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To the Federal Communications Commission,

S DOCKET FiLE
Regarding Petition RM-9242. Copy ORIGINAL

As you are considering licensing proposals for low power radio stations, I feel it's very important
that you have the best understanding possible about what is currently going on in micro radio. To those
ends, I offer our station as an example of one of many community access low power stations.

I am one of over 80 volunteers at KAW Lawrence Community Radio 88.9 FM, (10 watts), and
what I have seen in our year of operation has left me with nothing but amazement. People of all
backgrounds have come together to share their talents, express their thoughts, and do something for the
good of their community. Since our organization is all volunteer, our downtown location is donated, as
well as much of our equipment, our operating costs are quite minimal. Since we have bypassed the
financial need of a mass audience, we are able to program directly to specific needs and interests of our
community. As a result, no other form of radio, commercial or public, can match our diversity, or our
potential for community involvement. To date over 1000 people have been behind our microphone, these
include musicians, poets, city officials, local business owners, health providers, artists, cub scouts,
representatives from civic organizations, and neighborhood associations, the list goes on and on. Our DJs
range from junior high students to people in their seventies, and all are responsible for creating their own
program.

We began this endeavor with enough idealism and naiveté to ensure our success, now we don't
want to lose it. With as much as we have accomplished, licensing procedures will allow us to further
strengthen our role in the community. T have yet to see any valid reason why low power community
access stations should be denied, and I haven't seen any real opposition except from the National
Association of Broadcasters. Please don't allow commercial interests to over ride the public interest on this
issue. Appropriate standards and criteria need to be established to ensure airwave stability, yet provide for
viable public access. We are the perfect balance to the current consolidation issues.

Petition RM-9242 is a good place to start, although I take issue with the temporary status of LPFM
secondary service. Shutting down a community's public access station so a larger station can take it's place
is bound to cause problems. Locations on the dial exist , such as our own, where a small micro can
operate freely, but a station 100 watts or larger would likely encounter interference with other stations on
the same frequency. Allocating these pockets for low power stations seems to be a rational response.

Community radio brings people together. It's been a joy to watch as people of such diverse
backgrounds have gravitated to the station and worked with each other for the common goal of making a
community access station succeed. Our success has been validated by our overwhelming public support.
The idea that this type of community involvement would be in conflict with our own government is very
confusing. Micro radio is accessible to any community willing to make it happen, and very much needs to

be encouraged at the federal level. We are eager to work with the FCC in any way needed to establish
legitimacy for low power community access.

Sincerely,

S&&‘»& &fo‘«lﬂd ErwWllon

Steve Stemmerman
634 N 1600 Rd

Lawrence, KS 66049 o ’ g
(785) 749-4389 No. of Copies rec d_________@ji
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ORGANIZATIONS THAT HAVE USED KAW AS A COMMUNITY
RESOURCE.

LAWRENCE PUBLIC LIBRARY, HEADQUARTERS, GLACIAL
HILLS HIKING CLUB, CONSUMER CREDIT COUNSELING,
CITIZENS FOR PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION, KANSAS STATE
FIDDLING AND PICKING ASSN., E-KAN, ROGER HILL
VOLUNTEER CENTER, SOCIAL SERVICE LEAGUE, KU
ENVIRONS, FARMER'S MARKET, BALLARD CENTER,
DOWNTOWN TUESDAY PAINTERS, KANSAS TRAILS
COUNCIL, DOUGLAS COUNTY LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS, LAWRENCE AREA NEIGHBORHOOD ASSNS., FOOD
NOT BOMBS, LAWRENCE ALLIANCE, INDEPENDENCE INC,,
COMMUNITY DROP IN CENTER, CITY OF LAWRENCE
REDUCTION AND RECYCLING CENTER, LAWRENCE ARTS
CENTER, ECUMENICAL CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES,
LAWRENCE- DOUGLAS COUNTY HEALTH DEPT., ADULT
LEARNING CENTER, DOUGLAS CO. AIDS PROJECT,
SERENATTA FARMS, COMMUNITY MERCANTILE,
LAWRENCE COMMUNITY THEATRE, DOUGLAS CO. UNITED
WAY CENTER, COALITION FOR HOMELESS CONCERNS,
FRIENDS OF THE KAW, KANSAS AREA WATERSHED
COUNCIL, LAWRENCE COMMUNITY NURSERY, OLDER
WOMEN'S LEAGUE, KAW VALLEY QUILTER'S GUILD,
LAWRENCE BLUES SOCIETY, HABITAT FOR HUMANITY, BIG
BROTHERS AND SISTERS, LEGAL AID SOCIETY, HEARTLAND
WORKS, LAWRENCE INDIAN CENTER, WOMEN'S
TRANSITIONAL CARE SERVICES, AND MEALS ON WHEELS,



truck, nearly striking one of the
officer’s vehicles. The men drove
about a mile north on 1800E
and west on 900N before stop-
ping. .
After the stop, they allegedly

without a 11CcCllse.
The passenger, Mitchell

discussed whether to increase
the number of hours a nurse is

William McDonald, 21,
Lawrence, was arrested on
charges of battery on a law

enforcement officer, obstruction

present at the schools.

schools eight hours a week.

Currently, a nurse visits the

“VVe'Te Stil Ucailily YWithh 212355
city clerk Donna Reed said.

Several residents, living along
county road 1061, complained
to the city council when the

B AEREELL eSS T

asked the council to replace the
remaining old section of the lin
or have it thoroughly cleaned,
Reed said.

Dean Penny,

construction company officer,
Lawrence

“1 think we need an independent
radio station. It’s not costing the
taxpayers anything. 1 think the
station is great.”

Lena johnson,
architect/doctoral student,
Lawrence

«] think it would be a real traves-
ty of justice. The station repre-
sents a disenfranchised minority
in our community and principles
of democracy.”

Gary Hale,

financial planner,

Lawrence

«] think the station ought to be
allowed to serve its public. The
FCC should stay out of it. The sta-
tion should get a license.”

jeannie X

CNA at Colonial Manor,
Lawrence

“1 don't think they should shu
down. 1 think it’s a good statif
and 1 enjoy listening to it.”

eSmoke smell, 1:34 p.m. Wednesday,
4300 block of Wimbledon.

e System malfunction, 7:34 p.m.
Wednesday, 1425 Tenn., Beta Theta Pi.

« System malfunction, 8:11 p.m.
Wednesday, 1425 Tenn., Beta Theta Pi.

e System malfunction, 8:41 p.m.
Wednesday, 1425 Tenn., Beta Theta Di.

« Vehicle fire, 9:07 p.m. Wednesday,
1300 block of Kent, no fire found.

« Kitchen fire, 10:09 p.m. Wednesday,
400 block of Wisconsin.

AMBULANCE CALLS

« Medical emergency, 3:01 p.m.
Wednesday, 1300 block of Louisiana.

» Medical emergency, 4:13 p.m.
Wednesday, 2500 block of Redbud, no
transport.

ON THE RECORD

« Medical emergency, 7:18 p.m.
Wednesday, 100 block of Pawnee.

« Vehicle accident, 7:57 p.m. Wednes-
day, Sixth Street and Lawrence Avenue,
no transport.

« Medical emergency, 2:34a.m. Thurs-
day, 1600 block of Haskell.

J  HOSPITALS
BIRTHS

Christi and Henry Darnell,
Eudora, a boy, Thursday

Christina and Glenn Mallonee
11l, Lecompton, a girl, Thursday

By LEw FERGUSON
AsSOCIATED PRESS WRITER

TOPEKA — Lawrence state Rep.

Tom Sloan wants to exempt elec-
tricity customers in northeast
Kansas from having to help pay
off the remaining debt on the
Wolf Creek nuclear power plant.

However, an amendment
Sloan got adopted by the Retail
Wheeling Task Force on Thursday
did not satisfy Western Resources
Inc. It wants its stockholders as
well as its customers protected
from having to share the cost of
Wolf Creek.

The task force planned to con-

clude its work today, making a

Proposal seeks to shield
KPL customers’ wallets

that are paid for or have little
debt.

This netting would require util-
ities to consider all their generat-
ing assets in calculating their net
sttanded costs. In the case of
Western Resources it means bal-
ancing the debt of Wolf Creek
and the low generation costs at
Jeffrey Energy Center.

If the generation costs of all of
Western'’s facilities are averaged,
studies show the company has no
stranded costs.

Sloan’s amendment attempted
to meet Western’s main objection
to the netting provision, which is
that it would make customers of
Kansas help pay

Local: (913) 843-1000

Toll-free: 1-800-578-87
E-mail: news@ljworld.c

Deputy Editor:
Bill Snead 832-7196

Managing Editor:
Roger Verdon 832-71

News Editor:
John Taylor 832-714

Web Editor:
Andrew Nachison
832- 7221

Editorial Page Editt
Ann Gardner 832-7'

Sports Editor:
Chuck Woodling 832-
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