncommercial and how the others stayed non-
commerical and goyérnment-supported, whereas this one became
privatized and commercial dominated.
PD; There is a disturbing trend in world media today of this emergence
of media 'conglo'mer,?égs, medija giants that are going in and trying to
a 1eTaly ]

me a secular religion, No one dares
tand the maﬂsﬂ
.uaggxlqal - thing!

5 :abont the;
they lif )

1996

is+

olopol
o

¢ British radio :

>mmerical glement. This is a particular moment

s prerogative todo

y-one

<

they manage to make tons and tons of money at what they are doing.

" AtRadio Mutiny we really feel like too much of radio today is stucl
in these safe formats, safe formulas that won't offend anyone. No one wil
ever need to touch the dial because they know that within 45 minute
they’ll hear their favorite song AGAIN! .

CM: Basically stations are owned b large companies so the format
are the same from town to town. You driye around you’re going t
listen to all news, you listen £ adult contemporary, or hip hop statior
There’s no local varjance anymore. ; P
PD: The DJs all sound exactly the
that radid should be at least a I
‘potential to take you somep
the magic of radio, 1's 50
pirate, y& can bring:
had apl
Al

utiny'.we really thir
: I should really have tt
s before, That's some:




inoe 1980, when low walt stations were stripped
v every broadcasting right, micro 1 D

%]

of pume radio-and from the Va'y
Radio collective

by the public
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