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INTRODUCTION

The American Community AM Broadcasters, is a trade
organization representing approximately 200 AM radio
stations which are licensed by the FCC. The organization
was founded in early 1997. The purpose of American
Community AM broadcasters (herein refered to as ACAMBA) is
to represent the needs of AM broadcasters at a time when
they are being "short-changed" by the revisions in the
applicable broadcast rules and regulations made possible
by the Telecom Act of 1996. AM Broadcasters have for at
least the past 15 years been neglected and forced to
operate at a substantial disadvantage in comparrison to
all other broadcast services, particularily FM stations.
AM radio has served from the large number of new FM
stations created by the docket 80-90 proceedings. AM
radio has served by the AM stereo debackle in the early
1980's, and yes AM radio is surffering from the manner in
which the AM expanded band proceedings are being
implimented in the late 1990's.

The number of AM radio stations ceasing operation and
permanently going off the air far outpaces that of all
other broadcast services. By the end of 1997 the number
of FM stations outnumbered AM radio stations by nearly
1,000.

ACAMBA is concerned that this current FCC Commission
has failed to assign a RM number to a rulemaking petition
it filed last August 13, 1997 proposing AM stations the
right to use FM translators for fill-in service the same
as is practiced in Alaska and Nashville, Tennessee and
The ACAMBA petition was

selected south Florida areas.

fi1ad come 8 months before the Skinner Petition RM 9247 .



Since the ACAMBA petition does in many ways relate to what
is proposed in RM 9242 in the use of FM spectrum. We believe

the inaction of the FCC in the matter of the ACAMBA petition

is unjust.

For the following reasons we oppose the RM-9242

petition:

1. RM 9242 as amended proposes amnesty for pirates.
We oppose all thought for any amnesty for illegal
broadcasters and urge the FCC to refuse amnesty proposals
for pirates broadcasters.

2. No favoritism or special consdieration should be
granted illegal broadcasters. Illegal broadcasters should
forever be prohibbited from securing a FCC license.

3. AM radio will feel the impacts on a competitive
basis more than any other broadcast service, if LPFM is
created and allowed to operate. AM radio is already at a
significant disadvantage economically and can't take much
more negative economical impact.

4. The ownership and eliginility proposals for LPFM
in RM 9242 are un-American and contrary to the free
enterprise system as well as the possible violation of
portions of the US Constitution and individual state
laws. For example designating where a owner(s) must live,
how, when and for how much a LPFM owner can sell his statio
and to whom, etc.

CONCLUSION:
We oppose the RM 9242 in it's entirity as this will

have a drastic effect~ hundreds of smalltown AM radio
stations. e
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